117 Quarry Road, Weoley Castle
Birmingham B29 5LE
Tel. 0121 475 3841

june 2017

GOODBYE

If you have not heard already Vicky
Longbone, the CRCWM student who
has been on placement with us for
the past 2 years is leaving this
month having been called to Derby
in a project there. She will be missed
by many I’m sure. Her last day here
is Sunday 25th June, when we will
also by having a Christening. Come
and say goodbye. The service at
11am
will be
followed by a barbeque, to which you are all
invited. If you are unable to make it I’m sure
you will be with me in wishing Vicky all the
best on her next adventure with God.

Friday 9th June is our next Messy Church,
from 3.30pm, all are welcome to come and
join the chaos and community. For more details see inside or call Mark on 07505521302.

Advice Café Launch

Find out more about Weoley Castle and its people:
www.weoleycastle.net
weoleycastlechurch.co.uk
www.stonehousegang.co.uk
www.shenleyacademy.org.uk
weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk
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Dear Friends,
When we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the world pauses to celebrate Christmas with us. When we celebrate His resurrection, fewer people understand
the reason for the celebration but they do enjoy Easter eggs! When it comes
to Pentecost, however, few outside the church know what it means or has
heard of it. Yet, it is really important because recalls the coming of the Holy
Spirit to the disciples.
In Acts we read about the risen Jesus meeting with the apostles on the Mount
of Olives and telling them that they are to be His witnesses to all the world. He
also tells them to wait in Jerusalem until they receive power from on high.
Then He ascends out of their sight.
They go to Jerusalem to wait and pray, and Luke tells us what happens next:
“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled
the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be
tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. “Now there were staying in Jerusalem God fearing Jews
from every nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came
together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own
language”.
In the midst of all this excitement, Peter spoke up and got the crowd’s attention:
“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you;
listen carefully to what I say. These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s
only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken of by the prophet Joel…”
And so he began to preach about Jesus. Some of the audience thought the
Apostles were drunk, because of their excitement and joy.
Three prospectors found a rich vein of gold during the California Gold Rush.
Sensing the amazing potential they agreed to keep it secret. They headed off
to file their claim and buy the equipment necessary to mine the gold. They didn’t say a word to anyone. They filed their claim, bought the equipment, and
headed back to their mine. However, a crowd of people followed them because the expression on their faces had given them away. People could tell
that they had found something very special.
The coming of Holy Spirit on the Apostles at Pentecost was a once in history
event. If only we could rediscover that joy of being part of God’s church and
that others would see the joy on our faces.
In the years since that first Pentecost the church which became to be known
as “The Way” (which rather implies a group of people on the move) has
slowed down and ‘solidified’. I think the word ‘institution’ implies permanence,
inflexibility and resistance to change. If that’s the case, we might imagine Simon Peter calling a meeting of the apostle saying “We’re here to talk about
whether or not to start a Church.” There’s a discussion, James puts forward a
resolution to start a church, John seconds it, and all vote in favour.
Continued on page 6
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HALL BOOKINGS : Mark Tubby………..……..……475 3841…….crcwm4wccc@gmail.com

SUNDAY

11.00am

Family Worship—everyone welcome
Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday each month

MONDAY

10.00am
12.00 noon
1.30pm
5.30pm

Day Centre
Lunch Club
Over 60’s Keep Fit (Gentle Exercise)
Karate

TUESDAY

6.00pm
7.30pm

Children’s Club (TFC) 7-11yrs (Term Time)
Youth Club (12+)

WEDNESDAY

9.15am
5.00pm

Parent & Toddler Group (Term Time)
Elite Dance Academy

THURSDAY

10.00am
5.30pm

Advice & Support Café (Vaious)
Karate

FRIDAY

9.15am
10.00am
12.00 noon
1.30pm
3.30pm
5.00pm

Parent & Toddler Group (Term Time)
Day Centre
Lunch Club
Cardiact Club
Messy Church (once each half term)
Elite Dance Academy

SATURDAY

9.00am

Elite Dance Academy

Marriages, Funerals and Baptisms by Arrangement
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Free Hearing Aid Battery Replacement—This service is still be available here on Mon, Wed & Friday
between 9.30am and 2pm. Ask for Christine Hopkins.
Run by award winners Yvonne
and Oleg Teplitski, Elite offers
children 3—18 yrs old a chance
to learn many different dance
styles such as ballet, tap, modern, and much more. If you are
interested contact Yvonne on
07787062248 for more details,
or drop in and speak to her.
On Friday 9th June we are having
our next Messy Church event, with the
whole thing kicking off around 3.30pm,
straight after school. There will be lots
of fun, friends, food and full on mess for
all the family. Everybody is welcome to
this event as we come together to discover God in the community and make
friends in a safe, creative space.

