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117 Quarry Road, Weoley Castle 

Birmingham B29 5LE 

Tel. 0121 475 3841 

january 2016 

With a New Year, there often comes new challenges or opportunities. I’m 
sure this year will be no exception. We already know for instance, that 
our friends at St. Gabriel’s Church will be receiving a new parish priest. 
Rev Fiona Harrison-Smith will be inducted to the post on Thursday 28th 
January, the service beginning at 7.30pm   It will be exciting to see what 
she brings to the community, to get to know her and how we can work 
alongside one another. Very much looking forward to it.  

We are also taking on the challenge of keeping up to date with the latest 
developments in Safeguarding. Chris Burgham, the West Midlands devel-
opment officer for Children’s and Youth Work, will be delivering part 2 of 
the training from the new URC Handbook. It will take place on Tuesday 
12th January, at 6.00pm, so if you were involved in part 1, you will need 
this to complete your training. If you missed part 1, don’t worry, you can 
catch up later, so you can still attend this date. See you there. 

As we move into the new term our usual ac-
tivities will get up and running, so look out 
for when they start. Details of these activities 
are listed inside.  

 

Picture—Marie and Vicky at Messy Church 
undertaking one of the new challenges. 

Find out more about Weoley Castle and its people: 
www.weoleycastle.net                 

weoleycastlechurch.co.uk            www.stonehousegang.co.uk         
www.shenleyacademy.org.uk 

weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk 



2 

NEW YEAR THOUGHTS 

A new year is often associated with a new start, a new challenge, an op-
portunity to begin again. It could be the task of losing weight, drinking 
less, perhaps visiting family more. There may be an opportunity to start 
something new, a different activity, new job, new home even.  

Whatever it may be, it is usually our fear that holds us back from fully 
committing to it. What if I get it wrong, what about if I fail, what happens if 
I end up as before! We carry our past memories, including failures, along 
with us and these can easily cloud our future aspirations. But remember, 
love casts out fear, so hold on to God’s love. That’s not to say we should 
forget our memories; rather, let them serve as a guide as we journey 
through our lives, helping us to learn from what we experienced before. 

 As we grow older the years seem to shorten and each new year can in-
crease with growing tempo. However, with age can come maturity, and 
we gradually realise that time is relative. How we live means more than 
how long we live. Happily, God doesn’t tend to show us what will happen 
in the days ahead, helping us to live day by day. When we open our life’s 
book, the pages are blank, it is up to us what we write on them. So, enjoy 
your life, it is a gift. Live each new day as it comes, being more coura-
geous in our decisions, then you will know you lived life to its fullest.             

It doesn’t matter where you begin from, you can always start from where 
you are right now; whether that is full of pain, or needing to apologise to 
someone, whether you need to seek advice, or stop a bad habit. Taking 
the first step is often the most difficult. But that is where you begin, with 
that first step. So, pray that God will give you the grace and determination 
to make that step, and journey on from there.  

The bible says in the book of Jeremiah; For I know the plans I have for 
you, says the Lord, plans for good and not for evil, to give you a future 
and a hope. May you know that hope. 

Of course, it helps greatly when we are encouraged and supported by the 
warmth of friends or family. Taking a journey together is so much easier 
than doing it alone, especially if it’s a tough one. So, I pray that this year 
will be a year full of opportunities, with an abundance of warm people 
around us, a life with God right there in our midst.  

Whatever you encounter in 2016, may you God’s peace in it all,  

Happy New Year                           

                                                             Mark Tubby, Community Minister 
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SUNDAY                11.00am            Family Worship—everyone welcome 
                                                         Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday each month 
 
MONDAY                10.00am           Day Centre 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Over 60’s Keep Fit 
                                6.00pm             Karate 
 
TUESDAY               6.00pm            Children’s Club (TFC) 7-11yrs (Term time) 
                                 
 
WEDNESDAY         9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group (Term time) 
                                5.00pm            Elite Dance 
                                                                 
 
THURSDAY             Mornings        Foot Health Practitioner  (Monthly) 
                                 6.00pm           Karate 
 
FRIDAY                    9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group (Term time) 
                                 10.00am          Day Centre   
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 1.30pm            Cardiact Club  
                                 3.30pm            Messy Church (once each half term) 
                                 5.00pm            Elite Dance 
  
SATURDAY              9.00am            Elite Dance 
                                  
 
 

                              Marriages and Baptisms by Arrangement 

CHURCH NUMBER : ……0121 475 3841…....weoleycastlecommunitychurch50@gmail.com 
 
COMMUNITY MINISTER : Mark Tubby…………...07505521302...crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 
 
HALL BOOKINGS : Mark Tubby………..……………475 3841…….crcw4wccc@talktalk.net 
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TIM GALE, THE FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER 
WILL NEXT BE HERE ON (MORNING ONLY):  

THURSDAY 28th JANUARY 
COST : ONLY £15 
TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT CONTACT 
CHRISTINE HOPKINS ON 
TEL : 0121 426 1227  
OR ADD YOUR NAME  
TO THE LIST IN CHURCH 

Free Hearing Aid Battery Replacement—This ser-
vice will still be available here on Mon, Wed & Friday 
between  9.30am and 2pm. Ask for Christine Hopkins. 

Run by Yvonne and Oleg Teplitski, who 
have performed with the Moscow State 
Circus, students range in age from 3—19 
years. They are taught many aspects of 
dance, from ballet to modern, and there 
are also gymnastic and kick-boxing clas-
ses. If you would like to know more, con-
tact Yvonne on 07787062248.  

