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117 Quarry Road, Weoley Castle 

Birmingham B29 5LE 

Tel. 0121 475 3841 

febrUARY 2015 

THINGS ARE GETTING MESSY 
On Friday 27th February we are having our next Messy Church event. All 
are welcome to come along from 3.30pm, where we will explore the 

theme using craft, games, songs, stories and 
more. It will all finish off with a meal so if this 
sounds like something you’d want to come to 
contact Mark on 07505521302 and do bring 
along your friends. If you would like to get in-
volved in this family friendly activity you are 
very welcome. We meet to discuss a theme, 
plan crafts and work on how to improve what 
we offer, so more input is gratefully accepted.  

In other news, we offer a big thank you to Bruce Harvey , who spent sev-
eral hours, many on his knees, removing and repairing the dishwasher, 
which now works fine again. So, thanks, Bruce. 
If you know of groups or organisations that are looking for somewhere to 
meet then we would like to hear from you. We can offer a great space at 
the heart of a wonderful community. We’d love to explore more ways of 
serving Weoley Castle and its people. 

We are looking forward to Vicky Longbone, a 
CRCWM student, coming to join us next month, 
so here she is, so that you recognise her when 
she arrives. 
Whilst welcoming one we are having to say good-
bye to Rev Kate Pearson, who is leaving Weoley 
Castle this month as she has finished her Curacy 
at St Gabriels and is to take up a post as Chaplain 

to Warwick University. We wish her all the best in her new 
venture, it’s been a pleasure and privilege working with her.  

VICKY KATE 
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Tolerating Community 
"Mac, wake up!  Mac!  Mac!?  Wake up man, Tom’s fallen down the stairs. I need 

a hand!"  Suddenly I’m way back there in 1972, remembering the big house in 

Cambridge, on Station Road, owned by ‘Jesus’ or was it ‘Maudlin’ College, 

loaned to the Cyrenians.  It was supposed to be a ‘therapeutic community’ or 

‘half-way house’ for people who had been sleeping rough but had graduated 

from the ‘night shelter’ and were trying to kick the alcohol and get their lives to-

gether; and others who had been in mental hospital for years and hoped to 

‘transition’ to independent living.  Mac was in the building trade, moving wher-

ever there was work, living in cheap hotels with dozens of others. One man fell 

asleep smoking, and set the hotel on fire.  Mac jumped from an upper window, 

broke both feet but lived, while some of his mates died in the smoke. Mac lost 

his job through the injuries, and lost his balance with the trauma and conse-

quent drinking, but he was still a man, a Scotsman, with some self-respect. 

When Tom, the fat, old, wreck of a man went down the stairs, and I was woken 

by the crash and went to check for burglars, and found Tom groaning on the 

ground floor, it was Mac whom I shook awake, out of the odd bunch of misfits in 

the house. He helped check that Tom really was alive and needed urgent help.  

Mac stayed with Tom while I unlocked the phone and dialled 999. 

  Cambridge resurfaced in my mind lately during debate at WCCC over 

giving hot meals to old folk -- the Cyrenian house was the last time C. and I spent 

months shopping and cooking for a dozen people and of course had to keep the 

meat locked in a fridge otherwise some residents (and their rough-sleeper pals 

who used to invade the house) would get up early and have a huge fry-up for 

bacon butties, leaving nothing for the more harmless residents’ breakfast!  

Memory is jogged too by the endless discussion on finding cash to keep the 

church going as a place of openness and tolerance of diversity and vulnerability. 

That Cyrenian committee also struggled to raise funds -- I remember Nick Boyle, 

studying Wittgenstein for his PhD, chairing the weekly House Meeting where 

residents and volunteers could discuss very frankly anything and everything, in-

cluding one another’s behaviour, aiming to be ‘democratic’, ‘honest’, and 

‘tolerant’, putting up with one another’s quirks, because we were ‘all in the 

same boat’.  {But were we?  In 43 years, have we learnt anything about following 

a spiritual pathway amidst ‘real life’ where bills need payment using other peo-

ple’s charitable gifts and laws on health, smoke alarms, and risk assessment?) 

m. miles 
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SUNDAY                11.00am            Family Worship—everyone welcome 
                                                         Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday each month 
 
