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MARCH 2014 

117 Quarry Road, Weoley Castle 

Birmingham B29 5LE 

Tel. 0121 475 3841 

Farewell and Thanks to George 
After discussion between Church Elders, the U.R.C. Birmingham Area Minister, the 
U.R.C. Moderator and our minister Rev George Kalu, about George’s role at Weoley 
Castle Community Church, it was proposed that this is the right time for George to 
move on. This proposal was confirmed by a meeting of Weoley Castle Church Mem-
bers on 23

rd
 February, and George is finishing his ministry at Weoley Castle at the 

end of February 2014. George remains as Minister at our sister Church in Weoley 
Hill, so we may well have informal contact in the future. We would like to thank 
George for his work with us over the last 4 years and pay tribute to his warm and en-
thusiastic personality, his faith in God and his commitment to the Gospel. We wish 
him well in his future Ministry. Please read George’s message on page 2. 
Our Sunday Church services will continue as usual, with variety given by a mixture 
of different worship leaders. We shall also remain open for services for Weddings, 
Baptisms, Blessings & Funerals, led by local people such as Mark Tubby or by URC 
ministers from nearby. If you would like to arrange one of these, or if you need to 
talk to a minister for any reason, please contact Mark Tubby crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 
or the Church Secretary Anne Izzard weoleycastlecommunitychurch50@gmail.com 
in the first instance. 

Age UK Day Centres, Lunch Clubs and Advice & Information Office News 

In brief: the Age UK Advice & Information Office remains operating exactly as be-
fore; but from 1

st
 April the Wednesday and Thursday Age UK Day Centres & Lunch 

Clubs are moving to Harborne. The Elders are proposing that the Day Centre & 
Lunch Club on Tuesdays becomes a Church one and stays here. This means that 
there will still be Day Centres and Lunches available at the Church on Mondays, 
Tuesdays & Fridays. All this is because of cuts from April 1

st
 in the Birmingham City 

Council grant to Age UK. They in turn are making economies by trying to concen-
trate things in their own Centre. We expect that the other Age UK-sponsored groups 
will remain here. The situation will be reviewed in 3 months. In the meantime, Mark 
is working hard and collaborating with others to try to put together funding in the 
longer term for a wide range of Community services and activities in Weoley Castle. 
Please contact him if you have ideas or want to help. 

mailto:crcw4wccc@talktalk.net
mailto:weoleycastlecommunitychurch50@gmail.com
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Dear Friends, 

It feels like it was just yesterday, but four years ago on February 14, 2010 you 

offered me the call to become your Minister. Since April 1 of the same year 

when we arrived we have together been through times of joy and sadness. We 

have celebrated some landmark birthdays, anniversaries, childbirths and wed-

dings within our church family and wider fellowship. In the same vein we have 

endured moments of sadness, sickness and bereavement. In those four years we 

have seen our young people (including our own children) grow before our very 

eyes. Some have transited from one level of schooling to another, and others 

have actually finished university.  

In this time I did my best to serve God among you as your Minister. Together 

we had successes and challenges, but I never stopped believing in the poten-

tials that existed in our collective ministry as a congregation. However, as in 

everything in life, there is always an end to whatever has a beginning. And that 

time has come when we have to say farewell to you. I have to move on to some 

fresh challenges that God has in store for me and the entire family, whatever 

they may be. We look into that future with excitement and curiosity to see what 

God unveils in the coming days, months and years. But we know from experi-

ence that God always means well and we are safe and at peace in His hands.  

Please, do know that we hold you in our prayers and wish you well. But now 

you have the opportunity for a fresh start in your own journey, just like us. I 

know that you have the capacity to create the future you want. I therefore leave 

you with the words of Philippians 4:8 [NIV]  

‘Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatev-

er is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—

if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.’ 

And now we commend you unto God who is 

able to keep us all from falling, the only wise 

God and perfect Judge of all – to Him be all 

the glory, honour, power and majesty, now 

and for evermore. Amen. 

Farewell! 

