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JANUARY 2014 

117 Quarry Road, Weoley Castle 

Birmingham B29 5LE 

Tel. 0121 475 3841 

NEW YEAR DISCO 
Following the cancellation of the Ho Ho Ho Disco just before Christ-
mas, due to a mix up in communication, we are now holding a New 
Year one instead. It is taking place on Friday 10th January at 6.30pm. 
Tickets are priced at £4.00 each and £1.00 for under fives, and this in-
cludes a present. All proceeds will go towards the Kids Activity Week in 
the summer holidays. To get your ticket contact Mary on 07720583563.  

TFC 
The weekly children’s club will be starting again on 
Tuesday 14th January, with games, craft, cooking, 
music and drama and all sorts of fun and friendship 
for children aged 7—11 years old. People are able to 
get involved, come along on a Tuesday at 6pm and 
see what we get up to or contact Mark or Debbie. 

Playgroup 
The playgroup for pre-school children 
and tots begins again on Wednesday 
8th January at 9.15am. Come along 
and enjoy a time of friendship with other 
mums and dads, make some mess with 
the children and grab a cuppa. See 
Christine Hopkins to 
register.  
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Dear friends, 
I hope you had a very good Christmas, and that you are by faith looking forward to a 
peaceful and fulfilling New Year.   
2013 was for each one of us a year to remember for various reasons. For some it 
was for the good reasons, while for others it unfortunately was for the sad experienc-
es. For the British public and all tennis lovers they remember that Andy Murray end-
ed the long wait for another British Wimbledon singles champion since Fred Perry 
last won it in 1936. They also celebrated the birth of Prince George of Cambridge to 
Prince William and Kate.  
Globally, there were a number of headline catching events besides the ongoing eco-
nomic crisis and the pockets of conflicts around the world in places such as Syria, 
Sudan and the Central African Republic. The world was taken by surprise at the res-
ignation of the incumbent Pope Benedict XVI. For the first time in 600 years a reign-
ing Pontiff stepped down leading to the election of another, the current Pope Francis. 
The year 2013 ended with two sad events on our minds, namely the recent natural 
disaster in the Philippines and the death of the renowned freedom fighter and the first 
President of democratic South Africa, Mr Nelson Mandela.  
In a fitting tribute at Mandela’s State funeral the US President Barack Obama de-
scribed him as the ‘last great liberator of the 20

th
 century’. He said that Mandela has 

taught us that ‘Ideas cannot be contained by prison walls’, and that the ideals he 
lived for challenges us all to want to be better people. He said the prison walls did not 
crush his spirit or kill his aspirations – they rather served as incubators for those ide-
als that have ushered in freedom, equality and democracy to South Africa. Mandela 
was said to have gone to prison a bitter young man, but came out a refined states-
man. He is respected as a gentleman who preached peace and forgiveness for all 
his people (white and black), including his captors.  
Nelson Mandela actually mirrored the message of Jesus Christ – of peace, for-
giveness and reconciliation with God and other people. Jesus Christ came to liberate 
us, to lift us and to place us on course for a much higher ideal. What ideals are you 
espousing to make you a better person? May I suggest you have a look at Philippi-
ans 4:8? 
Please, can I encourage you as we start 2014 to uphold one another within our 
church and wider fellowship in prayer? As a guide you can use the church prayer list 
or the membership address book to pray for people by name. We are looking to bring 
our prayers together from Monday 20 to Sunday 26 January, 2014. If your health per-
mits you do please skip at least a meal and use that meal time to pray for people on 
the church list. You can do this for that whole week or for as many days as you can. 
Some will be fasting the whole period till at least 6pm each day. Try to be specific in 
your prayers and write the items down for future reference. Let us see how we fare 
as the year progresses. 
George 
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SUNDAY                11.00am            Family Worship—everyone welcome 
                                                         Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday each month 
 
MONDAY                10.00am           Day Centre 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Over 60’s Keep Fit 
                                6.00pm             Karate 
 
TUESDAY               10.30am          Men’s Club 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Dance Club (Fortnightly) 
                                6.00pm            Children’s Club (TFC) 7-11yrs 
                                 
 
WEDNESDAY         9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group 
                                10.00am          Age Concern Club 
 
