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JULY / AUG 2013 

117 Quarry Road, Weoley Castle 

Birmingham B29 5LE 

Tel. 0121 475 3841 

MESSY CHURCH 
On Friday 5th July we are having our regular Messy Church event, with 

songs, craft, stories, food and lots of 
fun, everyone is welcome to come 
along. We begin after school at around 
3.30pm with games and then plenty 
more between that and 5.30pm when 
we have 
a meal 
together. 
This 
month is 
a bring 

and share picnic which we hope to have 
in the garden in the sun. Come along 
and join in the fun, and be prepared to 
get creative as well as messy. To find out 
more contact Mark on 07505521302. 
 

AREA MEETING   
There is an important meeting for the church happening here on Mon-
day 15th July. The Birmingham Area United Reformed Churches are 
coming together to look at future developments in the wider church and 
how we can be involved. If you are around it would be great to see you 
there. The meeting is scheduled 7pm for 7.30pm start.  
 
                                                  SEE BACK PAGE FOR MORE EVENTS 
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Dear friends, 

Thank God it is summer, which is usually more exciting for me because of Wimbledon. Obviously with 

Laura Robson the other remaining British entry knocked out of the competition, I am now cheering for 

Andy Murray the last man standing (sorry, if you are someone else’s fan). He has played well, so far, and 

looks great to win the title this time. Common Andy, go! 

I am aware that this is holiday season and people have their itinerary already well planned. So, where are 

you off to this time, or are you staying home? Have you packed everything? Do please remember to take 

your bible along, and make it your close companion. Why, because I want to suggest something that will 

give you one of the greatest holiday experiences ever – a priceless moment of relaxation. Now, you must 

be wondering what I am up to. Well, I want to suggest that you try Christian meditation this summer.  

Some of you are probably used to some form of meditation or the other, or are suspicious of anything that 

goes with that name, or maybe are just indifferent. Indeed I am also aware that people, out of curiosity 

have even dabbled into all sorts of occult practices in search of mystical experiences. Even the so-called 

innocuous physical exercise such as yoga can become doorways to open one’s spirit to external spiritual 

influences that can control the soul and the mind. Yet, there is still a healthy dimension of meditation sup-

ported by Scripture, which Christians of all ages have been involved in through contemplative prayer. 

Some of these devout Christians are called mystics, although I prefer ‘holy men/women’ than mystics (an 

appellation I am uncomfortable with because of its spookiness).  

That spooky feeling gives a feeling of exclusion to ordinary people and makes meditation seem too esoter-

ic. This probably feeds the need in some circles for all kinds of spiritual mentors, guides, masters and gu-

rus as repository of such hidden wisdom. But meditative prayer is not supposed to be the preserve of some 

experts since prayer is ordinarily communication with God. So, it is important to explain what Christian 

meditation is and is not.  

I describe Christian meditation as contemplative prayer in which the spirit, soul and body (faculties) are 

engaged and made to focus on the goodness of God. It is deep fellowship with God involving little or no 

words. Liz Babbs who wrote the book, Into God’s Presence – Listening to God through Prayer and Medi-

tation (Zondervan, 2005), has described Christian meditation as ‘a deep form of prayer that can lead to 

direct communion with God.’ The difference between it and other forms of prayer she says is that ‘It is not 

focused on experiences or requests, but on surrender. We are learning the simplicity of being with God.’ 

She goes on to say that ‘Meditation and contemplative prayer have been described as the best-kept secret 

in the church.’ 

Whereas other forms of meditation demand that you ‘empty’ yourself or your mind to allow some other 

forces (perhaps of nature) to fill you with its power, Christian meditation is actually the opposite. It calls 

you to fill your mind with the Word of God. Whereas those other meditations begin and end with the self, 

emphasising the discovery of your true, inner self, Christian meditation make God its sole object and His 

Word its subject. As a result your mind is not totally emptied or numbed, but engaged in deep contempla-

tion. Liz warns however that ‘it is not a Bible Study in which we analyse a passage of scripture; rather a 

reflective process in which we ponder and reflect on God’s Word, allowing its rich nutrients to nourish the 

deepest parts of us. Christian meditation enables us to hear God’s ‘still small voice’ and so it can be life-

changing.’  

So, whether you are travelling or staying at home this summer, you can create for yourself a quiet space 

and time to meditate on God’s word. God Himself charges us as he did Moses’ successor, Joshua, to 

‘Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful 

to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful’ (Joshua 1:8). And Job declared 

how much he esteems God’s word when he says:  ‘I have not departed from his commands, but have treas-

ured his words more than daily food’ Job 23:12). Common, it is time to explore something new.  