With all God’s blessings, 

George 
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SUNDAY                11.00am            Family Worship—everyone welcome 
                                                         Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday each month 
 
MONDAY                10.00am           Day Centre 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Over 60’s Keep Fit 
                                6.00pm             Karate 
 
TUESDAY               10.30am          Men’s Club 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Dance Club (Fortnightly) 
                                6.00pm            Children’s Club (TFC) 7-11yrs 
                                 
 
WEDNESDAY         9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group 
                                10.00am          Age Concern Club 
 
THURSDAY             10.00am          Good Company Day Centre 
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 1.30pm            Age Concern Bingo Club 
                                 6.00pm            Karate 
 
FRIDAY                    9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group 
                                 10.00am          Day Centre   
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 1.30pm            Cardiact Club  
  
SATURDAY              OCCASIONAL COFFEE MORNINGS 
 
 

                              Marriages and Baptisms by Arrangement 

CHURCH NUMBER : ……0121 475 3841…...weoleycastlecommunitychurch50@gmail.com 

CHURCH COMMUNITY WORKER : Mark Tubby..07505521302...crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

HALL BOOKINGS : Mark Tubby………..……………475 3841…….crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

 

AGE UK OFFICE :  Tues—Thurs  9.00 am—1.00 pm……..…………...437 0479  (24 hours) 
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The church halls are available to hire for parties and events -  

                                  contact Mark on 0121 475 3841 for more details 

  At last: installation of the new improved toilets! 

We plan to begin the toilet refurbishment on Monday 24
th
 

March. We intend that the building will remain open during 
the work, which will take about 2 weeks. There will be toi-
lets always accessible in the building, but there will be no 
disabled toilet for the first week or so. All groups using the 
building, and the Age UK Advice & Information Office, can 
continue as usual - except for the Day Centres and their as-
sociated Lunch Clubs. They will move to Weoley Hill 
Church while our disabled toilet is unavailable. The work 
will begin with the Gents’ & Disabled toilets, and that corner 
of the corridor will be closed with dust sheets. The Ladies’ 
will temporarily become a unisex toilet with 4 separate cubi-

cles. After the first phase is finished, the Gents’ & Disabled will provide 3 separate 
unisex cubicles, while the Ladies’ is being worked on. For safety, please keep 
away from the work area. When it is finished, you can come in, admire and use! 

Friends With Anxiety 
A new self-help group, aimed at  people who suffer 
with anxiety, panic attacks and other related prob-
lems are welcome to come along on a Wednesday 
afternoon at 1.30pm. There will be an opportunity to 
share with others in a similar position, in a place of 
understanding and care, and maybe find some help-
ful tips or strategies. There is also the possibility of 
bringing in some free help from MIND, who could run 
a course to help you understand and deal with situa-
tions you regularly face. For more information contact 
Donna on 07725181246. 

AWK 
For those  who have been awaiting this date, and others who may be 
willing to be involved this year, the Kid’s Activity Week will take place 
from Monday 4th August to Friday 8th August . If you would like to 
know more or wish to be involved speak to Christine Hopkins or Mark 
Tubby for more details. 
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Sunday 2nd March                         11.00am                                     Rev John Hart 
          
 
Sunday 9th March                          11.00am                                          Ted Forgan     
       (With Communion) 
 
Sunday 16th March                        10.30am                                Rev George Kalu 
      (Joint Service at Weoley Hill Church)  
Including a visit from the new Synod Evangelist      
     
 
Sunday 23rd March                        11.00am                                      Rev Bob Ash           
 
 
Sunday 30th March                        11.00am                                   Worship Group 
  (Mothering Sunday) 
 
             

 Morning Prayers take place each weekday from 9.15—9.45am   
 All welcome 

 
Elders Meeting                               7.45pm                                Wed 19th March 
 
Church Meeting                             12.30pm approx.                    Sun 9th March 

Margaret Basterfield is continuing her chemotherapy and thoughts and 
prayers are with her. 
 
Terry Elson is struggling with a chest infection at the moment, so please 
pray for him and the family. 
 
