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117 Quarry Road, Weoley Castle 

Birmingham B29 5LE 

Tel. 0121 475 3841 

OCTOBER 2014 

 CHARITY COFFEE MORNING 
 

At Weoley Castle Community Church we are 
accustomed to holding charity coffee morn-
ings. So, you’ll be able to support the latest 
one, taking place on Saturday 4th October, 
from 10am—1pm, in aid of MacMillan Cancer 
Support, by coming along and buying cakes 
and drinks during the morning. Lyn is organis-
ing it and I’m sure would welcome any contri-
butions of cakes and bakes. So this is also an 
opportunity for all those budding bakers out 
there. You could even be the next winner of 
the Great British bake off.  

This will form part of MacMillan’s 
World’s Biggest Coffee Morning, 
which actually takes place the 
week before. Please support this 
worthwhile cause. Spread the 
word!! 

FESTIVAL         We had our annual stall at this year’s Weoley Festival, 
in order to raise funds for the summer Activity Week, and we managed 
to make £129 on the day. Added to the £220 we have in donations and 
sponsorship we have a good start already to next year’s event. Thanks 
to those that helped out, it seemed to be a good day for everyone. 
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Commitment for Life” 
We have just celebrated Harvest Festival, giving thanks for all the rich-
es in our lives. However, we have also been thinking about trying to 
make the world a fairer place, where everyone has a “good harvest”. 
Part of this is the “Commitment for Life” programme of the U.R.C., 
which challenges people to give 1% of their take-home income to help 
developing countries, through Christian Aid programmes in places such 
as Central America. This goes directly to projects, like coffee-growing 
cooperatives, but it is also a message to our Government: “Do the 
same!” Envelopes for your contribution will be in the entry hall to the 
Church, to return sometime in October. Give what you can, and “Gift 
Aid” it, to make your gift worth 25% more! To find out more about what 

your donation will do, please click on the CfL 
logo on the “useful links” page of the Church 
website:   
  weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk 
 

 Ted Forgan 
 
“Gift Aid” can add 25% to your donations to Charities 
  Gordon Brown, way back when he first was chancellor, introduced 
“Gift Aid”. This means that gifts to the Church, and to “Commitment for 
Life” from taxpayers who have signed a simple form, get 25% added to 
them by the taxman. Now the present Government has extended this 
extra 25% to “small gifts” from anyone. There are two conditions on 
these small gifts (but no conditions on Gift Aid):  

no cheques 
nothing above £20 on any one day from any particular person.  
[So, if you don’t pay tax, or you haven’t signed a Gift Aid form, but 
you want to make a donation of £30 to a charity, do it in two goes – 
and in notes or coins!].  
Our work in Weoley Castle Community Church costs a lot to keep 
going, and we rely on many voluntary donations to support this. Gift 
Aid and the new “small gifts” scheme make your support much more 
valuable. Our treasurer has received Gift Aid cheques 
from the taxman for more than £3,700 this autumn. 
This doesn’t mean that the Church is rich, but it is an 
essential part of maintaining the building and all the 
activities that happen around it. Thanks for your sup-
port! 

Ted Forgan 

http://weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk/?page_id=3373
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SUNDAY                11.00am            Family Worship—everyone welcome 
                                                         Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday each month 
 
MONDAY                10.00am           Day Centre 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Over 60’s Keep Fit 
                                6.00pm             Karate 
 
TUESDAY               6.00pm            Children’s Club (TFC) 7-11yrs (Term time) 
                                 
 
WEDNESDAY         9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group (Term time) 
                                6.00pm            Karate  
                                 
 
THURSDAY             Mornings        Foot Health Practitioner  (Monthly) 
                                1.30pm            Age Concern Bingo Club 
                                 6.00pm            Karate 
 
FRIDAY                    9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group (Term time) 
                                 10.00am          Day Centre   
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 1.30pm            Cardiact Club  
                                 3.30pm            Messy Church (once each half term) 
  
SATURDAY              OCCASIONAL COFFEE MORNINGS 
 
 

                              Marriages and Baptisms by Arrangement 

CHURCH NUMBER : ……0121 475 3841…...weoleycastlecommunitychurch50@gmail.com 

CHURCH COMMUNITY WORKER : Mark Tubby..07505521302...crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

HALL BOOKINGS : Mark Tubby………..……………475 3841…….crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

 

AGE UK OFFICE :  Tues—Thurs  9.00 am—2.00 pm……..…………...437 0479  (24 hours) 
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Cards for all occasions  
Frances, one of the members of Weoley Castle 
Community Church, enjoys designing and mak-
ing greetings cards. Many folk in the church will 
have benefitted from this passion. So, if you 
know of an upcoming occasion that you would 
like to buy a card for, one that is unique, then let 
Frances know, through another church member 
or finding her on Sunday, and she will produce a se-

KNITIVITY 
Calling all knitters! During advent this 
year the local churches would like to 
do a Nativity Trail. This would involve 
local shopkeepers and businesses, as 
a knitted sheep or other knitted char-
acter would appear around the com-
munity during the advent period, may-
be in shop windows for instance. So, 
those of you who enjoy knitting, if 
you’d like to be part of this fun activity 
speak to  Debbie, who has a pattern 

for sheep, or come to St. Gabriel’s on a Thursday morning from 
10.30am. 

