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117 Quarry Road, Weoley Castle 

Birmingham B29 5LE 

Tel. 0121 475 3841 

decemBER 2014 

CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 
Apparently there is a worldwide celebra-
tion happening this month, called Christ-
mas. So, as part of the celebrations we 
are offering various events and groups for 
people to join in. On Tuesday 9th Dec. 
6—8pm, our children’s club, TFC, is hav-
ing a party, with food, fun games, friends 
and fantastical festivities.  
The next week, on Wed 17th Dec, from 
9.30am, our annual playgroup party is 
taking place, with food and fun plus a very special guest  in red. 

We are also having  Festival Service on Sun-
day 21st Dec, at 11am, with Carols and Nativ-
ity and all are welcome. 
On Christmas Day anyone is also welcome to 
join us celebrating the reason for the season 
at 10am, where you can bring along your pre-
sents. 
A schools and churches joint venture, Carols 
on the Square, is happening on Mon 8th Dec 
at 1.45pm, and anyone can join the wonderful 
seasonal community sing along. 
MESSY NATIVITY 

Friday 5th December from 3.30pm is the date to note for our next Messy 
Church event. There will be craft, games, stories, songs and food, with 
plenty of mess for all the family to enjoy, all around the Nativity. Everybody 
is welcome to this informal gathering of people from all backgrounds. To 
find out more call Mark on 07505521302. Otherwise, see you there !  
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Hi all, at a recent church meeting I suggested that we share our faith / 
church stories as a way of encouraging us. I have had some stories 
given to me and it would be great if others could add to this. It doesn’t 
have to be a literary masterpiece, or even very long, just a few sentenc-
es is fine. If you could send them to me via email or any other media 
you find easy then I’ll collate them so we can share with one another as 
we look to the future and what it may hold. Thanks very much, Mark 
 
ELDERS ELECTIONS 
Please ensure your voting form for the Elder’s Elections are com-
pleted and placed into the box at church or given to one of the 
current Elders by Sunday 14th December, thanks. 
 
“Gift Aid” can add 25% to your donations to Charities 
  Gordon Brown, way back when he first was chancellor, introduced 
“Gift Aid”. This means that gifts to the Church, and to “Commitment for 
Life” from taxpayers who have signed a simple form, get 25% added to 
them by the taxman. Now the present Government has extended this 
extra 25% to “small gifts” from anyone. There are two conditions on 
these small gifts (but no conditions on Gift Aid):  

no cheques 
nothing above £20 on any one day from any particular person.  
[So, if you don’t pay tax, or you haven’t signed a Gift Aid form, but 
you want to make a donation of £30 to a charity, do it in two goes – 
and in notes or coins!].  
Our work in Weoley Castle Community Church costs a lot to keep 
going, and we rely on many voluntary donations to 
support this. Gift Aid and the new “small gifts” 
scheme make your support much more valuable. 
Our treasurer has received Gift Aid cheques from 
the taxman for more than £3,700 this autumn. This 
doesn’t mean that the Church is rich, but it is an es-
sential part of maintaining the building and all the ac-
tivities that happen around it. Thanks for your support!                                                
Ted Forgan 

The church halls are available to hire for parties and events -  

                                  contact Mark on 0121 475 3841 for more details 
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SUNDAY                11.00am            Family Worship—everyone welcome 
                                                         Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday each month 
 
MONDAY                10.00am           Day Centre 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Over 60’s Keep Fit 
                                6.00pm             Karate 
 
TUESDAY               6.00pm            Children’s Club (TFC) 7-11yrs (Term time) 
                                 
 
WEDNESDAY         9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group (Term time) 
                                6.00pm            Karate  
                                 
 
THURSDAY             Mornings        Foot Health Practitioner  (Monthly) 
                                 6.00pm           Karate 
 
FRIDAY                    9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group (Term time) 
                                 10.00am          Day Centre   
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 1.30pm            Cardiact Club  
                                 3.30pm            Messy Church (once each half term) 
  
SATURDAY              OCCASIONAL COFFEE MORNINGS 
 
 

