
1 

117 Quarry Road, Weoley Castle 

Birmingham B29 5LE 

Tel. 0121 475 3841 

SEPTember 2015 

What with the school holidays finishing and Activity Week over for anoth-
er year,  the office refurbished, it must be time to take a breather.      
However,  it’s Festival time here in Weoley Castle, so no rest just yet. 
This year’s event will take place on Sunday 13th September, where 

Weoley Castle Community Church 
will join many others in setting up a 
stall to raise awareness about who 
we are and what we do. The Festi-
val, which runs from 1—4pm will in-
clude acts in an arena and food 
sellers, a showcase of groups and 
activities that Weoley has to offer. 
It’s not too late to get involved ei-
ther. Tony, the organising commit-
tee’s chair, can be contacted on 
07505174044.  

Don’t miss this fun day, organised by the community for the community. 
See you there! 

Meanwhile, back in the church, the all singing, all dancing, electronic 
hymn machine has been ordered and will be with us shortly. This digital 
version of our pianist, minus the beard, seems to be quite an impressive 
piece of equipment and easy enough to operate that we could all have a 
go.it will enhance those times when Miles is not there to play for us. 

Find out more about Weoley Castle and its people: 
www.weoleycastle.net                 

weoleycastlechurch.co.uk            www.stonehousegang.co.uk         
www.shenleyacademy.org.uk 

weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk 
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For those of you wondering what happened to the supplement from last 
month’s newsletter, regarding our discussions with Rev Kevin Snyman, 
there is good news. The article is included in this months issue, see page 
6 and 7.  For those of you who didn’t notice, please ignore this paragraph. 
 
 

    
 

 
 

 
 
What do you call a man… 
-with a spade on his head?     Doug 
-without a spade on his head?   Douglas 
-in a brown paper suit?          Russell 
-with a plank on his head?    Edward  
-with a cat on his head?          Claude 
-with a seagull on his head?   Cliff 
-with a car on his head?     Jack 
-with a lavatory on his head?    Lou  
What do you call a woman… 
-with two lavatories on her head?  Lulu 
-with a bunch of holly on her head?  Carol  
-with a tortoise on her head?   Shelley  
-with a twig on her head?    Hazel  
-with a sunlamp on her head?   Tanya 
-with a radiator on her head?    Anita 
-with slates on her head?    Ruth 
 

What do you call a man with lots of bad jokes in his head? - Ted 

Sunday 6th September sees the official retirement of Steve Miller, the 
pastor at Elim, Weoley Castle. Steve has been there for a lot of years, 
and while the wider Elim Church search for a successor, Steve will con-
tinue leading services and doing all he can to help the transition. We are 
all invited to the final service and the do afterwards. All the best, Steve. 
 
That same day, 6th Sept, former member at WCCC and now Minister at 
Kettering, Helen Carr, celebrates the confirmation of adoption of her two 
sons. Congratulations Helen.  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://4vector.com/i/free-vector-crying-smiley-clip-art_103931_Crying_Smiley_clip_art_hight.png&imgrefurl=http://4vector.com/free-vector/crying-smiley-clip-art-103931&h=600&w=600&tbnid=svsbkp8IXR9qfM:&docid=W9svI7u-P
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SUNDAY                11.00am            Family Worship—everyone welcome 
                                                         Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday each month 
 
MONDAY                10.00am           Day Centre 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Over 60’s Keep Fit 
                                6.00pm             Karate 
 
TUESDAY               6.00pm            Children’s Club (TFC) 7-11yrs (Term time) 
                                 
 
WEDNESDAY         9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group (Term time) 
                                5.00pm            Elite Dance 
                                                                 
 
THURSDAY             Mornings        Foot Health Practitioner  (Monthly) 
                                 6.00pm           Karate 
 
FRIDAY                    9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group (Term time) 
                                 10.00am          Day Centre   
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 1.30pm            Cardiact Club  
                                 3.30pm            Messy Church (once each half term) 
                                 5.00pm            Elite Dance 
  
SATURDAY              9.00am            Elite Dance 
                                  
 
 

                              Marriages and Baptisms by Arrangement 

CHURCH NUMBER : ……0121 475 3841…....weoleycastlecommunitychurch50@gmail.com 

 

COMMUNITY MINISTER : Mark Tubby…………...07505521302...crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 

 

HALL BOOKINGS : Mark Tubby………..……………475 3841…….crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 
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The church halls are available to hire for parties and events -  

                                  contact Mark on 0121 475 3841 for more details 

 

TIM GALE, THE FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER 

WILL NEXT BE HERE ON (MORNING ONLY):  

THURSDAY 17th SEPTEMBER 

COST : ONLY £15 

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT CONTACT 

CHRISTINE HOPKINS ON 

TEL : 0121 426 1227  

OR ADD YOUR NAME  

TO THE LIST IN CHURCH 

Free Hearing Aid Battery Replacement—This ser-
vice will still be available here on Mon, Wed & Friday 
between  9.30am and 2pm. Ask for Christine Hopkins. 