DAVID McELROY

The church halls are available to hire for parties and events contact Mark on 0121 475 3841 for more details
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Sunday 4th June

11.00am

Rev Phil Seadon

Sunday 11th June
(Communion)

11.00am

Mike / Cheryl Nimz

Saturday 18th June

11.00am

Rev David Littlejohns

Sunday 25th June
(with Christening)

11.00am

Mark T and Vicky L

Sunday 2nd July

11.00am

Ian Carnell

Morning Prayers take place on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from
9.15—9.45am All welcome
On Wednesday morning at 10am we are welcome to join our friends at
St Gabriel’s for Communion and Prayers
Elders Meeting

7.30pm

Thursday 15th June

Please remember Miles and Christine in your prayers.
Audrey Stables is currently unwell, and feeling confused, so please remember her too..
Let me know of birthdays and I will add them in here, it’s good to remember all those associated with the church community.
CHRISTIAN AID
A big thanks to all who supported the Big Brekkie, bought plants and
gave money via the envelopes this year for Christian aid Week. A total of
£398.50 has been raised for this great cause. Well done !!
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It didn’t happen that way! “Suddenly, a sound like the blowing of a violent
wind came from heaven.” This was God’s doing and God calls us to be
part of it.
At Pentecost the early Christians discovered an incredible joy in being
called to be part of being Jesus’ Church. On the Day of Pentecost there
are three thousand new Christians, no doubt people are caught up in the
joy as the apostles suddenly share something never been shared before. Suddenly a whole different atmosphere prevailed
No wonder their number quickly grew to five thousand as more and
more people were attracted to join. It was different from anything else.
Pentecost reminds us that the world changed after Pentecost because of
the birth of the Church which came with an explosion of joy. And it ought
to be the same today.
Every blessing and happy Pentecost! David
This piece was written before the bombing at Manchester Arena on May
22nd. I decided not to try and write at length on that atrocity simply because there are no words that are adequate to describe the anguish and
pain in what has happened. But there is faith and love great enough to
transform in the God who reached out to is Jesus, in the giving of his
very self by Jesus on the cross and in the wonder of his resurrection. In
that love we may have hope of new beginnings and peace. If we want to
some good in the world, love and hope in action look at the stories coming from Manchester. Please hold the City of Manchester, the families of
the victims, their friends and neighbours and those who were injured and
their families in your prayers.
A Prayer for Manchester
By Rev’d Andrew Mills, Moderator of North Western Synod
Gracious God,
Hear the cries of all people
in the brokenness of a new day,
where music is silenced in grief
for the loss of loved ones.
Jesus, suffering Lord,
hold in your loving arms
those caught in the distress of this tragedy
and sustain all who are working
to aid those affected.
Spirit of life,
when words fail us
speak through us
your word of Peace
into broken lives, Amen.
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The Church at Weoley Hill also has events and activities to join in:
There is a monthly Lunch Club, if you wish to join then please give your
name to Nancy Nicholls. The next one takes place on Wednesday 7th
June at 1.00pm.
The Friendship Group are meeting on Wednesday 14th June at
10.30am.
The Community Choir meets weekly in the church on Fridays at 6.30pm
and all are welcome.
The Community Garden group that meet monthly on Saturday’s, and
next on 3rd June at 10.30am
Services are each Sunday at 10.30am and anyone is welcome to join us.

For details of these and more events contact Cheryl Thornett on email
cherylthornett@hotmail.com

Beaumont Road, in Bournville, also part of the
pastorate has events too:
On 2nd and 4th Thurs there will be a quiet space for meditation from
3—4pm.
Sunday Services begin at 10.30am and all are welcome.
Contact Jim Garrow if you would like more details on
jgarrow7@btinternet.com
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So, summer is arriving, the air is warming up and the garden is
blooming. It’s a great time to stop and wonder at the beauty and awe of
creation. Only a few short months ago the ground was bare, damp and
pretty lifeless, or so it seemed. Well it’s anything but lifeless now, things
are growing so fast, especially weeds.
Something else that has gone fast is the time that Vicky has spent with
us. So, now she is moving on we have to say goodbye. It has been great
to have her around, her dynamic, enthusiastic, crazy and wonderful personality has made a real impact here. The Advice Café wouldn’t have
happened without her and we’ll all miss her. Of course, the Café itself
continues and the best tribute we can pay Vicky is to support this.
The Arts Café, at the end of each month, is great fun and accessible to
anyone, regardless of whether you’re artistic or not. There are craft
things, knitting, writing, singing, drawing and more, so come along and
give it a try.
Each month begins with the Advice Café, on Thursday mornings, where
you can find help with many issues and advice from anyone from councillors to lawyers to Age UK and many more. Come along and see what’s
on offer.
The Tuesday Club is great fun too, and thanks
to local volunteers continues to create a safe
and fun space for the 7—11 yr olds of the
community. Watch out now for Activity Week
publicity, which will be out this month. The
dates are 7—11 August, so get it in your diary,
places are limited.
Two more bits of info for you; the Elim church
are asying goodbye to their pastor whilst the
Square Club is now becoming a new church for the community. Watch
this space. Also, watch out for the Weoley Festival, which this year takes
place on Saturday 9th July from
12pm. Be there !!
If you have other ideas that we currently have included feel free to come and
talk to me, happy to help more things
happen in this wonderful community.
Mark Tubby CRCWM
Weoley Castle Festival 2016

Creating Change
in Communities and the Church
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