117 Quarry Road, Weoley Castle
Birmingham B29 5LE
Tel. 0121 475 3841

october 2017

HARVEST TIME
As we move into Autumn it’s time t think about our Harvest Festival,
which this year takes place on Sunday
15th October at 11am. Everyone is welcome to come and join us as we think
about how much we are blessed with
all the amazing array of foods and
drinks available to us and remember
those that don’t have so much. We will
be having a soup lunch following the
service which in turn will be followed by
an auction of the fresh produce from
our display. All money
raised will go to St. Basil’s who work with homeless
young people in Birmingham. Come and join in.

25 years of “Commitment for Life”
This month we shall celebrate Harvest Festival,
giving thanks for the riches in our lives. But of
course we also wish that everyone has a “good
harvest”. One way of doing this is the
“Commitment for Life” programme of the U.R.C. For 25 years, this has been challenging people to give 1% of their take-home income to help developing countries,
through Christian Aid programmes in places such as Guatemala in Central America. It goes directly to projects, like coffee-growing cooperatives, but it is also a
message to our Government: “Do the same!” Envelopes for your contribution will
be in the entry hall to the Church, to return sometime in October. Give what you
can, and “Gift Aid” it, to make your gift worth 25% more! To find out more about
what your donation will do, please click on the CfL logo on the “useful links” page
of the Church website: weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk
Ted Forgan
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Pastoral Letter
The sudden death of David Littlejohns has come as an enormous shock
to us all. It hardly seems possible that having celebrated his induction to
ministry at the “Cadbury” pastorate only at the end of January this year,
we have had to say goodbye to him. Of course our immediate concerns
are for Hilary and their family. But the loss is acute for the three churches as well.
I had heard good and encouraging reports of the pastoral care and leadership that he was exercising. David arrived into the pastorate after a
reasonable vacancy, and I know that some of you felt that the vacancy
was too long! Even without the tragedy of this bereavement, none of
you would be looking forward to starting that particular process again,
and neither am I. Yet that is where we find ourselves.
We shall come to that in due course, but first, as our funeral service liturgy says, let us grieve for one already loved and now lost to us, “but not
as those without hope.” Those left behind feel the real pain of separation, but for David there is the joy of everlasting life with our Lord.
It is ok to admit that we are hurting. It is good to share our weakness,
our vulnerability. It is essential, at any time but especially now, to draw
together as a church family to bear one another’s burdens. The Elders
of the three churches will be vital in providing pastoral care in the coming
months, but please – those of you who are not serving Elders – find
ways to support them, and offer help rather than waiting to be asked.
Have faith: you will come through this season of bereavement.
Thank you to those who have already offered support to Hilary in tangible ways and with expressions of love and your prayers. I know that
they have meant a huge amount to them. Please continue in this.
David has made a difference, and changed your lives just by being
amongst you, even if for only a few months. He has achieved God’s
purposes for his ministry there. “Well done, good and faithful servant…
Come and share your Master’s happiness.”
Steve Faber Synod Moderator

Miles and Christine still appreciate your prayers.
Pray too for Hilary and the family as they try and come to terms with
their loss.
Let me know of birthdays and I will add them in here, it’s good to remember all those associated with the church community.
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CHURCH NUMBER : ……0121 475 3841…....weoleycastlecommunitychurch50@gmail.com
MIINISTER :

Please use the contact details below for any enquiries, thank you !

COMMUNITY MINISTER : Mark Tubby…………..07505521302...crcwm4wccc@gmail.com
HALL BOOKINGS : Mark Tubby………..……..……475 3841…….crcwm4wccc@gmail.com

SUNDAY

11.00am

Family Worship—everyone welcome
Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday each month

MONDAY

10.00am
12.00 noon
1.30pm
5.30pm

Day Centre
Lunch Club
Over 60’s Keep Fit (Gentle Exercise)
Karate

TUESDAY

6.00pm
7.30pm

Children’s Club (TFC) 7-11yrs (Term Time)
Youth Club (12+)

WEDNESDAY

9.15am
5.00pm

Parent & Toddler Group (Term Time)
Elite Dance Academy

THURSDAY

10.00am
5.30pm

Advice & Support Café (Vaious)
Karate

FRIDAY

9.15am
10.00am
12.00 noon
1.30pm
3.30pm
5.00pm

Parent & Toddler Group (Term Time)
Day Centre
Lunch Club
Cardiact Club
Messy Church (once each half term)
Elite Dance Academy

SATURDAY

9.00am

Elite Dance Academy

Marriages, Funerals and Baptisms by Arrangement

3

Free Hearing Aid Battery Replacement—This service is still be available here on Mon, Wed & Friday
between 9.30am and 2pm. Ask for Christine Hopkins.
Run by Yvonne and Oleg Teplitski, Elite offers children 3—18
yrs old a chance to learn many
different dance styles such as
ballet, tap, modern, and much
more. If you are interested contact Yvonne on 07787062248
for more details, or drop in and
speak to her.

One evening, a man is walking down the street with a woman draped
around his shoulders.
Policeman: Excuse me sir: why are you walking along the road with a
woman on your back?
Man: We're going to a Fancy Dress Party.
Policeman: Fancy Dress Party?

Man: Yes - I'm going as a tortoise
Policeman: A Tortoise??
Man: Yes: this is Michelle!!