Run by Yvonne and Oleg Teplitski, who 
have both performed with the Moscow 
State Circus, students range in age from 
3—19 years. They are taught many as-
pects of dance, from ballet to modern, and 
there are also gymnastic and kick-boxing 
classes. If you would like to know more, 
contact Yvonne on 07787062248.  

Messy Church is a family friendly 
space to explore creativity, ask ques-
tions about God, hear stories and 
share a meal together. It takes place 
roughly every six weeks so watch 
out for the date of the next one, as 
everyone is welcome. Call Mark on 
07505521302 for more information. 

http://birmingham.localmartuk.com/item/elite_academy_of_dance_gymnastics/71416955
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Sunday 30th August                             11.00am                                   Mark Tubby 
 
 
Sunday 6th September                         11.00am                                 Fiona Elvins              
 
 
Sunday 13th September                       11.00am                   Rev Ernest Cruchley                
                          
 
Sunday 20th September                        11.00am                               David Parker 
                  
 
Sunday 27th September                        11.00am                           Worship Group     
     (Harvest Festival) 
 
 
Sunday 4th October                               11.00am                          Rev Robert Ash 
 
 Morning Prayers take place on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 

9.15—9.45am  All welcome 
On Wednesday morning at 10am we are welcome to join our friends at  

St Gabriel’s for Communion and Prayers 
                             
 
Elders Meeting                                     7.30pm                       Wed 2nd September 
 
 
Joint Elders Meeting                           7 .30pm                     Wed 16th September 

Margaret Wozencroft has seen the neurologist and is now to have a mi-
nor operation on her back, probably in September, to ease the pain. She 
welcomes visitors but please call her first. 
 
Bruce Harvey, having suffered a stroke recently is now in the QE Hospi-
tal, Ward 514. Please keep him and his family in your thoughts and 
prayers.   
 
Please remember too, Mena Jones, who undergoes her second course 
of chemotherapy at the beginning of September. 
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Summary of WCCC Church Discussion with Rev. Dr. Kevin Snyman, URC West Midlands Mission Enabler,  12 July 2015 
 

The discussion meeting was held in the lounge from about 2.00 pm, after the service led 
by Rev. Snyman (KS) and some informal chat over lunch. KS had already been intro-
duced during the service. It was known that he would facilitate discussion of the Mission 
of the Church. Nearly everyone made some contribution to discussion, which ranged 
over many topics and issues, among which the following were prominent. (The summary 
is sorted by topic, rather than in the order in which comments occurred).   Present:  Kev-
in Snyman, Margaret Wetherall, Christine Miles, Marie Davies, Karen Harvey, Michael 
Harvey, Bill Hopkins, M. Miles, Ted Forgan, Christine Hopkins, Audrey Stables, Margaret 
Basterfield, James Elson, Min Elson, Mark Tubby, Frances Eames. 
1.     WCCC congregation had been considering its 'Mission', in particular during the pe-
riod of ministerial vacancy since April 2014; and also through changes such as    (i) the 
end of a long partnership with AgeUK and closure of its advice centre, due to wider re-
structuring of AgeUK's strategy;    (ii)  termination of  kitchen staff employment after cut-
backs in local government support, and increasing burden of regulations on all aspects 
of food supply;   (iii) consequent reduction or rearrangement of 'direct services' that 
could be provided by WCCC, with more dependence on volunteer efforts;    (iv) some 
changes to the ways in which the congregation could financially afford, and safely pro-
vide, a warm, user-friendly, accessible and law-compliant 'local community space' to 
members of the public who need it; and    (v) a numerical reduction in the 'core' congre-
gation of regular Sunday worshippers and financial givers at WCCC, while the number of 
building 'users' might be changing in ways not yet fully known, as other activities (such 
as Messy Church, toddler and children’s clubs, and hiring space out to karate groups, 
dance clubs, or health promotion groups) brought new people into the building. 
2.    KS initiated some critical discussion of the economics, merits and dangers of con-
gregations becoming preoccupied by their present buildings, being 'institutionalised' in 
ways that no longer respond to the needs and aspirations of a large proportion of the 
public. The 'Mission of God', which should be understood as one of unconditional love 
and grace, must continually reach out in new ways, in particular to the most vulnerable 
and neglected people and age-groups.  Experiences were contributed by various partici-
pants, which supported some of these assertions. Other experiences suggest that a 
more complex analysis is needed, to understand what is happening, and what roles the 
church would or could play.  KS also elicited thoughts on what might be the gifts and op-
portunities of congregations that are no longer 'powerful' in a worldly sense, no longer 
'established' as institutions, but are forced (or have chosen) to share the lives of the 
weak and the meek. 
3.   Consideration was given to social changes involving the use of Information Technol-
ogy.  The Government expects to conduct most of its business remotely, online, and 
much of the younger population increasingly takes part in overlapping 'virtual communi-
ties',  self-selected to share similar interests and 'likes', and communicating on a daily  
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Our sister church Weoley Hill also has events and activities to join in: 
 
