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MAY 2013 

117 Quarry Road, Weoley Castle 

Birmingham B29 5LE 

Tel. 0121 475 3841 

 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 

 

 

 

Christian Aid Week is from 12th-18th May this year. 

Last year, £12 million was raised to help reduce poverty in the World. 

Here are ways YOU can help this year: 

Deliver envelopes to houses in the area (any age can do this) 

Collect envelopes (Adults only). Pray. 

If an envelope does not get collected from your house, take an envelope and 

put it in the collection at Church. 

Go to the Christian Aid Bring & Buy Sale at Weoley Hill at 2.30pm on 

Wednesday 8th May. 

Recycle old mobile phones and used printer cartridges. 

Please contact Ted Forgan or sign up on the sheet at Church to help.   

 

LAST CHOIR STANDING 

Weoley Castle have a double treat this month when the Watoto Choir visit the 

country. The Ugandan Children’s Choir perform concerts all over the world 

and have two venues booked for  the current tour here in Weoley. On Thurs 9th 

May at 6.30pm, the Catholic church, Our Lady & St Rose of Lima, will play 

host and then on Friday 10th May at 7.00pm Weoley Hill Church will be their 

venue. Watoto supports a charity for which they will be collecting on the day 

and you can find out lots of information at watoto.com .  The concerts are free 

to attend and well worth an evening out. 



2 

Dear friends, 

The tragedy of the fatal collapse of a factory block in Bangladesh has been in the news re-

cently. It brought once again into focus the plight of many a worker who works in poor 

conditions, with exploitative remunerations. It is no surprise in a world where money is 

worshipped, and profit is king. Unfortunately some of our high street names are said to de-

rive their merchandise from those sources. However, the incidence of ill-prepared build-

ings is not just foreign, it happens here too when people decide to cut corners and not 

abide by the rule. I am reminded of the Channel 5 Cowboy Builders program. 

On a different note, it is interesting to know that in the bible our lives are likened to a 

building. It goes on in 1 Corinthians 3:9-17 to call believers God’s temple, the dwelling 

place of the Holy Spirit. It enjoins us to be careful how we build on that eternal founda-

tion, Jesus Christ, in order to avoid crashes similar to those mentioned earlier.  
12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or 

straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to 

light (1 Cor. 3). 

The good thing is that you are not working alone, as ‘we are co-workers in God’s ser-

vice…God’s building’ (1 Corinthians 3:9). In other words we are not only building to-

gether with God, we are actually God’s project. 

The collapse of any structure may not be too obvious at first. It might begin with a minor 

crack, and then develops into a gap as the structure gradually pulled apart. And if nothing 

is done about it, then the inevitable happens with catastrophic consequences. Unfortunate-

ly all through the process someone passed such structures as sound and fit for purpose. So, 

the problem in fact runs through the design, the execution of the project, as well as the 

quality of the materials used. 

Beware that it is your choice what material you use to build your life. However, Jesus en-

joins us to use the building blocks of the Word of God. Thus, He describes the wise builder 

as one who builds his life on the firm rock of God’s Word; whereas the one who neglects 

the Word is deemed to be foolish, building on loose sand (Matthew 7:24-27) and in danger 

of a sure collapse. But there are other building materials apart from God’s word. These in-

clude prayer, faith, and other godly virtues. Jude 1:20 admonishes: ‘Dear friends, keep 

building on the foundation of your most holy faith, as the Holy Spirit helps you to pray.’ I 

know it is said that we are each the architects of our own fortunes. But we have a loving 

and forgiving God, despite our wilfulness. He wants to work with us in that building pro-

ject as the expert. Will you trust him, will you let him? 

Finally, do not forget that building a life is a life-long project that requires patience with 

ourselves, and with God. Often we get frustrated that things are not working out as fast as 

we would like. But remember the saying that ‘Rome was not build in a day’. You have to 

keep adding the right materials gradually. Do not forget also that we are called to build up 

one another in the faith, not to pull others down. So, think of how you can add value to 

other people’s lives? Shalom! 
George Kalu 
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SUNDAY                11.00am            Family Worship—everyone welcome 
                                                         Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday each month 
 
MONDAY                10.00am           Day Centre 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Over 60’s Keep Fit 
                                6.00pm             Karate 
 
TUESDAY               10.30am          Men’s Club 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Dance Club (Fortnightly) 
                                6.00pm            Children’s Club (TFC) 7-11yrs 
                                 
