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117 Quarry Road, Weoley Castle 

Birmingham B29 5LE 

2019

 
 

Remembrance  
Whilst we remember the people whom have given their lives to 
keep this a free and secure world, we also need to remember to 
seek peaceful solutions. On Sunday 10th November,  
Remembrance Sunday, we’ll be holding a service at 10.55am, 

which all are welcome to be part of.  Which will be led by Leo-
nora 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS IS COMING 
 
This means that our annual Toy And Gift  
Service is nearly here, this year to be held on 
Sunday 1st December at 11.00am. We will be  
collecting toys and gifts for those that for 
whom Christmas is somewhat  
difficult. Anyone is free to contribute and to 
take part in the service which will be led by 
Blair Kesseler,  for more information or how 
you can get involved and make a difference 
this Christmas season ask one of the Church 
Elders. 
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Dear Friends, 
A few weeks ago, after a meeting in Church House, I had to wait a while 
before I could catch the train back to Birmingham. As I had never been 
there before, I decided to visit the Welcome Collection, a truly wonderful 
museum of science, medicine, life and art. I would certainly recommend 
anyone who hasn’t visited it yet to do so! I was reminded of another museum 
that I visited in my home country a few years ago, the Boerhaave museum in 
Leiden, which was awarded the European Museum of the Year award for 2019. 
This is a museum of science and medicine of a country that, notwithstanding its 
small size, produced quite a few famous scientists and made some very signifi-
cant discoveries in the fields of the sciences and medicine. However, the Nether-
lands is better known for its painters and, not surprisingly, the Boerhaave muse-
um has some interesting paintings on its walls. I remember being struck by a set 
of paintings that showed four representations of a physician. The first painting 
was of the physician as Jesus Christ. The second one was a painting of the phy-
sician as an angel. On the third painting the physician was relegated to the status 
of a mere human being. And the last painting portrays the physician as the devil 
(with horns and a fork in his hand)! Surprised? First the physician is seen as 
Christ who can only cure the illness. As the illness takes its course, and while 
the patient is being treated, the physician is considered an angel. When the pa-
tient is getting better, the physician becomes an ordinary human being. And 
when the patient is fully recovered and the physician demands his payment, he 
is seen as the devil. As it is one year ago that I was welcomed as your new min-
ister, the paintings remind me of a saying that I picked up at several minister’s 
meetings. When a new minister is moving to a new pastorate, he/she is (usually) 
first idolized, then criticised, then ostracized and then idealized! It is a joke, of 
course, but sometimes it may be a painful reality. And not only physicians, and 
not only clergy, but many people in various professions find that they may fall 
from grace. We certainly have seen a few people fall from grace, sometimes be-
ing mercilessly attacked in the popular media too. People we held in high es-
teem or whom high expectations were laid upon have disappointed us. We may 
well feel let down. And that is a real shame and it makes me wonder if we do 
not sometimes have unrealistic high expectations. Should the physician (in the 
paintings) have offered his services for free? Should the minister avoid raising 
controversial issues or tone down the prophetic message of the Good News so as 
not to upset the congregation? Should politicians stick to their party’s manifesto 
or be able to make compromises for a less confrontational and more united par-
liament holding the government to account? Of course, it does not mean that we 
cannot have expectations. On the contrary, and often our expectations are en-
couraged by the same people who in their professional capacity make promises 
to serve us well, with honesty and integrity  
 
Continued page 8 
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SUNDAY                 11.00am           Family Worship—everyone welcome 
                                                         Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday each month 
 
MONDAY                10.00am           Day Centre 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm             Over 60’s Keep Fit  (Gentle Exercise) 
                                5.30pm             Karate 
 
TUESDAY               6.00pm             Children’s Club (TFC) 7-11yrs (Term Time) 
 
 
WEDNESDAY         9.15am             Parent & Toddler Group (Term Time) 
                                5.00pm             Elite Dance Academy 
                                                                 