There is a monthly Lunch Club, if you wish to join then please give your 
name to Nancy Nicholls. The next one takes place on Wednesday 2nd 
September at 1.00pm. 
  
The Friendship group are meeting on Wednesday 9th September at 
1.00pm, when they will be going on an outing. 
 
The Community Choir meets weekly on Fridays at 6.30pm beginning 
again in September from 11th. 
 
There is also a Community Garden group meeting monthly and next on 
Saturday 5th September at 10.30am. 
 
The book group are next meeting on Tuesday 22nd Sept at 7.30pm. 
 
For details of these and more events contact Cheryl Thornett on email 
cherylthornett@hotmail.com  

basis of facebook updates, tweets and shared graphics. Perhaps the 'Church of the Fu-
ture' should try to flourish online, with less need of traditional buildings, seeking to rein-
terpret the 'Good News' of God's love in terms and media that make more sense to the 
modern IT-linked population. Some participants suggested that this is already happening. 
Yet it is also known that the internet (‘web’) is something of a lawless jungle where pow-
erful commercial interests make money by pandering to the baser instincts of human-
kind, promoting greed, lust, vanity, delusion, fraud and addiction. This is a challenging 
and deceptive 'new world' for the Church to grapple with. It is also a world from which 
millions will still be excluded, as they do not have the means to take part, or risk being 
'mugged' if they do. Problems of loneliness, isolation and alienation will continue, and 
may increase, in parallel with the rise of new media. Many people thought that flesh-and-
blood human contact, the friendly word and cup of tea, the kindly listening ear and 
thoughtful word of hope (in a building that we continue to maintain as part of our mis-
sion?), will not be made redundant for the foreseeable future. 
4.   It would be hard to say that clear conclusions were reached yet there was some 
sense that we had travelled over useful ground together in 90 minutes. KS was thanked 
for his facilitation. He appreciated the way the congregation, though over-stretched in its 
present activities, was taking thought for one another and for the people all around.  
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Summer is flashing passed us and it has been a breathless one. Activity 
Week this year saw around 50 children attend the sessions, which in-
cluded craft, building an ark, sports, crazy messy games and two trips 
out, to Ackers and Dudley Zoo. This year our theme was Noah’s Ark, re-
flecting on the creation around us and the place of refuge we can find in 
God. The children all seemed to thoroughly enjoy 
themselves, as did our wonderful volunteers, 
without whom we could not have done Activity 
Week at all. This year there were new faces as 
well as some that seem to want to come back 
year after year, so a great blend of experience 

and enthusiasm. Our 
CRCWM student, 
Vicky, was part of the team and she threw 
herself wholeheartedly into the week, and 
told me she could do it all again. Not sure 
how many would join her but it reflects the 
fact that you can gain as much as you give.  
 The following week, which has been de-
scribed as the adults activity 

week, the church office was cleared, cleaned, painted 
and a new carpet laid. It looks great now and will hope-
fully be a place that is easier and a more pleasant envi-
ronment to work in. Thanks to everyone who helped cre-
ate this space. At the end of that week we were playing 
host to a BBQ and afternoon tea, where the volunteers 
that help us with the various projects run by the church 
were invited alongside the church members. This group 
of people that is showing love in action are a valuable part of the church 
and helps ensure we are the missional community that we look to be.  
As we move into September and the groups such as Toddlers and 
Tuesday Club get restarted, we will be looking to undertake some train-
ing. This will help us in better understanding what we need to do in 
Safeguarding, Health and Safety, First Aid, etc. and so better equip us 
to move forward in an age where there are many risks to take into ac-
count. That should not stop us of course, our example, Jesus, did not 
tend to shy away from risk. God Bless,  
. 

                Mark Tubby CRCWM                                                         Creating Change  

                                                                                                   in Communities and the Church  