THURSDAY             10.00am          Good Company Day Centre 
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 1.30pm            Age Concern Bingo Club 
                                 6.00pm            Karate 
 
FRIDAY                    9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group 
                                 10.00am          Day Centre   
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 1.30pm            Cardiact Club  
  
SATURDAY              OCCASIONAL COFFEE MORNINGS 
 
 

                              Marriages and Baptisms by Arrangement 

MINISTER : Rev George Kalu…………………….472 0730………minister4wccc@gmail.com 

CHURCH COMMUNITY WORKER : Mark Tubby..07505521302...crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

HALL BOOKINGS : Mark Tubby………..……………475 3841…….crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

 

AGE UK OFFICE :  Tues—Thurs  9.00 am—12.30 pm……..…………...437 0479  (24 hours) 
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The church halls are available to hire for parties and events -  

                                  contact Mark on 0121 475 3841 for more details 

Our dream… 
… to upgrade of the toilet facilities at the Church, with the Disabled toilet 
not properly wheelchair-accessible; the Gents with cracked and missing 
tiles, the Ladies having one of the basins that cannot be used is moving 
forward.  
Obviously, we think it is important to upgrade these important facilities 
for the hundreds of people who use the building every week.  We have 
recently received some generous donations  as Ted & Chris Miles have 
worked hard on this with recent awards of £3000 from the Joseph Scott 
Chapel Charity plus similar from the Synod and now £7000 from Veolia  
means that we can look forward to 21st Century toilet facilities. Details 
need to be sorted out first but some time soon work can begin. Thanks 

to all who have helped so this   …….can become reality 

LET’S PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER, LET’S PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH 
In his 1972 hit single ‘Lean on Me’ the Singer-songwriter Bill Withers makes the point that 
‘Sometimes in our lives…we all need somebody to lean on’. The Christian life is both a per-
sonal race and a communal venture. As much as we each have to answer the call to follow 
Jesus, we each have responsibility towards one another as our brother’s/sister’s keeper. 
The bible illustrates this point further when it says in Ecclesiastes 4: 
9 
Two are better than one, 

    because they have a good return for their labour: 
10 

If either of them falls down, 
    one can help the other up. 
But pity anyone who falls 
    and has no one to help them up. 

Since bible times believers have normally prayed together and encouraged one another in 
the faith. This is not to say that praying alone and for oneself is wrong or ineffective, but 
that there is greater strength in unity. In the New Testament Jesus prayed in John 17 that 
all His disciples may be one. He, in fact, encouraged them to pray together in agreement 
saying that “if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them 
by my Father in heaven. For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with 
them” (Matthew 18:19-20). And James the Apostle admonishes Christians to ‘…pray for 
each other so that you may be healed’ (James 5:16). 
Can I then encourage you to uphold one another within our church and wider fellowship in 
prayer? As a guide you can use the church prayer list or the membership address book to 
pray for people by name. We are looking to bring our prayers together from Monday 20 to 
Sunday 26 January, 2014. If your health permits you do please skip at least a meal and use 
that meal time to pray for people on the church list. You can do this for that whole week or 
for as many days as you can. Some among us are fasting the whole period till at least 6pm 
each day. Try to be specific in your prayers and write the items down for future reference. 
Let us see how we fare as the year progresses.  
George 
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Sunday 5th Jan                          11.00am                                 Rev George Kalu 
       (Joint Communion Service with Weoley Hill )   
 
Sunday 12th Jan                        11.00am                                 Rev Ian Ring 
       (With Communion) 
 
Sunday 19th Jan                        11.00am                                 Rev George Kalu 
    (Followed by Church Meeting) 
 
Sunday 26th Jan                        11.00am                                 Roger Taylor 
 
Sunday 2nd Feb                         11.00am                                Rev Graham Ball 
 
 
         
     

 Morning Prayers take place each weekday from 9.15—9.45am   
 All welcome 

 
Elders Meeting                               7.45pm                      Wed 15th January 

Anne Izzard will be finishing her chemotherapy treatment on 3rd Jan, 
and although this has been a tough time things seem to have gone well 
 
Meanwhile Margaret Basterfield will begin her treatment on the same 
day, so thoughts and prayers are with her. 
 