MONDAY                10.00am           Day Centre 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Over 60’s Keep Fit 
                                6.00pm             Karate 
 
TUESDAY               6.00pm            Children’s Club (TFC) 7-11yrs (Term time) 
                                 
 
WEDNESDAY         9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group (Term time) 
                                6.00pm            Karate  
                                 
 
THURSDAY             Mornings        Foot Health Practitioner  (Monthly) 
                                 6.00pm           Karate 
 
FRIDAY                    9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group (Term time) 
                                 10.00am          Day Centre   
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 1.30pm            Cardiact Club  
                                 3.30pm            Messy Church (once each half term) 
  
SATURDAY              OCCASIONAL COFFEE MORNINGS 
 
 

                              Marriages and Baptisms by Arrangement 

CHURCH NUMBER : ……0121 475 3841…....weoleycastlecommunitychurch50@gmail.com 

COMMUNITY MINISTER : Mark Tubby…………...07505521302...crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

HALL BOOKINGS : Mark Tubby………..……………475 3841…….crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

 

AGE UK OFFICE :  Tues—Thurs  9.00 am—2.00 pm……..…………...437 0479  (24 hours) 
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Cards for all occasions  
Frances, one of the members of the Church, de-
sign and makes greetings cards. Folk in the 
church have benefitted from this passion. So, if 
you know of an upcoming occasion that you 
would like to buy a card for, one that is unique, 
then let Frances know Sunday, and she will pro-
duce a selection of homemade designs for you.   

The church halls are available to hire for parties and events -  

                                  contact Mark on 0121 475 3841 for more details 

What’s happening? 
We are changing the way we operate our our Lunch Clubs, which are 
on Mondays and Fridays. They have certainly NOT finished, as some 

rumours have said. We are still supplying 
tasty hot meals, but thanks to some very 
kind volunteers, we have been able to re-
duce the cost of running this service, 
which was needed because of funding 
cuts. We shall continue to try to cater for 
all of you who find this a really valuable 
part of their week.  We thank you for your 
patience at this time. 

 
Age UK still currently have an office in the building but are struggling 
for funding to continue. We will keep you informed when we know 
what is definite. They have suffered cuts as everyone else but mean-
time still offer a really good service to those over 50, Eddie is a great 
source of advice and information, so drop in and see him between 
9.30am and 2.00pm, Tues—Thurs.  

For Valentines 
Love is our true destiny. We do not find the meaning of life by ourselves alone - 

we find it with another   -   Thomas Merton 

For it was not into my ear you whispered, but into my heart. It was not my lips 

you kissed, but my soul   -   Judy Garland 

All you need is love. But a little chocolate now and then doesn't hurt    -  

Charles M. Shultz 
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Sunday 1st February                       11.00am                                   Bruce Harvey       
          
 
Sunday 8th February                       11.00am                                 Rev Pat Nimmo 
       (Communion ) 
 
 
Sunday 15th February                      11.00am                                  Blair Kesseler 
     
 
Sunday 22nd February                     11.00am                                    Carol Farrell 
     
 
Sunday 1st March                             11.00am                     Rev Graham Sweeney                      
 
 Morning Prayers take place on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 

9.15—9.45am  All welcome 
On Wednesday morning at 10am we are welcome to join our friends at  

St Gabriel’s for Communion and Prayers 
 
 
Elders Meeting                               7.30pm                             Wed 11th February   
 
 
Church Meeting                             12.30pm                           Sun 15th February 

 
 
 
 

Anne Izzard has been finishing a second course of chemotherapy so 
please pray for her recovery. 
 
Audrey Stables moved to the Kenrick Centre to further aid her rehabilita-
tion, so please pray for her and the family. 
 
Margaret Hands would like to thank everybody for their thoughts and 
prayers, and following Eddie’s funeral £400 has been raised to go to the 
British Heart Foundation, thank you. 