POSADA 
No, not sieved tomatoes, originating in Mexico, a Posada is a tradition 
of dressing as Nativity characters and visiting homes in a local com-
munity. A modern version sends round a set of Nativity characters to 
visit homes, share a prayer and pass on to another family a few days 
later. Would you like to be involved in a Weoley Castle version? To-
gether with St. Gabriel’s we like to offer this to folk in the local area. 
What do you think? 

NOTICE    This year’s Health Day for your flu vaccinations, will take place at 

The Millennium Centre on Friday 3rd October, not here at the church. 
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Sunday 5th October                     11.00am                                      Rev John Hart                                    
          
 
Sunday 12th October                   11.00am                            Rev Ernest Cruchley 
       (With Communion) 
 
 
Sunday 19th October                   11.00am                                         Rev Bob Ash           
     
 
Sunday 26th October                   11.00am                                      Joe Blackburn 
 
   
Sunday 2nd November                 11.00am                                        Rev Bob Ash 
         
 
 Morning Prayers take place on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 

9.15—9.45am  All welcome 
On Wednesday morning at 10am we are welcome to join our friends at  

St Gabriel’s for Communion and Prayers 
 
 
Elders Meeting                               7.45pm                          Monday 13th October 

Margaret Basterfield is going to have an operation Monday 29th, so re-
member her and Chris in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
Eddie Hands is still in hospital following his hip operation on Sept 17th, 
so please remember him in your prayers. Margaret , his wife, is getting 
support from her two daughters. 
 
As I do not know when all of your birthday’s are, if you would like me to 
add this to the newsletter, please let me know when it is and we can join 
your celebration! 
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Find out more about Weoley Castle and its people: 

www.weoleycastle.net                 
weoleycastlechurch.co.uk            

www.stonehousegang.co.uk         
www.shenleyacademy.org.uk 

weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk 

The church halls are available to hire for parties and events -  

                                  contact Mark on 0121 475 3841 for more details 

FORGAN’S FUNNIES 
Are you a sucker for vacuum cleaner jokes? 
 Voted best one-liner at the Edinburgh Festival this year:  ‘I’ve decided 
to get rid of my Hoover: it was just gathering dust…’ 
 
Neighbour: “Can I use your vacuum cleaner please?” 
Reply: “Sure! - So long as you don’t take it out of my house!” 
 
Q: What did the broom say to the vacuum cleaner? 
A: I wish people would stop pushing us around! 

SHOEBOX APPEAL 
I am doing shoe boxes again for Romania if anyone would like to fill a 
shoebox or give items to go in the boxes or make a donation I can buy 
items for them to fill the boxes . The boxes are for families or for elderly 
people I have got leaflets for the shoeboxes  so I can show people what 

goes in them. The organization that 
do these boxes is called Link to 
Hope and are based in Worthing. 
This will be running throughout Oc-
tober. 
If anyone wants anymore infor-
mation I am quite happy to talk to 
them . 

                                   Min Elson 
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Messy Church takes place once 
each half term—It is a family 
friendly opportunity to  
explore your creative side using   
bible themes and stories, and to 
make lots of mess in a safe  
environment, and to then enjoy a 
shared meal. 
All families are welcome with or 
without children— just come prepared to join in and have fun. 

They generally take place on a Fri-
day at 3.30pm and the next event is 
Friday 7th November. 
For more details on what happens or 
 to get involved contact  
Mark on 07505521302 
                                 or 475 3841  

Our sister church Weoley Hill also has events and activities to join in: 
 
There is a monthly Lunch Club, if you wish to join then please give your 
name to Iris Bird. Next event takes place on Wednesday 1st Oct. at 1pm. 
  
Friendship Group—2.15pm on Wednesday 8th Oct 
 
Book group welcomes new members and next meets on Tues 7th Oct. at 
7.30pm 
 
A Community Choir takes place each fortnight—next meeting at 6.30pm on  
Friday 10th October. 
 
Contact Cheryl Thornett on email cherylthornett@hotmail.com  
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Leaving the height of summer behind has not meant slowing down. 
The Weoley Festival this year, which took place on Sunday 14th Sep-
tember , involved a lot of behind the scenes work. The day itself, 
helped by good weather, was a great success. One person even la-
belled it the “best one ever”. Groups from all over the community 
came to take part, through performance acts and stalls to organising 

and advertising services. It seems that fun was had 
by all, regardless of age, race or whatever. This year 
the committee has had its ups and downs but in the 
end the event went off well, so thanks to everyone 
who contributed to make it all 
happen, it was worth it. 
The clubs and groups are all 
back up and running again after 
the summer break, so there is 
plenty happening. The chil-
dren’s Tuesday Club have al-

ready been on a trip out, to the Weoley Castle 
Ruins, where Kirsty gave them a guided tour and told us all about the 
history of the place. It was fun as well as interesting. 

Messy Church also took place during Septem-
ber, with a Harvest theme, and this too went 
well, with a great atmosphere in the building. 
Speaking of Harvest, the 
recent church Harvest 
Festival Service, which 
was followed by a soup 
lunch and a charity  auc-
tion, raised £105 for St. 
Basil’s, as well as a gen-
erous donation of tins and 

dried goods. Thank you all for your generosity and contributions. 
I’m also currently involved in things Synod and National. I shall be 
helping a student with her final year studies as well as leading a work-
shop at the URC Youth Assembly. As well as that, I’m involved in 
Youth & Children’s Work Committee, helping a church go  
through its LMMR and planning a workshop on  
Community Work for local Ministers. I guess I won’t   
get bored.       Mark Tubby Creating Change in Communities and the Church  