Terry Elson after this latest spell in hospital is to be moved to a more 
permanent  residence, though this is as yet unknown. 
 
Margaret Wozencroft is to have treatment following her operation. 

1. Freeze a jolly good fellow….. 

2. It wasn’t raining 

3. Ready Teddy Go 
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More about Weoley Castle: 
 Take a look at local websites (below) to find out more about the people, place and 
facilities that are part of the green, friendly environment that make up the estate. 

www.weoleycastle.net                  weoleycastlechurch.co.uk            
www.stonehousegang.co.uk         www.shenleyacademy.org.uk 
weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk 

During December there were several Christmas events which proved 
very successful. As well as various group 
parties there was a Lunch Club Christ- 
mas Meal with over 50 diners enjoying a  
3 course lunch, refreshments and after- 
noon entertainment.  
Great fun was has by all, and thanks to  
everyone who helped to make it happen. 
 
 
There was also the opportunity to come  
and hear Princethorpe Junior School Choir sing Christmas Carols. They 
were very good and the Friday Day Centre certainly enjoyed not just lis-             
                                                   tening but joining in with the festive fa- 
                                                   vourites. Thank you to Ms Arnold, the  
                                                   school head teacher, for teaching them  
                                                   and bringing them along too. We app- 
                                                   reciate the time and effort you and the  
                                                   children put into this event. We look for- 
                                                   Ward to you coming again next Christ- 
                                                   mas. 

Friends With Anxiety 
A new self-help group, aimed at  people who suffer with anxiety, panic 
attacks and other related problems are welcome to come along on a 
Wednesday evening at 6pm. There will be an opportunity to share with 
others in a similar position, in a place of understanding and care, and 
maybe find some helpful tips or strategies. There is also the possibility 
of bringing in some free help from MIND, who could run a course to 
help you understand and deal with situations you regularly face. For 
more information contact Donna on 07725181246. 
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Messy Church takes place once each half term—It is a family 
friendly opportunity to explore your creative side using bible 
themes and stories, and to make lots of mess in a 
safe environment, and to then enjoy a 
shared meal. 
All families are welcome with or 
without children— just come pre-
pared to join in and have fun. The 
next one will take place on  

Friday 
14th 
Feb at 
3.30pm 
For more details on what happens 
or to get involved contact  
Mark on 07505521302 or 475 
3841  

Our sister church Weoley Hill also have events and activities to join in: 
 
There is a monthly Lunch Club, if you wish to join then please give your 
name to Iris Bird.  Next event takes place on Wednesday 1st Jan at 1pm. 
  
Friendship Group—2.15pm on Wednesday 8th January 
 
Come along to our New Year crossover service at 10.30pm to bring in 2014. 
 
Contact Ann Evans on 07904961160 or email 
annmargevans@hotmail.com  for more info about these and more events. 
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Happy New Year.  
This last year has been quite an exciting one, though pretty tough for 

many. Within the church congrega-
tion there have been several folk 
with serious illness and this has 
meant involvement in community 
activities has been difficult. This 
has however, created opportunities 
for others to step in and this has 
proved very successful. The chil-
dren’s club is thriving and it contin-
ues to be a privilege to be part of it.  
Just before Christmas one of the 
local mums, Donna, busied herself 

around the building and she has 
been a real asset to have on 
board. Other parents or community 
members are heavily involved in 
the children’s club or Messy 
Church and other’s still are in-
volved in the Weoley Festival.  
This year it would be great to start 
up a Community Association, as 
this can help build bridges, involve 
more people, provide a stronger 
community voice and aide joined 
up thinking, which is always helpful in project work. If you would like to 
be involved in this please speak to me or call 077505521302. 
We would also like to venture out again into youth work so will be putting 
out feelers so as to ascertain possible support and interest form young 

people. 
In the meantime, if you have an idea that you think will 
benefit the church or community or both, I’d love to 
hear from you.  

So, I wish you all a great 2014, and may you 
know God’s blessing throughout. 
 The next CRCW Management meeting will take 

place on Monday  3rd February at 2pm.                                                         
Mark Tubby 

Creating Change in Communi-

ties and the Church  