A church member Joan Bradnick, who moved into Oakview Care 
Home recently, has had a fall and is now in hospital. 
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Find out more about Weoley Castle and its people: 

www.weoleycastle.net                 
weoleycastlechurch.co.uk            

www.stonehousegang.co.uk         
www.shenleyacademy.org.uk 

weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk 

 

A little ‘sobering’ tale for Burns Night! 
Winters can be extremely cold in northern Scotland, so the owner of the 
estate felt he was doing a good deed when he bought earmuffs for his 
farm worker, Archie. Noticing, however, that Archie wasn't wearing the 
earmuffs even on the coldest day, the owner asked, 'Didn't you like the 
earmuffs I gave you?' Archie replied, not wishing to upset his employer, 
'Och, they are a wondrous thing.' 'Then why don't you wear them then?' 
Archie explained, 'Well, I was wearing them the first day, but somebody 
offered to buy me a drink and I didnae hear him.' 
By Hoots McCrivven                                                     Submitted by James Elson 

FORGANS FUNNIES 
By popular request: more “my wife” jokes:* 
My wife’s gone to St Petersburg. – Is she Russian? – No, she’s taking her 
time… 
My wife’s gone to the Welsh borders. – Wye? – Search me… 
My wife went to a terrible concert in south-east Asia. – Singapore? – Yes, 
and the band were lousy too… 
My wife’s parents are from Croatia. – Split? – No they’re still happily mar-
ried… 
My wife visited an archaeological site in Iraq. – Ur? – I said an archaeo-
logical site in Iraq… 
My wife went to a botanical garden in London. – Kew? – Yes, it was quite 
busy… 
My wife had an accident climbing a volcano. – Krakatoa? – No, she broke 
a leg… 
My wife went on a boat trip up the Siberian coast. – Vladivostok? – Yes, 
they had to get an icebreaker… 
 

*Or was it by popular request: NO more “my wife” jokes? 
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Messy Church takes place 
once each half term—It is a 
family friendly opportunity to  
explore your creative side using   
bible themes and stories, and to 
make lots of mess in a safe  
environment, and to then enjoy a 
shared meal. 
All families are welcome with or 
without children— just come pre- pared to join in and 

have fun. They generally take place 
on Friday at 3.30pm and the next 
event is  
27th February, so watch out for it!. 
For more details on what happens or 
 to get involved contact  
Mark on 07505521302 
                                 or 475 3841  

Our sister church Weoley Hill also has events and activities to join in: 
 
There is a monthly Lunch Club, if you wish to join then please give your 
name to Nancy Nicholls. The next one takes place on Wednesday 4th 
February at 1.00pm. 
  
Friendship Group —2.15pm on Wednesday 11th February  
 
The Community Choir meets weekly on Fridays at 6.30pm. 
 
A book group takes place next on Wednesday 25th February at 7.30pm 
 
There is also a Quiz Night with Fish and Chips on Sat 28th Feb at 6pm 
 
Contact Cheryl Thornett on email cherylthornett@hotmail.com  



8 

Creating Change in Communities and the Church  

 Hi folks, with another year gone it’s good to look forward to what this 
year may hold for us. With little sign of a Minister of Word & Sacrament 
to work with us at present, I’m happy to adapt to what is needed for 
WCCC. We have been having discussions recently on what the future 
may hold, which of course, none of us can really tell, but it is good to 

look at what we may face.  
What is more certain is the exciting 
possibilities that we have. The Tues-
day Friends Club, which come Christ-
mas lost some of its committed helpers 
for various reasons, now has about 12 
people willing and able to come along 
and work with the children, sharing tal-
ents and passions and time, to ensure 
they have a space to explore and cre-

ate and enjoy. Thanks to everyone who has come along to help us.  
Messy Church is happening this month, and with Kate from St. Gabri-
el’s moving on we are looking at 
getting other people involved in 
this activity too. If you or someone 
you know may like to come along 
and find out what we do, or how 
to get involved, contact Mark. 
Incidentally, there is a Leaving 
Lunch for Kate at St. Gabriel’s on 
Sunday 8th February at 12 noon, 
for those who knew her. They 
wish to know numbers so if you 
could get back to me I can pass it on, ta. 
Alongside these local activities I have been involved in wider activities. 
These include running workshops at the URC Youth Assembly recently, 
helping young people explore life in community through colours and 
stories. I enjoyed it, and hopefully so did the young people. 
I’m also planning a Community Work Weekend, for churches and indi-
viduals looking to explore this ministry and all it has to offer churches 
and communities, and I’ll be delivering this in April,  
with Adella, the Community Minister from Winson Green. 
Mark Tubby, Community Minister 

TUESDAY FRIENDS CLUB 

MESSY CHURCH 


