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117 Quarry Road, Weoley Castle 

Birmingham B29 5LE 

Tel. 0121 475 3841 

SEPTEMBER 2014 

Festival Time 
As summer inevitably draws to a close and the holiday season is over, 
things can seem somewhat dull……….. but not here in Weoley Castle. 
We gearing up for this year’s Weoley 
Festival, the community fun day that 
takes place each year upon the 
Square. This year’s date is Septem-
ber 14th and all the action will be 
happening between 1 and 4pm, with 

rides, stalls, performing 
acts in the arena and 
lots more. It’s not too 
late to book your group a stall at the Festival, just contact 
Mark on 07505521302 or email crcw4wccc@talktalk.net.  
There’ll be lots to do and see and generally lots of local 
people to meet. This year we have dancers, displays, and 
a new MC, Phil, to keep us all entertained for the whole af-
ternoon. There’ll also be various food stalls to try out as 
well as local groups and 
charities advertising their 

services. It’s a great opportunity to get 
involved in something local, and there is 
always space for volunteers to do many 
tasks and also for the local community to 
help organise the event. New ideas and 
people are welcome. 
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Sikh lad at Asda checkout: any miracle? 
 
Lad on the checkout furthest from the self-operated machines. No-
body else waiting. Put my few items down, wearily. His face shows 
concern - am I OK? -  No, five years’ blood cancer, new drugs in 
March nearly killed me. In April, thought I was a gonner, but survived. 
Turned out the drugs had clobbered the bugs in blood. Blood tests 
better than had ever been. Still weak - hardly pick up shopping - but 
alive. Lad is interested - swipes some items, asks is it a miracle? 
People with huge trolley-load slowly begin filling space behind.  Umm 
- not sure about a miracle - yes, life is in God's hand - grateful to the 
doctors and nurses, they worked hard caring for me. Consultant is a 
Muslim, really good guy. His jihad is to fight cancer. I do the music in 
a church - people there told God very clearly they want the musician 
alive! Glad of their prayers. Lad tells me he's a Sikh - But he doesn't 
wear a turban, comb, knife? - Nah, doesn't do that stuff, but believes 
in God. - How long did he work here? {I fear it might not be long, if a 
manager overhears theology!} - Been here six years. Did I ever see a 
miracle? - I give him a tenner, he hands me the change, people be-
hind are still filling.  Well... sometimes I’ve seen very strange things 
that seemed to have no explanation. But maybe miracles are a differ-
ent thing. Watch the news, it's all violence, threats, bombing - yet 
across the world each day, ordinary people do little acts of kindness - 
care for one another - that's never on the news - maybe God hides 
there, in billions of small acts of love and kindness. -- Modern Sikh 
lad chews on this - his religion also teaches acts of kindness. We 
smile together - it's time to go.* 
 
Then on Sunday (24 Aug) at WCCC, no sermon but discussion of 
what people think of Jesus. Eddie Hands retells old tale of someone 
so busy looking for an important person, he fails to notice all the peo-
ple down the street. But Eddie has an update. Walking in town last 
week, he tripped and fell. People ran to help him up, dust him off, see 
that he's okay. He thanks them all and walks on - but there's still one 
small boy who stops him to ask: Are you all right? Eddie looks down 
and notices kindness and concern in the child's face. Reflected there, 
he sees the face of God.* 
 
*{Theological endnote} This is not to say that there's nothing more to 
be said :) But the early church recorded a surprising number of things 
that Jesus probably said, giving God more room to break out, shine, 
or hide, than one might think strictly correct! 
{m. miles} 
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SUNDAY                11.00am            Family Worship—everyone welcome 
                                                         Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday each month 
 
MONDAY                10.00am           Day Centre 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Over 60’s Keep Fit 
                                6.00pm             Karate 
 
TUESDAY               6.00pm            Children’s Club (TFC) 7-11yrs (Term time) 
                                 
