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OCTOBER 2013 

117 Quarry Road, Weoley Castle 

Birmingham B29 5LE 

Tel. 0121 475 3841 

MESSY CHURCH 
This month Messy Church are 
exploring the story of Hannah in 
the bible.   Using crafts, story-
telling, games, prayers and 
songs we will be looking at how 
Hannah responded to God and 
what we can learn from it. We 
will, as usual be making a mess, 
particularly during the craft time. 
The atmosphere is one of fun 
and friendship, where everyone 
is welcome and can be part of 
what is happening. We start the activities after school on a Friday, which 
generally works well. For a couple of hours we chat, create and learn to-
gether, finishing with a cooked meal, meaning parents don’t have to then 

go home at the end of the week and 
wonder about what to do for tea. If you 
would like to come along and be part 
of this you are very welcome. If you 
would like to know more about it con-
tact Mark on 07505521302. The date 
for the Messy Church event this month 
is Friday 25th October, from 3.30pm. 
Hope to see you there!    
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Dear friends, 
The problem of evil and suffering is a debate which has remained unresolved for 
ages. It is even more vexed when people wonder why good Christians have to suf-
fer; whether it is persecution, sickness and disease, and/or death. While not wish-
ing to restart that debate here, I do want to say that the scripture makes it clear that 
there are seasons and times in life (Ecclesiastes 3:1). Indeed life throws many 
things at us – the good, the bad, and the outright ugly. And I wish there were 
straightforward answers, but sincerely there are none. Interestingly our Lord Jesus 
Christ did not promise a trouble-free life on earth. He says clearly that in the world 
we will suffer tribulation or trouble (John 16:33). It is therefore how we respond to 
such experiences that matter. Even when we pray for a miracle, we need…  

… the kind of faith that not only believes God for good things, but also sus-
tains you through bad things. The Bible says, ‘…If you suffer for doing what is 
right, God will reward you for it. So don’t worry or be afraid…Instead…
worship Christ as Lord of your life…’ (1 Peter 3:14-15 NLT). God has fore-
sight but we have only hindsight. So whether the path you’ve been called to 
walk is rough or smooth, your attitude should be one of ‘worship,’ acknowl-
edging ‘Christ as Lord of your life.’ Joseph’s kidnapping led to the saving of 
his family. The lions’ den led Daniel to a cabinet position. Christ entered the 
world by a surprise pregnancy and redeemed it through an unjust murder.  
Do you believe what the Bible teaches—that no disaster is ultimately fatal? 
Chrysostom did. He was the archbishop of Constantinople from AD 398 to 
404. He gained a following by his eloquent denunciations of corruption in the 
church. Twice banished by the authorities, he asked: ‘What can I fear? Will it 
be death? But to know that Christ is my life, and that I shall gain by death. 
Will it be exile? But the earth is the Lord’s and its fullness is the Lord’s. Will it 
be by loss of wealth? But we have brought nothing into the world, and we can 
carry nothing out. Thus all the terrors of the world are contemptible in my 
eyes; and I smile at all its good things. Poverty I do not fear; riches I do not 
sigh for. Death I do not shrink from.’ That’s suffering with grace! (Extracted 
from the UCB Word for Today, 02/10/2013). 

The above is a testimony to the fact that believers of all ages have suffered all 

kinds of tribulation. We can therefore draw strength from their lives and the scrip-

ture to face life’s challenges. Until next month stay warm and remain blessed of the 

Lord                                                                                                       George 

STUDY LEAVE 

During the month of October George will be on study leave, as 
part of his PhD studies. Therefore if there are any pastoral con-
cerns during this time please contact Mark Tubby with  them 
first, who will find the appropriate channels or people, or contact 
George where necessary. Thanks very much. 
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SUNDAY                11.00am            Family Worship—everyone welcome 
                                                         Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday each month 
 
MONDAY                10.00am           Day Centre 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Over 60’s Keep Fit 
                                6.00pm             Karate 
 
TUESDAY               10.30am          Men’s Club 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Dance Club (Fortnightly) 
                                6.00pm            Children’s Club (TFC) 7-11yrs 
                                 
 
WEDNESDAY         9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group 
                                10.00am          Age Concern Club 
 
THURSDAY             10.00am          Good Company Day Centre 
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 1.30pm            Age Concern Bingo Club 
                                 6.00pm            Karate 
 
FRIDAY                    9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group 
                                 10.00am          Day Centre   
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 1.30pm            Cardiact Club  
  
SATURDAY              OCCASIONAL COFFEE MORNINGS 
 
 

                              Marriages and Baptisms by Arrangement 

MINISTER : Rev George Kalu…………………….472 0730………minister4wccc@gmail.com 

CHURCH COMMUNITY WORKER : Mark Tubby..07505521302...crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

HALL BOOKINGS : Mark Tubby………..……………475 3841…….crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

 