                              Marriages and Baptisms by Arrangement 

CHURCH NUMBER : ……0121 475 3841…....weoleycastlecommunitychurch50@gmail.com 

COMMUNITY MINISTER : Mark Tubby…………...07505521302...crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

HALL BOOKINGS : Mark Tubby………..……………475 3841…….crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

 

AGE UK OFFICE :  Tues—Thurs  9.00 am—2.00 pm……..…………...437 0479  (24 hours) 
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Cards for all occasions  
Frances, one of the members of the Church, de-
sign and makes greetings cards. Folk in the 
church have benefitted from this passion. So, if 
you know of an upcoming occasion that you 
would like to buy a card for, one that is unique, 
then let Frances know Sunday, and she will pro-
duce a selection of homemade designs for you.   

KNITIVITY   Look out for the sheep 
around the Square over Advent this 
year. It appears that the Bethlehem 
shepherds have allowed them to drift off 
and they have been seen in shops on 
Castle Square. See if you can find them 
all, write down their names and be in 
with a chance of winning a prize! Speak 
to the Shopkeepers or the Library staff 
to get your Trail Form. 

FESTIVAL OF ANGELS 
On Sunday 7th December there will be a community event for all the 
family, with craft, refreshments, story telling and a host of angels, and it 
will all be found down at the Weoley Castle Ruins. A Charity Santa’s 
Grotto will be running, for just £1 each. This free event takes place from 
1pm to about 5pm. 

CHRISTINGLE 

Another Christmas event to get involved in this year is St Ga-
briel’s Christingle Service on Dec 24th at 4pm. Everyone is 
welcome to join this informal, family yet symbolic event . 

POSADA 
No, not sieved tomatoes, originating in Mexico, a Posada is a tradition 
of dressing as Nativity characters and visiting homes in a local com-
munity. A modern version sends round a set of Nativity characters to 
visit homes during Advent, ours will be locally knitted, share a prayer 
and pass on to another family a few days later. Would you like to be 
involved in a Weoley Castle version? Together with St. Gabriel’s we’d 
like to offer this to folk in the local area. Speak to Mark or Debbie, or 
Kate from St. Gabriel’s about getting involved. 
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Sunday 7th December                   11.00am                                  Alan Cotgreave        
          
 
Sunday 14th December                  11.00am                                       Mark Tubby 
       (Communion) 
 
 
Sunday 21st December                  11.00am                                  Worship Group  
    (Festival Service) 
 
Sunday 25th December                  10.00am                                       Mark Tubby                    
    (Christmas Celebration) 
   
Sunday 28th December                 11.00am                                 Informal Service 
     
 
Sunday 4th January                       11.0am                                     Christine Miles 
 
 Morning Prayers take place on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 

9.15—9.45am  All welcome 
On Wednesday morning at 10am we are welcome to join our friends at  

St Gabriel’s for Communion and Prayers 
 
 
Elders Meeting                               7.45pm                             Mon 15th December           

Margaret Basterfield is recovering well after her operation and has now 
been discharged form the hospital.  
 

Anne Izzard is undergoing a second course of chemotherapy so please 
pray for her recovery. 
 
The funeral of Eddie Hands will take place on Friday 5th December, at 
2pm at Lodge Hill Crematorium, where you are welcome. 
Donations toward British Heart Foundation will be taken on the day. 
 
Birthdays this month include Audrey Stables on 11th December, Mark 
Tubby on 17th December and Hannah Tubby on 19th December.  
If I have missed yours, please let me know when it is and I can remem-
ber next time, Mark 
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Find out more about Weoley Castle and its people: 

www.weoleycastle.net                 
weoleycastlechurch.co.uk            

www.stonehousegang.co.uk         
www.shenleyacademy.org.uk 

weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk 

A recent Church Meeting raised some interesting discussion points and 
ideas to follow up, which we will do in the New Year. Meanwhile if you 
have anything to add regarding Weoley Castle Community Church, it’s 
mission, and direction for the future please speak to one of the Elders.  
 