Messy Church is a family friendly space to explore 
creativity, ask questions about God, hear stories 
and share a meal together. It takes place roughly 

every six weeks and the 
date of the next one is 
going to be in February, 
TBC, so watch out for it   
Everyone is welcome. 
Call Mark on 
07505521302 for more 
information. 

http://birmingham.localmartuk.com/item/elite_academy_of_dance_gymnastics/71416955
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Sunday 3rd January                          11.00am                              Vicky Longbone 
 
 
Sunday 10th January                        11.00am                               Rev Jim Garrow 
     (Communion) 
 
Sunday 17th January                        11.00am                             Rev Brian Brown 
          (Joint Service with Weoley Hill and Beaumont Road)                
 
Sunday 24th January                        11.00am                                     Carol Farrell       
                  
 
Sunday 31st January                         11.00am                    Rev Graham Sweeney           
         
 
 Morning Prayers take place on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 

9.15—9.45am  All welcome 
On Wednesday morning at 10am we are welcome to join our friends at  

St Gabriel’s for Communion and Prayers 
                             
Elders Meeting                                     7.30pm                       Wed 6th January 

Margaret Wozencroft is recovering from her operation, she welcomes 
any visitors, but please call her first. Thoughts and prayers for her. 
 
Mena Jones awaits the outcome following an operation down in London. 
She appreciates your prayers and well wishes, as does Mary, Chris and 
the wider family. Mena turned 18 on Christmas Day, so congratulations. 
She is having a party later this month. 
 
I would like to thank all the people who prayed and 
sent messages during my wife Meg's recent illness, 
and who attended or contributed to the celebration of 
her life. That will leave me with some lovely memo-
ries. - Ted Forgan 
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Facebook! 
The Church now has a facebook page: we welcome any suitable posts 
on this page on anything to do with the Church building and all the activi-
ties that happen in it. You can get to the page by visiting: 
https://www.facebook.com/WeoleyCastleCommunityChurch 
You can also find a link at the top of the Church 
website or use this link below with your mobile 
phone: 

 

So, like us on facebook ! 

 

 

 

   

 

 
         What sound does a nut make when it sneezes? 
                                Cashew! 
                                              For that New Year diet 
      BOB: As the clock 
struck 12 midnight on New 
Year’s Eve, I quietly said to 
myself,                                    

                  Everything is coming my way!!  
      BURT: That’s great Bob, what did you   
do then?  
       BOB: I quickly pulled into the left hand 
lane. 
 
A definition of Atheism:  
                       a non-prophet organization 
                                                                          http://www.guy-sports.com/humor 

 
 
People are welcome to contribute to the newsletter.  
Call Mark on 07505521302  
or email  crcw4wccc@talktalk.net    

The church halls are available to hire for parties and events -  
                                  contact Mark on 0121 475 3841 for more details 

https://www.facebook.com/WeoleyCastleCommunityChurch


7 

 
There is a monthly Lunch Club, if you wish to join then please give your 
name to Nancy Nicholls. The next one takes place on Wednesday 6th 
January at 1.00pm. 
  
The Community Choir meets weekly on Fridays at 6.30pm all welcome 
and no experience is necessary. 
 
Friendship Group next meets on Wednesday 13th from 2.15pm. 
 
A new Beaver group has started at the church, it runs weekly on a Mon-
day evening, and is followed by Brownies and Guides. On a Wednesday 
evening there are Cubs and Scouts groups too. 
 
The book group next meets on          
Tuesday 9th February at 7.30pm. 
 
For details of these and more events con-
tact Cheryl Thornett on email             
cherylthornett@hotmail.com  

There is a Thursday afternoon group, which runs monthly, for retired 
folk, on the first Thursday of the month from 2—3pm. However, this 
group will not be meeting in January and February. 
 
On first and third Fri evenings in the month there will be an evening 
meditation from  7—8pm.. This is not weekly so check dates with Jim. 

 
On Wednesday 22nd January we will be joining 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, having a  
service here at 10.30am. 
 
Contact Jim Garrow if you would like more details 
on  jgarrow7@btinternet.com   
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A Happy New Year to you all. December seems to have gone by in such 
a rush, with lots happening to keep everyone occupied. There was a 
Messy Church event, with old friends and new faces coming along to 
enjoy a messy, makeshift Nativity as well as craft and food. Thanks to 
those who helped make it happen, it 
was fun.  
 There was also a party for the Chil-
dren’s Club, TFC, and for the toddler 
group, who had a special guest dressed 
in red. It appeared that all the children 
had fun, as well as the parents of 

course. 
We hope 
you had 
a good 
Christ-
mas time.  
In the final week of school the local 
schools and churches came together to 
create a Carols on the Square event, with 
Songs old and new being sung by the lo-
cal children, who did a great job, in the 
cold and gradually rain too. Thanks to all 
the parents and passers by who support-
ed this and made it a real community ac-
tivity.  
We also had a Nativity Sheep trail around 
the square, involving the local shops and 
supported by the schools and churches. It 
culminated in a family receiving a £30 gift 
token in time for Christmas. On 20th we 
joined St Gabriel’s church where we held 
a Christingle service, with local families 
attending and hearing more about the 
Christmas story.  
So, with the new year beginning we wait 
to see what it will bring. One thing we do 

know is that St. Gabriel’s will have a new priest, Rev Fiona beginning 
her ministry following an induction on Thurs 28th Jan. 
  Mark Tubby CRCWM                                                       

                                                                                                     Creating Change  
                                                                                               in Communities and the Church 