 
WEDNESDAY         9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group (Term time) 
                                6.00pm            Karate  
                                 
 
THURSDAY             Mornings        Foot Health Practitioner  (Monthly) 
                                1.30pm            Age Concern Bingo Club 
                                 6.00pm            Karate 
 
FRIDAY                    9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group (Term time) 
                                 10.00am          Day Centre   
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 1.30pm            Cardiact Club  
                                 3.30pm            Messy Church (once each half term) 
  
SATURDAY              OCCASIONAL COFFEE MORNINGS 
 
 

                              Marriages and Baptisms by Arrangement 

CHURCH NUMBER : ……0121 475 3841…...weoleycastlecommunitychurch50@gmail.com 

CHURCH COMMUNITY WORKER : Mark Tubby..07505521302...crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

HALL BOOKINGS : Mark Tubby………..……………475 3841…….crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

 

AGE UK OFFICE :  Tues—Thurs  9.00 am—2.00 pm……..…………...437 0479  (24 hours) 
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Cards for all occasions  
Frances, one of the members of Weoley Castle 
Community Church, enjoys designing and making 
greetings cards. Many folk in the church will 
have benefitted from this passion. So, if you 
know of an upcoming occasion that you would 
like to buy a card for, one that is unique, then let 
Frances know, through another church member 
or finding her on Sunday, and she will produce a 
selection of homemade designs for you.   

DEATH  AND RESURRECTION 
As a family, we have just come back from France, where Debbie’s sis-

ter and her husband moved to last year fol-
lowing his retirement. When they moved it 
looked like a massive task they had taken 
on. Buying what seemed just a broken shell 
of a building, where many would have 
thought it was simply too big and hopeless a 
task, they sought to transform the place. 
When we visited the project was still very 

much in progress. But then progress itself is a sign of hope, a resurrec-
tion of life into what was dead and virtually forgotten.  
 I have been reflecting on this over the past few days and it seems to 
me that we often encounter death and 
resurrection in our lives. I know church-
es that appear dead and apparently 
without hope be revived and find a new 
lease of life.  
We’ve recently seen things here at 
Weoley Castle Community Church die 
off, activities disappear, without hope of 
re-emerging. However, as so often is the 
case with God, there tends to be a next chapter, a fresh and often un-
expected development that we are part of.  
 Like my sister and brother in law, we can create opportunities to build 
upon foundations laid years before, but not necessarily building the 
same thing. So, as we journey together with God, let’s look with hope 
to what God has in store next.      Mark Tubby  
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Sunday 7th September                  11.00am                                       David Parker                    
          
 
Sunday 14th September                11.00am                                  Alan Cotgreave 
       (With Communion) 
 
 
Sunday 21st September                 11.00am                                  Worship Group 
    (Harvest Service) 
 
Sunday 28th September                 11.00am                                 Frank Challenor    
 
   
Sunday 5th October                       11.00am                                     Rev John Hart        
           
 
 Morning Prayers take place on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 

9.15—9.45am  All welcome 
On Wednesday morning at 10am we are welcome to join our friends at  

St Gabriel’s for Communion and Prayers 
 
 
Elders Meeting                               7.45pm                          Wednesday 10th Sept                          
 
CRCW  meeting                              2.00pm                                Monday 29th Sept                                      

Margaret Basterfield awaits an operation, so remember her and Chris.  
 
Well done to Matthew Tubby on gaining all the exam results he needed 
for entry into 6th form at Shenley, where he will now be joined by his sis-
ter, Hannah, as she begins life there. Well done too to Charlie Smith 
who gained 8 GCSE’s in his exams and is now off to college. 
 
Eddie Hands is going into hospital on Sept 17th for an operation, so 
please remember him in your prayers. 
 
