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DECEMBER 2013 

117 Quarry Road, Weoley Castle 

Birmingham B29 5LE 

Tel. 0121 475 3841 

CHRISTMAS  ACTIVITIES 
During December there will numerous Christmas Events, Parties and Activi-
ties for people to join.  
On 6th December we are having a Messy Church 
Carol Service, with food, fun and Festive craft from 
3.30pm.  Everyone is welcome. 

The Playgroup Christmas Party will be 
taking place on Wed 11th Dec, where 
there will be a special  guest arriving. 
Fri 13th Dec at 6.30pm the annual Ho 
Ho Ho Disco will take place, and anyone wishing to buy tick-
ets needs to contact Mary on 07720583563. all profits go to-
wards next summer’s Activity Week. 
Also that day Princethorpe Junior School Choir will be drop-
ping in to the Day Centre to come and sing Christmas Carols 
from 10.30am. 

The following Tuesday 17th Dec , there will 
be a Christmas Lunch , with an afternoon of 
entertainment to follow. Tickets are £7.00 and 
need to be bought in advance.  
Later that day the children’s club TFC, will be 
having their Christmas Party from 6pm, with 

fun, food and 
games. 
What with the various Christmas Services it is 
going to be an exciting season for WCCC. 
Hope you can join us at some of these great 
fun events. 
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DECEMBER 2013 

Dear all, 

Is it December already? I cannot believe it, but yes it is true that we are coming to the end 

of yet another year. It is a time for both individuals and corporate organisations to take 

stock. Some will declare profits and others losses. Whatever the case, you need to bear in 

mind, as I will explain later, that you are more than the sum of things that happen to you. 

However, for both our Churches it has been a year of mixed blessings considering all the 

number of people who have been hospitalised for various reasons, for the deaths we rec-

orded, and for perhaps other personal disappointments which we cannot all mention here. 

For example, apart from all the cancer treatments going on, we recently at Weoley Castle 

Community Church mourned the death of Alf Walton. And as I write to you the death of 

John Aitken of Weoley Hill Church has occurred. One of his last duties was that of coor-

dinating the distribution of the URC Reform magazine. John will be buried in the morn-

ing of Friday the 6th of December, with a memorial service to follow same day at Weoely 

Hill URC, at 2.30pm. Both these gentlemen were longstanding members of our respective 

congregations. We continue to uphold their families in our prayers.  

Nevertheless, it has not been bad news all the way. The highlights of the good news in-

clude the blessing and dedication of baby Jonathan Nganwa at Weoley Hill. How best to 

comfort us all and to physically replace those who have died than by new births. Praise 

God for His marvellous deeds! At Weoley Castle Margaret Wozencroft was able to sell 

her house during the saturated housing market crisis, and then has subsequently down-

sized into a well looked-after and newly built retirement home. Audrey Stables will be 

turning 90 in a few days’ time. I ‘hear’ she has been polishing her ‘special dancing shoes’, 

as she is poised to enjoy her day on the 8th of December with family and friends. Ha, ha, 

ha. Everyone come prepared.  

As we look back at how far we have come, the high and the low points of our individual 

journeys, we need to be careful not to be held back by the events of the past, but to look 

ahead with faith as God’s people into the New Year ahead. Although we cannot but re-

member some of those losses, but those should not define who we are. We are more than 

the sum of events that we experience. Indeed we are actively involved in God’s activity, 

which sometimes seem arbitrary. But as Philip Yancey writes, “faith means believing in 

advance what will only make sense in reverse”. Isn’t that what we are called to do, to be-

lieve God for his divine presence, protection and providence, even when they seem not to 

make sense? 

As Christmas beckons, let us get ready to bathe ourselves in the glorious choirs all 

around. As much as you can do join the various Services lined up for the season. Why not 

try something different for the night of the 31st of December – bring your whole crowd to 

the CROSSOVER NIGHT service at Weoley Hill Church to embrace the New Year in 

God’s presence. What a way to start a year. The Psalmist says of this experience, “Better 

is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere” (Psalm 84:10, NIV). 

