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The short answer is loads. As we launch into the final half term of the 
school year we continue to see plenty of activity. TFC, the Tuesday 
Friends Club ,continues to be strong, with plenty of youngsters keen to 
come along, and with the parents will-
ing to help. There is still room for 
more though, so don’t be shy. The 
young people are getting involved too. 
They are working on a grant from the 
West Midlands Synod that will raise 
money for this year’s Activity Week. 
Also, they are planning a revamp of 
some of the old decoration in the 
church, hopefully freshening it up, so 
look out for that soon. The playgroup, 
which runs on Wednesday and Friday morning is thriving as ever, and if 
you’d like to support this then please speak to Christine Hopkins, who 

will be grateful for willing helpers. The 
church has been running 3 day cen-
tres recently, following the withdrawal 
of the Age UK run facilities and they 
are looking for new clients. The days 
are Monday, Friday and Tuesday, 
which is a men’s group. Ask Anne for 
more information  and how you can 
help.  It seems we are as busy as ev-
er and there is always plenty to occu-
py ourselves and our thoughts.  
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CHURCH MEETING 
At our recent church meeting it was decided to have a look at what our 
outreach/mission is in this community and what we do. this will be dis-
cussed at the next meeting. However, if you weren’t there how would 
you know.  
So, as part of the church here, what do you see as the vision of Weoley 
Castle Community Church?  
How does this look on a practical level?  
What other activities or events do you feel we should or could be doing? 
Feel free to speak to one of the Church Elders as we feel this is an im-
portant discussion that each of us can participate in. 

The total for the Christian Aid so far 
is £488 plus 0.15 Euro and 1 Ma-
laysian sen (worth one fifth of a 
penny). 
 
With a few more envelopes still to 
come in, it will top £500: thanks to 
all. 

Christian Aid 

Collecting – my thoughts 
A really noticeable thing about collecting for Christian Aid around the 
houses of Weoley Castle is the really different response from different 
houses. Some people come to the door with quite a bit more than a few 
coppers in the envelope, and they thank you for taking time to go round 
collecting. Others (and they are the majority) say they are “not interested” 
or do not even come to the door. There may be all kinds of reasons for 
this: is the name “Christian Aid” misleading? – People may think that we 
are collecting for Christians, when actually the aid goes to people of all 
faiths and none. People may hear my BBC accent and think that I am a 
bit alien to Weoley Castle and so can be ignored. People may be on ben-
efits and struggling to make ends meet, so cannot afford to respond. 
However, if there is an expensive car in the drive and the owners are “not 
interested” - that many people in the world have too little food, shelter, 
medical services and education, then I go away disheartened. The in-
structions say “be polite”, so I say to them: “Sorry to have troubled you”, 
but I would like to say: “Sorry I haven’t troubled you!” Maybe someone 
else would like to tell us in the next newsletter whether they think collect-
ing around the houses is a good idea. Collecting gives the chance for 
some to be generous, but what does it do for the others?   Ted Forgan 
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SUNDAY                11.00am            Family Worship—everyone welcome 
                                                         Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday each month 
 
MONDAY                10.00am           Day Centre 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Over 60’s Keep Fit 
                                6.00pm             Karate 
 
TUESDAY               10.30am          Men’s Club 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Dance Club (Fortnightly) 
                                6.00pm            Children’s Club (TFC) 7-11yrs 
                                 
 
WEDNESDAY         9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group 
                                 
 
THURSDAY             1.30pm            Age Concern Bingo Club 
                                 6.00pm            Karate 
 
FRIDAY                    9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group 
                                 10.00am          Day Centre   
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 1.30pm            Cardiact Club  
                                 3.30pm            Messy Church (once each half term) 
  
SATURDAY              OCCASIONAL COFFEE MORNINGS 
 
 

                              Marriages and Baptisms by Arrangement 

CHURCH NUMBER : ……0121 475 3841…...weoleycastlecommunitychurch50@gmail.com 

CHURCH COMMUNITY WORKER : Mark Tubby..07505521302...crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

HALL BOOKINGS : Mark Tubby………..……………475 3841…….crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

 

AGE UK OFFICE :  Tues—Thurs  9.00 am—2.00 pm……..…………...437 0479  (24 hours) 
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Friends With Anxiety 
A self-help group, aimed at  people who suffer with 
anxiety, panic attacks and other related problems is 
now running in the building. Folk are welcome to 
come along on a Wednesday afternoon at 1.30pm. 
There will be an opportunity to share with others in 
a similar position, in a place of understanding and 
care, and maybe find some helpful tips or strate-
gies. There is also the possibility of bringing in 
some free help from MIND, who could run a course 
to help you understand and deal with situations you 
regularly face. For more information contact Donna 
on 07725181246. 

Activity Week 
For those  who have been awaiting this 
date, and others who may be willing to be 
involved this year, the Kid’s Activity Week 
will take place from Monday 4th August 

to Friday 
8th Au-
gust . We 
have a chosen theme of myths and leg-
ends this year so I’m sure both the chil-
dren and Mary will have some imagina-
tive fun with that. If you would like to 
know more or wish to be involved speak 
to Christine Hopkins or Mark Tubby for 
more details. 