FORGAN’S FUNNIES 
Christmas jokes: these will sleigh you 
 
Why do Santa’s little helpers have to wear seat belts on the sleigh?  
Elfin safety. 
What is the purpose of reindeer? It makes the grass grow, sweetie. 
What do you call the fear of getting stuck in a chimney?  
Santaclaustrophobia 
Good King Wenceslas phoned Domino's for a pizza. The salesgirl asked 
him: “Do you want your usual? Deep pan, crisp and even?” 
Doctors tell us that after Christmas there will be over seven million people 
in this country who are overweight.  
These, of course, are only round figures. 
What was the best thing about Jesus’ early life?  
He was born into a stable environment. 
[Seriously - it was just the opposite: amazing, the way that God chose to 
show his love for us…] 

How Ted Invented the Hadron Collider 
Many users of WCCC's premises admire the speed with which small children 
tear around the back corridors.   Not many know that this was the origin of the 
billion-dollar CERN Hadron Collider which knocks spots off protons somewhere 
under the Swiss Alps.  One day our humorous physics professor Ted Forgan was 
watching the kiddies flying round the WCCC racetrack in opposite directions, 
running headlong into each other at the doorways, with bits scattering in all di-
rections.  The rest was a Forgan conclusion!!  
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Messy Church takes place 
once each half term—It is a 
family friendly opportunity to  
explore your creative side using   
bible themes and stories, and to 
make lots of mess in a safe  
environment, and to then enjoy a 
shared meal. 
All families are welcome with or 
without children— just come prepared to join in and have fun. 

They generally take place on a Fri-
day at 3.30pm and the next event is 
Friday 5th December. 
For more details on what happens or 
 to get involved contact  
Mark on 07505521302 
                                 or 475 3841  

Our sister church Weoley Hill also has events and activities to join in: 
 
There is a monthly Lunch Club, if you wish to join then please give your 
name to Nancy Nicholls. Next event takes place on Wednesday 3rd Dec. 
at 1pm. 
  
Friendship Group Christmas Lunch —12.15pm on Wednesday 10th Dec. 
 
There is also a Community Choir which next meets on Fri 5th Dec at 
6.30pm. 
 
Christmas Services include a Carol Service on Fri 19th at 9.30am, Carol 
Service by Candlelight on Sun 21st at 6.30pm, a Crib service on Dec 
24th at 4pm and New Year’s Eve Service at 10.30pm. All welcome. 
 
Contact Cheryl Thornett on email cherylthornett@hotmail.com  
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Creating Change in Communities and the Church  

CRCW, what on earth is that? Well, it’s simply the church and communi-
ty engaging together to make this a better place to live and work. If you 
have ideas or ways that you think Weoley Castle can become a great 
place to be then please contact Mark on 07505521302. 
Over the last few weeks there has been plenty to be getting involved 
with. Our Tuesday Club, for 7—11 yr 
olds continues to thrive in numbers. 
However, without the help from parents 
and others to make it all happen this 
fantastic creative and fun space would-
n’t exist. We are very grateful to those 
folk who give up their time talents and 
energy to ensure the local children 
have an environment where they can 
flourish and feel valued. If you are able 
to offer help with this activity call Mark on 07505521302, thanks. 
Our recent Messy Church event went well, with families old and new 

coming along to join in the fun and creativity. Any-
one is welcome to come along. You can even just 
turn up on the day.    
At the recent Weoley Festival AGM, I felt that it 
was time to step down, meaning there are very 
few folk involved at the moment to make the event 
happen. If you would like to know more about get-
ting involved feel free to contact me and I can give 
you the low down.  
The New Year will see a new face in the world of 
CRCW, as Vicky, a student in Manchester, joins 
us on placement. Look out 

for contributions from her in the future. 
Finally, a massive thank you to Diane and Gill, our 
Cook and Assistant, who, due to cuts in funding 
are having to leave us at the end of the year. 
Thanks for all your hard work and dedication la-
dies, it’s been a privilege. 
I’ll leave it there but in the meantime I hope you have a wonderful Christ-
mas and Great New Year and I’ll be back in 2015 with  
more news and views from Weoley Castle.  
   Mark Tubby 