 
WEDNESDAY         9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group 
                                10.00am          Age Concern Club 
 
THURSDAY             10.00am          Good Company Day Centre 
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 1.30pm            Age Concern Bingo Club 
                                 6.00pm            Karate 
 
FRIDAY                    9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group 
                                 10.00am          Day Centre   
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 1.30pm            Cardiact Club  
  
SATURDAY              OCCASIONAL COFFEE MORNINGS 
 
 

                              Marriages and Baptisms by Arrangement 

MINISTER : Rev George Kalu……………………........472 0730………...go_kalu@yahoo.com 

CHURCH COMMUNITY WORKER : Mark Tubby..07505521302...crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

HALL BOOKINGS : Mark Tubby………..……………475 3841…….crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

 

AGE UK OFFICE :  Tues—Thurs  9.00 am—12.30 pm……..…………...437 0479  (24 hours) 
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The church halls are available to hire for parties and events -  

                                  contact Debbie on 0121 475 3841 for more details 

More about Weoley Castle: 
 

 Take a look at local websites (below) to find out more about the people, 
place and facilities that are part of the green, friendly environment that 

make up the estate. 
www.weoleycastle.net                  weoleycastlechurch.co.uk            
www.stonehousegang.co.uk         www.shenleyacademy.org   

REMINDER 
June Walton would like to remind everyone that you can still place all 
your used postage stamps in the box at church. This raises money 
which goes to Hearing Dogs for the Deaf. Thank you all for your support. 

ALL CHANGE  -  
Please note the new telephone number for Age UK which is now 437 0479 

PRAYER GROUP 
Each month a group from various churches comes together to pray for the people 
of Weoley Castle, and for the current issues, concerns and opportunities that are 
around. All are welcome to join us, or to send us prayer requests. We are next 
meeting on Monday 13th May, 7.30pm at  ??? Castle Road. 

TLS 
Training for Learning and Serving, a resource designed for ecumenical use  is 
currently looking for people who want to get closer to God. The one year cours-
es offered through TLS are on worship, pastoral care, prayer, evangelism, com-
munity development work, and interfaith relationships respectively. The closing 
date for registration is Friday 31 May.  

The Lies We Tell Ourselves:  Ending Comfortable Myths About Poverty  
An article worth reading addressing statements such as “they are lazy and don't 
really want to work” or “they have an easy life” and “they are not really poor, they 
just don't manage their money” has been produced. Read the new report from the 
Baptist Union, the Methodist Church, the United Reformed Church and the Church 
of Scotland and find more resources at www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/truthandlies  
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Sunday 5th May                       11.00am                               Joe Blackburn  
           
                                                    
Sunday 12th May                     11.00am                               Rev George Kalu  
    (Communion)        
 
Sunday 19th May                     11.00am                               Worship Group 
 
 
Sunday 26th May                     11.00am                               Rev Brian Brown 
                               
 
Sunday 2nd June                    11.00am                                Fiona Elvins    
 
 
       
 Morning Prayers take place each weekday from 9.15—9.45am   All welcome 

A Prayer Board and Prayer Request are available for use in the Entrance 
Foyer and Monthly Prayer Diaries are there to take away   

 
Elders Meeting                               7.45pm                     Wed 15th May 
 
WCCC Annual General Meeting   12.30pm                   Sunday 12th May 
 
CRCW Management Group meeting 2pm                     Tuesday 14th May      

 Terry Elson has recently started a course chemotherapy and radio-
therapy to treat the brain tumour he has had operated upon. Please 
pray for him and the family.  
 
Alf Walton is at back at home and gradually improving. Thoughts and 
prayers with Alf, June and the boys.  
 
Mark & Deborah Tubby celebrate their 25th wedding Anniversary on 
7th May so congratulations to them. 
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We have a dream… 
… with plans for the upgrade of the toilet facilities at the Church. As us-
ers will know, the Disabled toilet is not properly wheelchair-accessible; 
the Gents has cracked and missing tiles, and in the Ladies one of the 
basins cannot be used. The cubicles in the Ladies have been there for 
more than 40 years and are showing it!  
Obviously, we think it is important to upgrade these important facilities 
for the hundreds of people who use the building every week. The only 
problem is money: this work will cost more than £10,000, and we don’t 
have that amount of cash! Please think if you know of any organisations 
or charities, which would be prepared to help with the costs. We are 
looking to find funds from any grants that we can access but any help or 
support that others can offer would be greatly appreciated and welcome. 