Advance Notice 
This year’s Weoley Festival will be held on 
Sunday 14th September.  This is a fun day for 
all the family, with rides, stalls, arena acts and 
more! Anyone wishing to be involved contact 
Mark on 07505521302. 
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Sunday 1st June                            11.00am                                       Roger Taylor     
          
 
Sunday 8th June                            11.00am                          Rev Ernest Cruchley           
       (With Communion) 
 
 
Sunday 15th June                          11.00am                                       Rev Bob Ash        
    
 
Sunday 22nd June                         11.00am                                         Ann Evans                
 
   
Sunday 29th June                          11.00am                                          Ian Carnell           
   
 
Sunday 6th July                             11.00am                                           Colin Hale 
             

 Morning Prayers take place each weekday from 9.15—9.45am   
 All welcome 

 
Elders Meeting                               7.45pm                             Thursday 12th June 
 
 

Margaret Basterfield is currently struggling through her chemotherapy 
treatment so please pray for her and Chris.  
 
Matthew Tubby and Charlie Smith are both in the middle of GCSE        
exams, so all the best to them. 

TOILETS LATEST 
The second stage of the toilets is now virtually complete and so the la-
dies now have a refurbished facility. Bruce Harvey is adding some final 
touches to the area above the sinks, including the mirror. So thanks to 
everyone for the patience during the work and their help to raise money, 
oversee work, do some work and generally ensure the success of the 
project. 
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More about Weoley Castle: 

 www.weoleycastle.net                  weoleycastlechurch.co.uk            
www.stonehousegang.co.uk         www.shenleyacademy.org.uk 
weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk 

The church halls are available to hire for parties and events -  

                                  contact Mark on 0121 475 3841 for more details 

One of Ted’s funnies 
Jesus and Satan were having an hour-long competition to see who was 
better on the computer. They sat down at their keyboards and typed away. 
They moused. They e-mailed with attachments. They downloaded. They 
did spreadsheets. They prepared presentations. Jesus worked with Heav-
enly efficiency and Satan was faster than hell. 
Then, ten minutes before their time was up, lightning suddenly flashed 
across the sky, thunder rolled and the power went off. 
Satan stared at his blank screen and screamed every curse known in the 
underworld. Jesus just sighed. 
Finally the electricity came back on, and each of them restarted their com-
puters. Satan started searching frantically, screaming: “It's gone! It's all 
GONE!!” 
Meanwhile, Jesus quietly started printing out all his files from the past 
hour’s work. 
Satan cried. “It's not fair! He cheated! How come he has all his work and I 
don't have any?” 
God just shrugged his shoulders and said: “JESUS SAVES”. 

Many thanks to all the people who spon-
sored Ollie + his Dad for their recent 
Macmillan Cycle ride. They did 115 miles 
over two 
days and 
have raised 
£488 before 
Gift Aid is 
taken into 

account. The photos show them before 
they set off (7am on Saturday) and Ollie 
taking a short break with a friend on the 
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Messy Church takes place once 
each half term—It is a family 
friendly opportunity to  
explore your creative side using   
bible themes and stories, and to 
make lots of mess in a safe  
environment, and to then enjoy a 
shared meal. 
All families are welcome with or 
without children— just come prepared to join in and have fun. 

They generally take place on a Fri-
day at 3.30pm and the next event is 
July 11th. 
For more details on what happens or 
 to get involved contact  
Mark on 07505521302 
                                 or 475 3841  

Our sister church Weoley Hill also has events and activities to join in: 
 
There is a monthly Lunch Club, if you wish to join then please give your 
name to Iris Bird. Next event takes place on Wednesday 4th June at 1pm. 
  
Friendship Group—2.15pm on Wednesday 11th June  
 
A Community Choir takes place each fortnight—next meeting at 6.30pm on  
Friday 13th June then Friday 27th June  
 
Also, there is a Korean Picnic on Sunday  22nd in the afternoon.  
 
 
Contact Cheryl Thornett on email cherylthornett@hotmail.com  
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Creating Change in Communities and the Church  

As we move swiftly into summer things are hotting up on the CRCW 
front. This June sees the West Midlands Summer School for ministers  
take a very definite focus on Community Work Ministry. Adella, the   
                           CRCW in Winson Green, and myself, are taking a lead 
                           in organising and delivering the sessions. This will be 
                           an opportunity to give a view on the Community Ministry 
                                                        we are involved in and to explore with 
others new possibilities. We hope it will be fun, as well as challenging 
and inspiring for all who attend. 
  Messy Church recently went well, despite being 
fairly quiet in terms of numbers, and our theme of 

Invisible God was look-
ing at God’s spirit. 
Thanks to everyone 
who helped make it 
happen and to those 
who came. Anyone else 
wishing to be involved or just to come along 
and see what it’s about are welcome. Call 
Mark on 07505521302 for more details.  
Tuesday Club is running well, with parent and 

community volunteers, though we can always use more help, as there 
are lots of children and more help means quality time to spend with 
them.  
 Work on the Day Centre facilities is proving challenging. Seeking fund-
ing in an environment where everyone is competing for less funds, and 
an economy that is still struggling, means that we are as yet unsuccess-

ful but we keep on knocking on doors, trusting that 
one will open eventually. Any ideas or help that you 
can offer in this issue would be greatly appreciated.  
 Alongside this work we are also moving forward with 
the idea of creating a Community Hub for Weoley, 
bringing together services and groups to better serve 
the community of Weoley Castle. To get involved in 
this, through ideas or action speak to Mark or Ted.  
 Activity Week is coming up fast and the planning is 
underway. We are looking for adult leaders to help 
this great summer venture, so see Christine Hopkins 

or Mark to find out more. We are meeting on June 6th here at church, 
2pm.                                                                                       Mark Tubby 


