117 Quarry Road, Weoley Castle
Birmingham B29 5LE
Tel. 0121 475 3841

December 2016

CHRISTMAS EVENTS
AS Christmas approaches there are lots of events for people to be part
of. We have our Messy Church event on Friday 9th December at 3.30pm
onwards.
On Tuesday 13th we have our Tuesday Club Party and then on Wed
14th we have a Toddler Group Christmas party in the morning and a Carols on the Square Service with the local schools and Churches at
1.45pm. Anyone can join that so feel free to brave the cold with us.
During the next few weeks there will be a Nativity Sheep Trail around the
shops on the Square, collect the names of the sheep
and get entered into a prize
draw. This will take place at
the St Gabriel’s Dress Up
Nativity Service, 4.30pm
on 24th December.
On Friday 16th there is a
Christmas Lunch for our
Day Centre and Lunch Club
folk, but others are welcome to join, just let us know in advance.
On Sunday 18th December at 11am we are having a Carol Service to
which you are all welcome.
Whatever you get up to we pray you have a great Christmas & New Year

Find out more about Weoley Castle and its people:
www.weoleycastle.net
weoleycastlechurch.co.uk
www.stonehousegang.co.uk
www.shenleyacademy.org.uk
weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk
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Where is Christ in Christmas?
Where is Christ in the Christmas Presents?
The boxes and wrappings and ribbons and bows
How much money we’ve spent, nobody knows
But what of Lord Jesus in the presents undone
He came at ‘Christmas’, Our Gods only Son.
And what did he say to the man who had much
Give it all up, and then feel God’s touch,
So why have these presents we don’t really need
Think of Our Lord, don’t suffer from greed
Where is Christ in the Christmas feast?
The turkey and stuffing, pudding, mince pies
The chocolate, the cake, up another dress size
But what of Lord Jesus in the food that we eat
He came at ‘Christmas’, our sins to defeat
And yes he did feast, but he ate with the sinners,
He fed all the hungry, with fish and bread dinners
So why have this food, chocolate and stuff
When the love of Our Lord should be enough

Where is Christ in the Christmas Jumper?
The snowman, the Santa, presents covered in bows,
The reindeer, of course with his red light up nose
But what of Lord Jesus in the clothes that we wear
He came at ‘Christmas’, our sins to bear.
And what did he say of the man in the street,
Give him your cloak and something to eat.
So why wear these jumpers just coz we can?
When we could instead, help the poor man.
So Where is Christ in Christmas?
Now think of the man sat in his house all alone,
Or the mum and her kids who’ve just lost their home
Now think of the famine, disaster and war
And think of your Christmas and what is in store
But I’m really not saying we shouldn’t have fun,
Because we do need to celebrate, it’s Gods only Son
Vicky Longbone , CRCWM Student
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SUNDAY

11.00am

Family Worship—everyone welcome
Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday each month

MONDAY

10.00am
12.00 noon
1.30pm
5.30pm

Day Centre
Lunch Club
Over 60’s Keep Fit
Karate

TUESDAY

6.00pm
7.30pm

Children’s Club (TFC) 7-11yrs (Term Time)
Youth Club (11+) (Term Time)

WEDNESDAY

9.15am
5.00pm

Parent & Toddler Group (Term Time)
Elite Dance Academy

THURSDAY

10.00am
5.30pm

Coffee Morning for everyone
Karate

FRIDAY

9.15am
10.00am
12.00 noon
1.30pm
3.30pm
5.00pm

Parent & Toddler Group (Term Time)
Day Centre
Lunch Club
Cardiact Club
Messy Church (once each half term)
Elite Dance Academy

SATURDAY

9.00am

Elite Dance Academy

Marriages, Funerals and Baptisms by Arrangement
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Free Hearing Aid Battery Replacement—This service is still be available here on Mon, Wed & Friday
between 9.30am and 2pm. Ask for Christine Hopkins.
Midland Dance Festival took place at
Cornbow Hall in Halesowen on 3 Sundays in November, 6th, 13th and 20th.
Elite competed against other dancing
schools. We are extremely proud of all
our students; who tried really hard and
gave their very best. We won numerous gold, silver and bronze medals and 19 trophies for the highest
marks in different categories. The adjudicators special trophies for
best female, best male, best all rounder, best choreography and runner
up in best inspirational were also won by Elite. Our collected points total meant we also won the teachers trophy. Proud of the real team effort that made these 3 Sundays enjoyable for everyone. YT
PS. We finish this term on Sat 17th Dec and back Wed 4th January.