Also, Steven Harvey gained his qualifications and is off to Reading Uni-
versity, Michael starts his PGCE this month and David is beginning his 
studies toward a PhD, so all the very best to them.  
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Find out more about Weoley Castle and its people: 

www.weoleycastle.net                 
weoleycastlechurch.co.uk            

www.stonehousegang.co.uk         
www.shenleyacademy.org.uk 

weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk 

The church halls are available to hire for parties and events -  

                                  contact Mark on 0121 475 3841 for more details 

Forgan’s Funnies  GRATE CHEESE QUESTIONS 
 

1. What cheese can attract a grizzly from his cave? 
2. What cheese is made backwards? 
3. What cheese can you use to hide a small horse? 
4. How must you eat Welsh cheese? 
5. What cheese is unhappy? 
6. What is the most religious cheese? 

Answers at foot of page 

1. Camembert 
2. Edam 
3. Mascarpone 
4. Caerphilly 
5. Blue cheese 
6. Emmental (because it’s holey) 

Moving On 
Two former Minister’s of Weoley Castle Community Church are leaving 
the Synod. Jacky Embrey is moving to Mersey Synod, where she will 
take up the post of Synod Moderator, and George Kalu is moving to 
Kent, where he will join the Sandwich & Thanet Cluster of the URC . We 
wish them both well in there next venture with God and thank them for 
the service they have offered here and in the wider Synod. Jacky’s in-
duction will take place on Sat 6th September and George’s on Saturday 
29th November. 
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Messy Church takes place once 
each half term—It is a family 
friendly opportunity to  
explore your creative side using   
bible themes and stories, and to 
make lots of mess in a safe  
environment, and to then enjoy a 
shared meal. 
All families are welcome with or 
without children— just come prepared to join in and have fun. 

They generally take place on a Fri-
day at 3.30pm and the next event is 
Friday 19th September. 
For more details on what happens or 
 to get involved contact  
Mark on 07505521302 
                                 or 475 3841  

Our sister church Weoley Hill also has events and activities to join in: 
 
There is a monthly Lunch Club, if you wish to join then please give your 
name to Iris Bird. Next event takes place on Wednesday 3rd Sept. at 1pm. 
  
Friendship Group—2.15pm on Wednesday 10th Sept 
 
A Community Choir takes place each fortnight—next meeting at 6.30pm on  
Friday 12th September. 
 
There is a Harvest Supper and Beetle Drive too, on Sat 27th at  6.00pm 
 
 
Contact Cheryl Thornett on email cherylthornett@hotmail.com  
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Creating Change in Communities and the Church  

Well, another action packed Activity Week has come and gone, with 
children and challenges, fun and friends, there was plenty to amuse and 
bemuse. With a great bunch of volunteer helpers, old and new, we set 

out to ensure the 40 or so children 
that booked their place this year had 
one week to remember. Using the na-
tional library reading scheme’s theme, 
our Land of Legend did not disappoint. 
We had crafts galore, led, as usual, by 
Mary, plus games, Legend themed 
wacky team sports, trips out plus the 
finale with Caribbean cooking, led by 
Nola and 
the gang. 

It amounted to a wonderful week which 
was only briefly interrupted by the British 
weather. Despite a dip for a couple of the 
girls and myself in the canal, the children 
had a brilliant time and were already talk-
ing about next year. So, a massive thanks 
to all our helpers, as without their input the 

whole thing 
would be impossible. Also, thanks must 
go to Chris Hopkins, who co-ordinated 
and brought everyone together to make it 
all happen. Roll on next year!! 
Other things to get my teeth into include 
the idea of a Community Hub, which we 
hope to bring to fruition in the near future 
and develop over time. If you would like to 

know more about this please contact me on 07505521302. Your input is 
invaluable in developing the services we offer here. The steering group 
are looking to meet again soon so I will let you know what is happening 
next.  
Also, Messy Church is happening again this month, on 19th, so look out 
for that, it is worth a visit, especially if you like mess. The  
Children’s Club, TFC, is back on again this month, as is  
Playgroup. So, plenty to keep us all occupied.  Mark Tubby 