AGE UK OFFICE :  Tues—Thurs  9.00 am—12.30 pm……..…………...437 0479  (24 hours) 
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The church halls are available to hire for parties and events -  

                                  contact Mark on 0121 475 3841 for more details 

We have a dream… 
… to upgrade of the toilet facilities at the Church. As users will know, the 
Disabled toilet is not properly wheelchair-accessible; the Gents has 
cracked and missing tiles, and in the Ladies one of the basins cannot be 
used. The cubicles in the Ladies have been there for more than 40 years 
and are showing it!  
Obviously, we think it is important to upgrade these important facilities 
for the hundreds of people who use the building every week. This work 
will cost more than £10,000, and we are beginning to raise money al-
ready. We are grateful for the donations we have received and this has 
been a good start to our fundraising efforts, thank you.  Ted & Chris 
Miles have worked hard on looking for funding and a recent award of 
£3000 plus similar form the Synod and other possibilities in the pipeline 

means…….                                                ….. it could become reality 

COFFEE MORNING 

On Saturday 28th September the 
church hosted a charity coffee 
morning in aid of Macmillan Cancer 
Support. It raised almost £300, so 
thanks to all who contributed, from 
baking to helping on the day. It was 
a great response.  

Commitment for Life 
We have just celebrated our Harvest at Weoley Castle Community Church and giv-
en thanks for all the good gifts of God, not just the things that grow. However, there 
are many places in the world where jobs, health care, food, water and education 
are in short supply. The URC response is to challenge people to give more of their 
income to World Development, to encourage the Government to do the same. To 
take part in this, please pick up an envelope from the 
Church vestibule, and return it during October, to contribute 
to Christian Aid's work in Central America, Israel/Palestine, 
Bangladesh and Zimbabwe. Thanks!    
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Sunday 6th Oct                         11.00am                               Ann Evans 
                                                              
Sunday 13th Oct                       11.00am                               Mark Tubby  
    (Communion)        
 
Sunday 20th Oct                       11.00am                               Rev Jacky Embrey 
   (Joint Service with Weoley Hill ) 
 
Sunday 27th Oct                       11.00am                               Roger Taylor 
                          
Sunday 3rd Nov                        11.00am                               Alan Cotgreave 
 
 

 Morning Prayers take place each weekday from 9.15—9.45am   
 All welcome 

 
Elders Meeting                               7.45pm                      Wed 23rd Oct 

Terry Elson has had another spell in hospital . They are taking things one 
day at a time and appreciate your prayers.                                            
Terry & Min’s other son, Christopher, was married on Wed 2nd Oct, so 
congratulations! 
 
Many will know the sad news that Alf Walton passed away recently. His 
funeral will take place this Friday, 4th Oct, at Lodge Hill Crematorium at 
12.30pm, where family and friends are welcome. Please think of June 
and the family at this time. 
 
Anne Izzard is undergoing a course of chemotherapy. She is recuperat-
ing at her brother’s house and appreciates prayers.  
 
Margaret Wozencroft is to undergo an operation soon. She is also due to 
move on 9th October, so this is a tough time for her, and she appreciates 
your prayers. 
 
Congratulations to Jaimee and Andy, who are due to make Keith & Diane 
Twamley grandparents for a second time next year. 
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Death, Damage, & Hope in Peshawar and Syria    (Miles & Christine) 

 

In the past two weeks the Christians in Peshawar, with whom we lived and worked for 12+ years 

developing special teaching methods, family counselling and physical disability resources, suf-

fered a devastating bomb blast at All Saints Church, Peshawar City, killing 85 and wounding about 

120. Meanwhile, death and vast damage has continued in Syria, a country that Christine repeatedly 

travelled across during 15 advisory and training visits in the late '90s and early 2000s, working in 

government and non-government schools and with professional staff who were educating special 

children in ordinary or special classes. 

 The Peshawar 'news' got maybe 20 seconds on BBC radio, then was lost in the 'juicier' story 

of terrorists invading a Kenyan shopping mall. (Today there were further bombs in Peshawar, kill-

ing about 40 Muslims in a major bazar). The Syrian civil war grinds on with increasing bloodshed 

and refugees, and occasional reminders that a government with a grim reputation is fighting equal-

ly ruthless al-Qaida insurgents, among others, with almost any 'outcome' being of doubtful comfort 

to millions of ordinary Syrian children and adults of whatever region, tribe or religious view. The 

latter's ambition is merely to obtain enough water, food, shelter and clothing to stay alive, do their 

ordinary work and give the children some education. 

 At this distance, do we have any perspective on these countries in which we worked for many 

years with Muslims and Christians to help them construct appropriate services and resources for 

disabled children?  We leave the diplomacy, threats, economic packages, and strategic solutions to 

the thousands of officials, agencies and politicians whose business that is. Yet a few features re-

main which are seldom mentioned but must ultimately pull some weight.  We lived in Pakistan 

long enough to know that the great majority of ordinary Pakistani men and women are decent and 

honourable people, usually showing great common-sense in everyday life. Those in families with a 

disabled child, or working as teachers or therapists, were still more likely to offer kindness and 

caring, and were keen to learn how they could do better for the children. Christine saw much the 

same in Syria, with some features more advanced than in Pakistan, and others perhaps less so. 