Jesus startup: the hipster nativity set by San Diego based company Modern Nativity:
photograph : Modern Nativity
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Sunday 4th December

11.00am

Rev Jim Garrow

Sunday 11th December
(Communion)

11.00am

Ted Forgan

Sunday 18th December

11.00am

Rev Robert Ash

Sunday 25th December

11.00am

Mark Tubby

Sunday 1st January

11.00am

Christine Miles

Morning Prayers take place on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from
9.15—9.45am All welcome
On Wednesday morning at 10am we are welcome to join our friends at
St Gabriel’s for Communion and Prayers

Elders Meeting
Church Meeting

7.30pm
12.30pm

Sunday 4th December

Margaret Wozencroft, having had a hip replacement operation, is now
recovering at home and welcomes prayers and visitors, just ring first.
Please also think of Miles and Christine in your prayers.
Birthdays this month include Audrey Stables on 11th, Hannah Tubby on
19th and Mark Tubby on 17th.

The church halls are available to hire for parties and events contact Mark on 0121 475 3841 for more details
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Like us on facebook !
https://www.facebook.com/ WeoleyCastleCommunityChurch

On Friday 9th December we
are having our next Messy
Church event, with the whole thing kicking off
around 3.30pm. Everybody is welcome to this
event where we come together to explore Christmas, make friends and have fun. For more details contact Mark on 07505521302.
GARDENING HINTS (For those missing it at this time of the year)
First, plant four rows of peas:
Politeness
Promptness
Pleasantness
Preparedness.
Next, plant three rows of squashes
Squash gossip
Squash criticism
Squash intolerance.
Then, four rows of lettuce:
Lettuce be loving, Lettuce be kind, Lettuce be truthful, Lettuce be unselfish
No garden is complete without turnips:
Turrnip when needed Turnip with a smile!

Humour of Giving, in Medieval Iraq
The Baghdad philologist Al-Mubarrad (826 - 899 CE) tells a story of the
caliph Abu Jaafar al-Mansur, who appointed a guardian to take care of
blind people, orphans, and distressed housekeepers who were widows. A man reduced to great misery went one day with his son to this
officer and said, "Would you have the kindness to inscribe my name
on the list of distressed housekeepers?" "Those housekeepers are females", observed the Guardian. "How then can I inscribe you among
them?" "Well", said the man, "Put me on the blind list." "That I will",
answered the other, "for God has said: It is not the eyes which are
blind, but the hearts contained within the chests of men" {Quran
22:46} "And inscribe my boy on the list of orphans!" "That also I
shall do, for he who has a father like you is really an orphan."
From: Ibn Khallikan's Biographical Dictionary, translated by Baron de Slane, Paris, vol. III, 32

What does the Pink Panthers To Do list look like
To Do, to do, To Do, to do, To Do, To Dooooooo
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Our sister church Weoley Hill also has events and activities to join in:
There is a monthly Lunch Club, if you wish to join then please give your
name to Nancy Nicholls. The next one takes place on Wednesday 7th December at 12.30pm.
The Friendship group are meeting on Wednesday 14th December at
12.00pm.

There will be a Toy Service on Sunday 11th December at 10.30am.
There is a Candlelit Carol Service on Saturday 17th at 5.00pm, and all
are welcome.
Also, there is a Crib Service on Saturday 24th December at 4.00pm.
Later that day, at 11.15pm, there is a Christmas Eve Service.
Services are each Sunday at 10.30am and anyone is welcome to join us.
For details of these and more events contact Cheryl Thornett on email
cherylthornett@hotmail.com

Beaumont Road, in Bournville, also part of the pastorate has events too:
1st Thursday there is a Thursday afternoon group, for retired folk, from
2—3pm.
On 2nd and 4th Thurs there will be a quiet space for meditation from
3—4pm.
Sunday Services begin at 10.30am and all are welcome.
Contact Jim Garrow if you would like more details on
jgarrow7@btinternet.com
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A prayer written by the congregation during a recent Sunday service
Our God is many things:
Creator, Lord and Saviour, God is Love, An Enigma, God is Everything.
Our God is many things:
The reason I am here, Someone I can talk to who won’t judge me,
God is a listener to prayers—to tell my worries to,
God is hope for our future
Our God is many things:
Love of for all people, love everyone like yourself,
My inspiration for love and justice,
A chance to worship in one place without persecution
Thank you Lord Jesus for answered prayer
Our God is many things:
In some ways my everything but I want Him to do more
God is quite close now but I sometimes forget Him during the busy week,
Where are you in the suffering of children?
Far away……..
Our God is many things

As we start Advent we think about others who are struggling and hoiw we
can help. With this in mind each year
we hold a toy service where the congregation bring gifts that will go to Birmingham Children’s Services who distribute them to children in need. So,
thanks to all who contributed, they
were very grateful to receive them.

It was a privilege to take a boot full of
gifts to some of God’s children, ta.
Creating Change
in Communities and the Church
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