And lest I forget, I would like to express thanks again to all members of our two congregations for electing 

to give me extra time to complete my studies. May God bless you. It’s funny though that on my first day 

of resumption at school (Oxford Centre for Mission Studies – OCMS) I opened our email to find a devo-

tional piece about prioritising things in order to enhance our productivity. Funny still, the same email 

came three times on the same day. Was God telling me something?   
Shalom!                                                                                                                                                                                   George 
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SUNDAY                11.00am            Family Worship—everyone welcome 
                                                         Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday each month 
 
MONDAY                10.00am           Day Centre 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Over 60’s Keep Fit 
                                6.00pm             Karate 
 
TUESDAY               10.30am          Men’s Club 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Dance Club (Fortnightly) 
                                6.00pm            Children’s Club (TFC) 7-11yrs 
                                 
 
WEDNESDAY         9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group 
                                10.00am          Age Concern Club 
 
THURSDAY             10.00am          Good Company Day Centre 
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 1.30pm            Age Concern Bingo Club 
                                 6.00pm            Karate 
 
FRIDAY                    9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group 
                                 10.00am          Day Centre   
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 1.30pm            Cardiact Club  
  
SATURDAY              OCCASIONAL COFFEE MORNINGS 
 
 

                              Marriages and Baptisms by Arrangement 

MINISTER : Rev George Kalu……………………........472 0730………...go_kalu@yahoo.com 

CHURCH COMMUNITY WORKER : Mark Tubby..07505521302...crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

HALL BOOKINGS : Mark Tubby………..……………475 3841…….crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

 

AGE UK OFFICE :  Tues—Thurs  9.00 am—12.30 pm……..…………...437 0479  (24 hours) 
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The church halls are available to hire for parties and events -  

                                  contact Mark on 0121 475 3841 for more details 

More about Weoley Castle: 
 

 Take a look at local websites (below) to find out more about the people, place 
and facilities that are part of the green, friendly environment that make up the es-

tate. 
www.weoleycastle.net                  weoleycastlechurch.co.uk            
www.stonehousegang.co.uk         www.shenleyacademy.org   

 OBINTO SANITATION PROJECT  
AN UPDATE: Some of you would probably be wondering what has happened with the 

Obinto Sanitation Project. So, far we have remitted all the 
money that we raised in instalments as the work progressed. 
Over the period I reported from time to time what level the 
work was at. The difference with jobs done at home is that 
folk have other competing chores, so not much is achieved 
without so much pressure exerted on them. The situation is 
obviously compounded by the fact of one not being physical-
ly present there. However, 
I can report that the struc-

tural work of the women’s block has now been complet-
ed, leaving the men’s at foundation level.  
The jobs completed include the toilet block itself, and a 
large septic tank covered with concrete slab. My only 

worry is that the dimen-
sion they used for the 
block is so large that it 
measures 50feet by 12feet. Thus, it consumed much more 
materials than envisaged, gulping the whole money raised in 
order to bring it up to the present level. See the pictures.  

PRAYER GROUP 
Each month a group from various churches comes together to pray for the people 
of Weoley Castle, and for the current issues, concerns and opportunities that are 
around. All are welcome to join us, or to send us prayer requests. We are next 
meeting on Monday 8th July 7.30pm at  114 Castle Road. 
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Sunday 7th July                       11.00am                               Bruce Harvey    
           
                                                    
Sunday 14th July                      11.00am                               Mark Tubby  
    (Communion)        
 
Sunday 21st July                      11.00am                              Rev John Hart 
 
 
Sunday 28th July                      11.00am                              Christine Miles 
                               
 
Sunday 4th August                   11.00am                              Ted Forgan 
 
 
Sunday 11th August                 11.00am                              Rev George Kalu    
     
 
Sunday 18th August                 11.00am                              Colin Hale   
 
 
Sunday 25th August                 11.00am                              Worship Group 
     ( Favourite Hymns) 
 
 Morning Prayers take place each weekday from 9.15—9.45am   All welcome 
 
Elders Meeting                               7.45pm                      Wed 17th July 

 Terry Elson continues to  need prayer following treatment for a brain 
tumour. 
 
Alf Walton is  still struggling. Thoughts and prayers with Alf, June and 
the boys.  
 
Rene Lucas has now been moved into St. Mary’s Hospice, where visi-
tors are welcome. 
 