Merry Christmas to you and all yours! God bless you 

George 
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SUNDAY                11.00am            Family Worship—everyone welcome 
                                                         Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday each month 
 
MONDAY                10.00am           Day Centre 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Over 60’s Keep Fit 
                                6.00pm             Karate 
 
TUESDAY               10.30am          Men’s Club 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Dance Club (Fortnightly) 
                                6.00pm            Children’s Club (TFC) 7-11yrs 
                                 
 
WEDNESDAY         9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group 
                                10.00am          Age Concern Club 
 
THURSDAY             10.00am          Good Company Day Centre 
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 1.30pm            Age Concern Bingo Club 
                                 6.00pm            Karate 
 
FRIDAY                    9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group 
                                 10.00am          Day Centre   
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 1.30pm            Cardiact Club  
  
SATURDAY              OCCASIONAL COFFEE MORNINGS 
 
 

                              Marriages and Baptisms by Arrangement 

MINISTER : Rev George Kalu…………………….472 0730………minister4wccc@gmail.com 

CHURCH COMMUNITY WORKER : Mark Tubby..07505521302...crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

HALL BOOKINGS : Mark Tubby………..……………475 3841…….crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

 

AGE UK OFFICE :  Tues—Thurs  9.00 am—12.30 pm……..…………...437 0479  (24 hours) 
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The church halls are available to hire for parties and events -  

                                  contact Mark on 0121 475 3841 for more details 

Our dream… 
… to upgrade of the toilet facilities at the Church, with the Disabled toilet 
not properly wheelchair-accessible; the Gents with cracked and missing 
tiles, the Ladies having one of the basins that cannot be used is moving 
forward.  
Obviously, we think it is important to upgrade these important facilities 
for the hundreds of people who use the building every week.  We have 
recently received some generous donations  as Ted & Chris Miles have 
worked hard on this with recent awards of £3000 from the Joseph Scott 
Chapel Charity plus similar from the Synod and now £7000 from Veolia  
means that we can look forward to 21st Century toilet facilities. Details 
need to be sorted out first but some time in the new year work can 

begin. Thanks to all who have helped so this   …….can become reality 

Commitment for Life 
We realise there are many places in the world where jobs, 
health care, food, water and education are in short supply. 
The URC response is to challenge people to give more of 
their income to World Development, to encourage the 

Government to do the same. Thanks to all who contributed to this as it enables 
Christian Aid's work in Central America, Israel/Palestine, Bangladesh and Zimba-
bwe.  

Christmas Quiz:  
Re-arrange the following sentence to make the first two lines of a Christmas Carol: 
"O hark the herald angels sing the boy's descent which lifted up the world" 
Answer on pg 6 

Christmas Fayre 
Thanks to everyone who helped make the Christ-
mas Fayre happen this year, it was a good event. 
We raised around £500 toward the work of the 
church, the final figure will be known soon. Thanks 
to those who came to support this too, there was a 
good atmosphere in the building. 
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Sunday 1st Dec                          11.00am                                        Rev Bob Ash 
           (Toy & Gift Service) 
                                                   
Sunday 8th Dec                          11.00m                                  Rev George Kalu  
           (Communion) 
 
Sunday 15th Dec                        11.00am                                            Bill Hales 
    
Sunday 22nd Dec                       11.00am                                  Festival Service 
 
Wednesday 25th Dec                 10.00am                                Rev George Kalu     
                          
Sunday 29th Dec                        11.00am                          Rev Ernest Cruchley 
 
Sunday 5th Jan                          11.00am                                 Rev George Kalu 
       (Joint Communion Service with Weoley Hill )           
     

 Morning Prayers take place each weekday from 9.15—9.45am   
 All welcome 

 
Elders Meeting                               7.45pm                      Wed 18th December 

Terry Elson is at home and the family are having carers visit, though St Mary’s Hospice 
have offered a period of respite which means he is there at present. 
 

Anne Izzard is still undergoing a course of chemotherapy. She is back home now. 
 

Audrey Stables is 90 on Dec 11th & Hannah Tubby turns 11 on Dec 19th.  
 

Margaret Wozencroft is waiting to hear when her radiotherapy treatment will start. 
 

Maragret Basterfield is also waiting for the results of tests to know when  treatment will 
start. 
 

June Walton has now returned home from the QE and is feeling more settled as a result. 
 

Miles the Pianist, on progress of his bone-marrow cancer:-   Recent big x-ray, apart from "subtle chang-
es" in my skull {!},  showed "multiple-level fractures in multiple thoracic vertebrae with severe osteo-
penia with some new translucencies".  (Love the jargon! They can now see daylight through the cracks 
in my bones! :)   Top consultant translated so my GP could understand:  'Mr Miles isn’t feeling too bad 
apart from some aches and pains' {!!}   Obviously, if I were a horse, I would be humanely 'put 
down'.  They’re thinking about a new drug combination to push back the cancerous junk. Anyhow, fin-
gers are still working.  Happy to have had 4 years more than expected. Thanks for your prayers and 
kindly concern. 
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ATTENTION ! 
All Birmingham Mail readers could you please save all your tokens for 
this year’s Make-a-Wish Campaign. The National Institute for Conduc-
tive Education are collecting this year, so if you are not supporting any 
other cause this time round they would be grateful of your support.  