Margaret Wozencroft is nearing the end of her course of radiotherapy. 
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More about Weoley Castle: 

 www.weoleycastle.net                  weoleycastlechurch.co.uk            
www.stonehousegang.co.uk         www.shenleyacademy.org.uk 
weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk 

THIS MONTH’S FUNNYS 

Why did Moses wander in the desert for 40 years ? 
Ans: Even then, men just wouldn’t ask for directions  
 
THE FOLLOWING ARE TAKEN FROM CHURCH NOTICE SHEETS AND BOARDS: 

 

The Pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would 
lend him their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday 
morning.  

Festival of Skills 
On Saturday 22nd March at Beaumont Road URC, in Bournville there 
will be a special event taking place. It will showcase some of the many 
talents within the church and community and is open from 11am—4pm. 
It includes demonstrations and sessions to try out yourself. All are wel-

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
On Friday 7th March the annual Women’s World Day of prayer will be 
taking place. This year there will be a short service at St. Rose of Lima 
Church at 1.30pm, and all are welcome, not just women. Organised by 
women from the local churches this is also an international event, so 
we will be joining folk from all over the world. See you there! 

The audience is asked to remain seated until the end of the recession.  

For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery 
downstairs  

Evangelist 
The West Midlands Synod Evangelist is coming to Weoley Hill Church 
on Sunday March 16th to help us all explore ways of reaching out into 
our communities and sharing our faith stories. It’s a good opportunity to 
look at our mission and we are welcome to join the discussion. 
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Messy Church takes place once each half term—It is a family 
friendly opportunity to explore your creative side using bi-
ble themes and stories, and to make lots of mess 
in a safe environment, and to then enjoy a 
shared meal. 
All families are welcome with or 
without children— just come pre-
pared to join in and have fun. They 
normally take place on a Friday at 
3.30pm 

For more 
details on 
what hap-
pens or to get involved contact  
Mark on 07505521302 
                                 or 475 3841  

Our sister church Weoley Hill also have events and activities to join in: 
 
There is a monthly Lunch Club, if you wish to join then please give your 
name to Iris Bird. Next event takes place on Wednesday 5th March at 1pm. 
  
Friendship Group—2.15pm on Wednesday 12th March 
 
A Community Choir takes place each fortnight—next meeting at 6.30pm on  
Friday 14th March 
 
Also, there is a book group on Tues April 1st at 7.30pm. 
 
Contact Ann Evans on 07904961160 or email 
annmargevans@hotmail.com  for more info about these and more events. 
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    Hi all,   

In the wake of what is happening with Age UK and with cuts in services 
generally, a suggestion that a Community Hub is set up has been put for-
ward. This idea would bring together stakeholders from every sector, 
schools, businesses, churches, groups and organisations as well as local 
community to act together for the good of the local area. It gives a strong-
er voice, looks for funds for local services or need and tries to look out for 
the local community. To get involved speak to Mark. Councillor’s and MP’s 
are on board with the idea, and schools are already looking to get involved 
as are other groups. This could be an exciting project to be involved with, 
and will certainly require a deal of my time, but I feel it would be time well 
spent. Having a more joined up approach to services and work in a com-
munity will benefit organisations as well as the 
community itself. 
 In other news, our recent Messy Church went 
very well, using the theme of God’s love, and that 
it never leaves us, we had regular and new fami-

lies, who all 
seemed to enjoy 
the time, making 
noise, mess and 
food together. Any-
one is welcome so 
watch out for the 
next event.  
 Tuesday Club continues to go well thanks 
to the brilliant parent helpers we have who 
are committed to making it a great place for 

the children to come. We have almost 40 in our books with around 30 at-
tending each week, so that’s fantastic.  
I am also busy arranging a CRCW Residential in Cambridge, so will be 

missing for a few days in April, plus a Ministers Summer 
School in June, so will be away then too.  
You may also have noticed a visitor recently who came to 

see what CRCW is about, and is looking to be-
come one herself soon. So, overall, a reasona-
bly quiet period for me. 

  Of course, if you have an idea that you think will benefit the church or 
community or both, I’d love to hear from you. The next CRCW Manage-

ment meeting should take place on Monday 31st March at 2pm.   Mark  

Creating Change in Communities 

and the Church  