Please also keep Anne Izzard in your thoughts and prayers. She has 
just been diagnosed with cancer and will undergo treatment very soon. 
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We have a dream… 
… to upgrade of the toilet facilities at the Church. As users will know, the 
Disabled toilet is not properly wheelchair-accessible; the Gents has 
cracked and missing tiles, and in the Ladies one of the basins cannot be 
used. The cubicles in the Ladies have been there for more than 40 years 
and are showing it!  
Obviously, we think it is important to upgrade these important facilities 
for the hundreds of people who use the building every week. This work 
will cost more than £10,000, and we are beginning to raise money al-
ready. We are grateful for the donations we have received and this has 
been a good start to our fundraising efforts, thank you.  We will continue 
looking to find funds from any grants that we can access and any help or 
support that others can offer, in terms of advice or whatever would be 

greatly appreciated and welcome.     ……..help it become reality 

WEOLEY FESTIVAL 
Planning has also begun on this year’s Weoley Festrival, which will 
take place on the Square on Sunday  
15th September from 1—4pm. Folk are 
welcome to get involved in this, and 
bring ideas  that will improve the day. 
The next committee meeting will take 
place on Thurs 11th July at 3pm here at 
the church. If you can’t get involved just 
turn up on the day, it’s great fun for all 
the family and a chance to enjoy some-
thing as a community. 

LAST CHOIR  STANDING 

The Children’s Watoto Choir from Uganda entertained a packed house 
at Weoley Hill recently as part of their UK tour. A great evening was 
had by everyone who attended with some great music and dancing 
and wonderful stories. It is hoped that they may be coming back next 
year but will need a new venues, which could include Weoley Castel 
Community Church. So, would you like to get involved? Speak to Rev 
George Kalu to find out more or how you can be involved in this pro-
ject. 
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FURY  is aimed at young people of secondary school 
age and above with  activities ranging from prayers to 
parties.  
Contact Mark on 07505521302 for more details 

Messy Church takes place once each half term—It is a 
family friendly opportunity to explore your creative side 
using bible themes and stories, and to make lots of 
mess in a safe environment, and to then en-
joy a shared meal. 
All families are welcome with or 
without children— just come pre-
pared to join in and have fun. The 
next one will take place on  

Friday 20th Sept at 3.30pm 
For more details on what happens or to 
get involved contact  
Mark on 07505521302 or 475 3841 or 
George on 472 0730 

Our sister church Weoley Hill also have events and activities to join in: 
 
There is  a monthly book group, which takes place on a Tuesday evening, 
speak to Anne Izzard or Ann Evans for more details. Next meeting Tues 16th 
July at 7.30pm. 
 
There is also a monthly Lunch Club, if you wish to join them please give your 
name to Iris Bird.  Next event takes place on Wednesday 3rd July at 1pm. 
  
Friendship Group—2.30pm on Wednesday 10th July, then  Wed 14th Aug, 
2.15pm. 
 
Fresh Expressions Vision Day at Sutton Coldfield URC 10am—4pm 
 
Contact Ann Evans on 07904961160 or email 
annmargevans@hotmail.com  for more info about these and more events. 



8 

          Summer’s here and the weather is warming up  
          nicely.  So are the activities here at Weoley Cas-

tle Community Church. 
Coming up we have a 
Tuesday Club BBQ. On 
July 16th parents and car-
ers of all our children are 

invited to join the club for a celebration of the year’s 
activities. We have enjoyed another good year doing 
craft activities, cooking, drama, sports, and karaoke 
as well as quiz nights, a trip to the bowling alley and 
much more besides. Thanks to all the helpers who 
have made all this possible, you are very much ap-
preciated. If anyone else in interested in getting in-
volved you would be most welcome. Come along on 
a Tuesday evening 6 - 7.30pm and see what we get 
up to. Alternatively, you can contact Mark on 07505521302. Parents come 
along on 16th and join us for some fun and food. 
  Then, in August, our annual Activity Week for Kids will take place. This year 
the dates are Mon 12th—Fri 16th August. All children between the ages of 8 
and about 11 years are welcome to come along for a week of fantastic fun, 

friendship, food, craft, cooking, challenges and 
creepy crawlies. During the week there will be 
two trips out, one to Ackers Outdoor Centre. We 
end the week with a big celebration of all that we 
have done over the five days, to which parents 
are invited and encouraged to come along to. 
Places are limited so you will need to book in 
advance to secure a place for your child/ren. It 
will fill up fast as the 
cost is only £25 for the 
whole week, and only 
£20 for any siblings. 

Please contact Christine Hopkins on 0121 426 
1227 for a booking form of more information. Alter-
natively, contact Mark on 07505521302. Look for-
ward to seeing you there, but be quick. 
  If you want to know more about what we do here 
and how to get involved please call Mark who will 
be happy to show you around and tell you all about 
us.  
                                                                       Mark Tubby 

 

  

Creating Change in Communities  

and the Church  