 Civil war or widespread terrorism tend to cause suspension of services for disabled children. 

Schools often close as a precaution, or because buildings are destroyed, and families send children 

to the (sometimes) quieter villages. It may be months or years later that a restart can be tried - the 

'special' class is very seldom a priority in national reconstruction. Yet pressures come from fami-

lies who know that in the past, 'something was done' for special children. Their own child can't 

wait: the child's name is Today. The greatest resource surfaces once again - not foreign aid, but 

people already there in many towns and cities, ordinary, decent men and women, Muslim, Chris-

tian, or people of other views, who make it their own priority to see that some kids with disabilities 

also get their bowl of food and their chance at schooling and some ordinary fun with other kids. 

 When we left Peshawar, we handed over to a college lecturer named Humphrey Peters (the 

name sounds British, but he's Pakistani, and son of a Pakistani priest), who had worked as my dep-

uty for about three years while also running English classes in the evening. He ran the disability 

centre very well for seven years, and was also running a leprosy hospital for Japanese funders, as 

well as English and computing classes. He had also become a nationally known spokesman for the 

Church of Pakistan. Humphrey received a late call to the ministry, took further training in UK, 

worked in a parish, and was then elected by the Christian community to be Bishop of Peshawar. 

He must be one of very few Bishops to have spent ten years running disability services before join-

ing the clergy! It's another reason why we 'listen up' when Peshawar is on the news, and we hear 

the local Bishop standing up, at no small risk to his life, and speaking both for the Christian com-

munity and the wider community of ordinary folk who are trying to preserve common decencies, 

kindness and consideration of the weaker members, in everyday life in some difficult countries. 
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FURY  is aimed at young people of secondary school 
age and above with  activities ranging from prayers to 
parties.  
Contact Mark on 07505521302 for more details 

Messy Church takes place once each half term—It is a 
family friendly opportunity to explore your creative side 
using bible themes and stories, and to make lots of 
mess in a safe environment, and to then enjoy 
a shared meal. 
All families are welcome with or 
without children— just come 
prepared to join in and have fun. 

The next one will take place on  

Friday 25th Oct at 3.30pm 
For more details on what happens or to 
get involved contact  
Mark on 07505521302 or 475 3841  

Our sister church Weoley Hill also have events and activities to join in: 
 
There is  a monthly book group, which takes place on a Tuesday evening, 
speak to Ann Evans for more details. Next meeting Tues 22nd Oct at 
7.30pm. 
 
There is also a monthly Lunch Club, if you wish to join them please give your 
name to Iris Bird.  Next event takes place on Wednesday 2nd Oct at 1pm. 
  
Friendship Group—2.15pm on Wednesday 9th October. 
 
We are also doing a Messy Advent on Sat 2nd November at 10am.   
All welcome. 
 
Contact Ann Evans on 07904961160 or email 
annmargevans@hotmail.com  for more info about these and more events. 
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TUESDAY FRIENDS CLUB 
Each Tuesday at 6pm the church plays host to 
a large group of local 7—11 yr olds. Thanks to 
a grant from extended schools and a willing 
group of local volunteers from church and com-
munity, 3 years ago we were able to launch 

what was a much needed activity in 
Weoley Castle. I say it was needed be-
cause the response from the children 
was great. Without having to advertise 
the club quickly filled up to capacity. It 
has remained there ever since.  
Recently however, due to some un-
foreseen circumstances and some less 
so we found ourselves short of help-
ers. It meant delaying the start after 
the summer holidays. We appealed to 
parents, hoping to get a few to help keep the club running. The response 
was brilliant, as 7 parents said they could help, some on a weekly basis, 
and this ensured we were able to keep going. Thanks very much. I’m 
sure the children appreciate the fact that they have come forward, we 
have nearly 40 on our books at present and still more wanting to join.  
We run activities from cooking to craft, sports to singing, drama to 
dance. It is a privilege to be part of it.  

This month we will be raising money for Activi-
ty Week through the spooky disco that will 
take place on Friday 18th October here at the 
church from 6.30pm. For more details or to 
book a ticket contact Mary Sparkes on 
07720583563. Or turn up on a Wednesday 
morning at playgroup where Mary is helping. 
Failing that you can turn up on the day.   
                                                        Mark Tubby 

 

  

Creating Change in Communities  

and the Church  

More about Weoley Castle: 
 

 Take a look at local websites (below) to find out more about the people, place and 

facilities that are part of the green, friendly environment that make up the estate. 
www.weoleycastle.net                  weoleycastlechurch.co.uk            
www.stonehousegang.co.uk         www.shenleyacademy.org.uk 
weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk 