The church halls are available to hire for parties and events contact Mark on 0121 475 3841 for more details
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Sunday 1st October

11.00am

Andy Vail

Sunday 8th October
(Communion)

11.00am

Rev Phil Seaton

Sunday 15th October
(Harvest Festival)

11.00am

Worship Group

Sunday 22nd October

10.30am Joint Service Weoley Hill Church

Sunday 29th October

11.00am

Paul Tucker

Morning Prayers take place on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from
9.15—9.45am All welcome
On Wednesday morning at 10am we are welcome to join St Gabriel’s
Elders Meeting

7.30pm

Wed 1st November

As I begin to write, I think, it was all too brief, but then
You’ve given us many treasures that I can share, my friend
I remember sitting, sharing, crying, laughing, in your study
Planning life, discussing things, and drinking lots of tea
I reckon I was quite a pain with all the questions that I asked
And when the ministry came up you steered me on the path
You said “the more I think about it the more that I think yes”
So, when I look at where I am now, God spoke to you, I guess
And what about the time you broke down our old back door
There isn’t many ministers who’d do that, I’m pretty sure
You know, David, you were there for us through lots of thick and thin
And I try to follow that example, well, perhaps every now and then
It tells us how Jesus himself blessed the children, in Matthew
So, you followed his example, and blessed both of our two
In troubled times for us, you were really quite a stubborn rock
I know you were far from being well, but you always took the knocks
I remember how Iona seemed to equip and inspire you for more
We travelled up with you, I saw why, sitting on the quiet shore
And I smile when I think of you, sitting on Worthing beach one day
Wrapped up in woolly blankets, while the children went to play
You’ve given us memories that I will hold and I will cherish
So, may God bless and hug your family, is now my biggest wish.
Thank you David, I will miss you, my friend!
Mark Tubby
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Each month, on the final Thursday, the
church is turned into a family friendly arts
venue, with music, painting, drawing, knitting, poetry or whatever your craft is, coming together to make a place that is fun
and creative. Led by Northfield Arts Forum, everyone is welcome to have a go or
to simply relax and enjoy the atmosphere
and some pay as you feel food and refreshments. It runs from 10am to 1pm.
Hope to see you there !
Vicky, who, as you know, has now moved to Derby, has asked me to
publish her new email address, for anyone wanting to keep in touch.
vickylongbone@gmail.com

Each Tuesday evening during
term time we have a lot of fun
and plenty of activities with a
group of 7—11year olds. From
cooking to craft to team games,
gymnastics, dance, sports, trips
and lots more besides, it’s an
action packed 90 minutes.
We also have special themed
Evenings from time to time.
There is an amazing bunch of
volunteers who come along
and give their time, talents and energy into making this such a success. It runs from 6pm to 7.30pm and new children are welcome to
come and join us. Contact Mark on 07505521302 for more information and to register your child.
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The Church at Weoley Hill also has events and activities to join in:
There is a monthly Lunch Club, if you wish to join then please give your
name to Nancy Nicholls. The next one takes place on Wednesday 4th
October at 1.00pm.
The Friendship Group are next meeting on Wednesday 11th October at
2.15pm.
The Community Choir meets weekly in the church on Fridays at 6.30pm
and all are welcome.
The Community Garden group will now rest till the Spring.
Services are each Sunday at 10.30am and anyone is welcome to join us.
There is a quiz and chips night on Sat 7th October at 6.30pm.

For details of these and more events contact Cheryl Thornett on email
cherylthornett@hotmail.com

Beaumont Road, in Bournville, also part of the
pastorate has events too:
On 2nd and 4th Thurs there will be a quiet space for meditation from
3—4pm.
Sunday Services begin at 10.30am and all are welcome.
Contact Jim Garrow if you would like more details on
jgarrow7@btinternet.com
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Well, we never know what’s around the corner do we. Having lost my
friend and colleague, David, suddenly to a stroke, it seems my head has
been a bit all over the place. Apologies if you have found me more fuzzy
than usual but this has rocked me back somewhat.
Of course, there are still plenty of folk around who ensure we continue to
offer services, groups and activities
for the local community. Our last
Messy Church is one such example
and people who came along to join
us then stayed behind to help clear
away ready for
the next group.
We’re very grateful for that and
hope you enjoy being part of such a wonderful community. I certainly do.
Speaking of a wonderful community, thanks too for
our band of volunteers who embarked upon another
term of Tuesday Friends Club, our weekly children’s
club for 7 to 11 yr olds. You make this role such a privilege and pleasure to perform and I’m very grateful for all your hard work,
commitment and dedication into making it what it is.
Come along on a Tuesday and see
what we do!!
There are plenty of groups and activities for all ages so take a look inside
and see what takes your fancy. If the
one for you is not there then feel free to
contact me on 07505521302 and maybe we can start the group for you together. There’s always room in this community for more people to come
along, get involved and make a positive difference to Weoley Castle.
Thinking of
Find out more about Weoley Castle and its people:
that we
www.weoleycastle.net
need to
weoleycastlechurch.co.uk
www.stonehousegang.co.uk
make a date
www.shenleyacademy.org.uk
for the next
weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk
Love
Weoley meeting; so look out for that and I’ll see you there.
Wishing you all every blessing.
Mark Tubby CRCWM
Creating Change in Communities and the Church
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