More about Weoley Castle: 
 
 Take a look at local websites (below) to find out more about the people, place and 
facilities that are part of the green, friendly environment that make up the estate. 

www.weoleycastle.net                  weoleycastlechurch.co.uk            
www.stonehousegang.co.uk         www.shenleyacademy.org.uk 
weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ ANSWER; 
While shepherds watched their flocks by night 
All seated on the ground 

Carols on the Square 
Monday 16th December will see the Castle Square invaded by the local schools 
and churches to come together to sing Christmas Carols. The last few years has 
seen many parents turn up to listen to their children and join in the fun. This year it 
would be great to see lots of people come and join us to sing along and to enjoy 
the children’s wonderful singing. The event begins at 1.45pm so come along and 
support this great occasion once you’ve had your lunch to warm you up.  

Carol Singing for St Basil’s 
At 10am on Christmas Eve a group will gather on the Square to sing Christmas 
Carols to raise money for St. Basil’s. Anyone is welcome to come along and join 
this impromptu choir and to give to this brilliant charity. Friday 6th December will be 
St Basils Big Sleepout. If you want to get involved or if you want to know more 
about what they do visit them online at www.stbasils.org.uk  

Happy Birthday to you 
On Sunday 8th December Weoley Castle Community Church will be joining 
Audrey Stables in celebrating her 90th birthday. Following the service at 11am we 
will hosting a party with guests including family and many of her long list of friends 
and acquaintances. You are welcome to join us too. Many congratulations to one 
of the longest serving members of the church and one of Weoley’s longest resid-
ing tenants. 
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Messy Church takes place once each half term—It is a 
family friendly opportunity to explore your creative side 
using bible themes and stories, and to make lots of 
mess in a safe environment, and to then enjoy a 
shared meal. 
All families are welcome with or 
without children— just come 
prepared to join in and have fun. 

The next one will take place on  

Friday 6th Dec at 3.30pm 
For more details on what happens or to 
get involved contact  
Mark on 07505521302 or 475 3841  

Our sister church Weoley Hill also have events and activities to join in: 
 
There is a monthly Lunch Club, if you wish to join then please give your 
name to Iris Bird.  Next event takes place on Wednesday 4th Dec at 1pm. 
  
Friendship Group—2.15pm on Wednesday 11th December. 
 
Come and Sing Choir 6.30—7.30pm on Fri 6th Dec, all ages welcome. 
 
We are holding a Christmas Bazaar on sat 7th Dec from 2pm—4pm, with 
gifts, crafts, cakes etc. 
 
Our Candlelight Carol service is on Sun 22nd at 6.30pm and we have a Crib 
Service on Christmas eve at 4.00pm. 
 
Contact Ann Evans on 07904961160 or email 
annmargevans@hotmail.com  for more info about these and more events. 
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     Christmas is approaching fast  and there seems to be an increased 
sense of excitement around.              
The Tuesday Friends Club is going very 
well, with several parents bringing their 
talents and time to ensure the children 
have a great evening and learning new 
skills too. We are all off to the cinema on 
Tues 3rd Dec to see Free Birds, so 
that’s an exciting venture that we haven’t 
embarked upon before. I’ll let you know 
how it goes. 
  Messy Church is doing a Carol Service this year as a Christmas event. 
Again, this is new for this group so it should be fun as well as messy and 

a time to build relationships and explore 
life’s big questions, well, some of them. If 
you would like to get involved speak to 
Mark on 07505521302 about what we do. 
Looking forward to that too.  
  One of the local mums has started a group 
for people suffering from anxiety and it’s 
many forms. It is a self help group where 
folk can share experiences, seek advice 
and maybe find strategies that can help. If 

you are interested in this please come along on Wednesday evening at 
6pm and speak to Donna, or ask me for more details. I’m keen to sup-
port this as there is nothing like this for the people of this community.  
  Christmas is a busy period for most folk. However, if you like to take 5 
minutes out I’m always up for a coffee and chat, and people are wel-
come to turn up in church most mornings, and receive a warm welcome.    
  We are in talks with local churches and Trussell Trust to set up a Food-
bank in Weoley Castle so anyone willing to be involved can contact me 
on 07505521302.  it looks like this will happen fairly 
soon in the new year so watch out for that.  
  Finally, I’d just like to bring some sad news. Our for-
mer Assistant Cook, Liz, lost her 8 yr old son Charlie 
last weekend when he was knocked over by a car. 
Our thoughts are with Liz and the other boys, Jack and Archie, as they 
try and come to terms with such a devastating accident. 
  The next CRCW Management meeting will take place on Monday  3rd 
February at 2pm.                                                         Mark Tubby 

Creating Change in Commu-

nities and the Church  