DISCO 

We pleased to say that the Easter Disco finally happened on April 19th 
and the children had a great time, and received a chocolate egg too. 
Thanks to Mary and co. who helped this to happen and for the continu-
ing work to raise funds for this years Activity Week. The total raised 
was £235, which is really good.  
Incidentally, Activity Week this year will run from Monday12th—Friday 
17th August and planning has now begun. If you would like to get in-
volved this year, or want to know more about it, contact Christine Hop-
kins on 0121 426 1227. We are always looking for extra support to 
make this special week as great for the children and indeed the help-
ers, as possible.  

FESTIVAL 
Planning has also begun on this year’s 
Weoley Festrival, which will take place 
on the Square on Sunday  15th Sep-
tember from 1—4pm. Folk are wel-
come to get involved in this, and bring 
ideas  that will improve the day. The 
next committee meeting will take place 
on Thurs 16th May, 3pm, here at the 
church. 
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FURY  is aimed at young people of secondary 
school age and above with  activities ranging from 
prayers to parties.  
Contact Mark on 07505521302 for more details 

Messy Church takes place once each half term—It is a 
family friendly opportunity to explore your creative side 
using bible themes and stories, and to make lots of 
mess in a safe environment, and to then 
enjoy a shared meal. 
All families are welcome with or 
without children— just come pre-
pared to join in and have fun. The 
next one will take place on  

Friday 5th July at 3.30pm 
For more details on what happens contact  
Mark on 07505521302 or 475 3841 or 
George on 472 0730 

Our sister church Weoley Hill also have events and activities to join in: 
 
There is  a monthly book group, which takes place on a Tuesday evening, 
speak to Anne Izzard or Ann Evans for more details. Next meeting Tues 
4th June at 7.30pm. 
 
There is also a monthly Lunch Club, if you wish to join them please give 
your name to Iris Bird.  Next event takes place on 1st May. 
  
Friendship Group—Wednesday  8th May at 2.15pm. 
 
There will be an ecumenical service to mark Christian Aid week at the 
church at 6.30pm on Sun 12th May. 
 
Contact Ann Evans on 07904961160 or email 
annmargevans@hotmail.com  for more info about these and more 
events. 
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Hi all, just thought I’d begin this month with a reminder of what CRCW stands for 
and is at it’s heart. Church Related Community Work is part of the overall ministry 
of the United Reformed Church. Essentially it is about mission. When a CRCW 
comes into a post they will want to hear what the church sees as the needs of the 
community. They will ask the community this too. Then, working with the church 
and people from the area, they would look to meet some of those needs. The in-
tention is to help folk realise their dreams and aspirations, increase potential and 
participation in local matters and to see lives and communities changed for the 
good. God willing that’s what we’ve been seeking over the time I’ve been here. The 
review which took place recently, and which will be decided this month, with a rec-
ommendation of continuing, looks at how this has been going and what next. So, 
any ideas of what you’d like to see the church get involved in are very welcome. 

 
 Our recent Messy Church event went well and contin-
ues to attract new people along, the event on 26th April 
saw about 70 people there 8 of whom had not been be-
fore. They seemed to enjoy themselves and one mum 
commented that she’d had a really good time and 
would like to come again. Thanks to everyone who 
makes it possible.   
 
The Tuesday Friends Club is currently thriving, with the 
books now full and around 30 children coming along 
each week. Extra helpers have ensured that the chil-
dren have a wide range of activities and games to 
choose from and get their creative side flowing. Of 
course, it doesn’t mean we are the complete article and 
more support and ideas are always welcome. Come 
along and see what we get up to! 

 
As you are aware, the review for the community work here has now taken place 
and will be decided this month. As part of that the group looked at what the future 
may hold here and came up with some ideas for us to explore. The largest of these 
is arguably a Community Association, a forum where Weoley Castle can have a 
voice in places that matter. It would bring together residents, shops and business-
es, community groups, services, council and any other 
interested stake holders to look at what affects the ar-
ea and how Weoley Castle can become a better place 
for all concerned. It may sound grand but we feel it’s 
an important step and one that could, with God’s help, 
start to transform the community. 
 
So, let’s look into the future with hope and confidence 
and in the knowledge that God is at work here.  

 

  

Creating Change in Communities  

and the Church  