 
THURSDAY             5.30pm             Karate 
 
FRIDAY                    9.15am             Parent & Toddler Group (Term Time) 
                                 10.00am           Day Centre   
                                 12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                 3.45pm            Sign Language Club (Term Time) 
                                 5.00pm            Elite Dance Academy 
  
SATURDAY              9.00am            Elite Dance Academy 
                                  
 
 

                              Marriages, Funerals and Baptisms by Arrangement 

CHURCH NUMBER : ……0121 475 3841…....weoleycastlecommunitychurch50@gmail.com 
  
MIINISTER : …. Rev Leonora Jagessar  …………...01214720730   ...dsleonora@yahoo.co.uk 
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Elite Academy of  
Dance & Gymnastics  
For children 3—18 yrs old, a 
chance to learn many different dance 
styles such as ballet, tap, modern, 
and much more. If you are interested 
contact Yvonne on 07787062248 for 
more details, or drop in and see her. 
(Times on pg 3) 

Free Hearing Aid Battery Replacement—This ser-
vice is available here on Mon, Wed & Friday between  
9.30am and 2pm. Ask for Christine Hopkins. 

Jokes for November 
 

How is it that one careless match can start a forest fire, but 

it takes a whole box to start your Guy Fawkes bonfire?  

 

How many civil servants does it take to set fire to Guy 
Fawkes?  

23. One to strike the match and twenty two to fill in the paper work.  

 

Who was the ghost dating?  

His ghoulfiend  

 

Why do demons get on well with ghouls?  

Because demons are a ghoul's best fiend  

 

I'm reading a wonderful book about anti-gravity: I just can't put it 
down 

http://birmingham.localmartuk.com/item/elite_academy_of_dance_gymnastics/71416955
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Sunday 3rd November 11 a.m. Frank Challenor 

 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

10th November 10.55 a.m. Communion Leonora  

17th November 11 a.m. Rev Robert Ash  

24th November Leonora 12.30 Children’s books & faith? 11.00                                 

  
Elders' Meeting: 2.30 pm Monday 25th November 
 

Find out more about Weoley Castle and its people: 
www.stonehousegang.co.uk         www.shenleyacademy.org.uk   

www.encounterchurch.uk       weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk 

Let me know your news and I will add it here, including birthdays, it’s 
good to celebrate together. 
 
Longer-term members will remember Walter Grainger, who passed 
away peacefully on 27th September 2019. Walter and Brenda married 
in WCCC in 1991, and became members shortly afterwards.  Brenda 
continues to live at home in Hollywood, Wythall. 
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At the end of October, our former minister Ernest Cruchley and wife 
Kathleen moved from their house in Halesowen to a flat in the  
sheltered accommodation Pinner Court in Harborne. Their telephone  
number is unchanged. Best wishes to them in their new home. 
 
Please return any "Commitment for Life" envelopes as soon as  
possible. If you have taken a collection box, you may care to keep it to  
contribute regularly during the coming year. 
 
The Church is becoming 'Greener': we are changing our electricity 
supply to fully renewable sources and our gas supply will be carbon 
offset. This will cost a little more but is a contribution to fighting Global 
Heating. What is yours? 
 
 Our Community Engagement Committee will be visiting 'Worth Unlim-
ited'  ( worthunlimited.co.uk/east-birmingham-north-solihull )   on 
Tuesday 12th November to see what lessons we can learn from them 
about carrying on the work of Mark Tubby. Next Committee meet-
ing:  Friday 15th November 2.30  
 
STUDY/REFLECTION DAY 
for the Cadbury Pastorate 
Saturday 23 November 10am – 2.30pm 
at Bournville URC (Beaumont Rd) 
Theme: PREPARING FOR ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 
Learning to Walk in the Dark 
Advent is a season of darkness. You wake up and it may still be dark. 
A few hours daylight and then it is dark again. When darkness is upon 
us we hope, we wait for the light and in church we express our longing 
for light as we look forward to Christmas, the celebration of the birth of 
Jesus, 
“the light of the world” 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
What can darkness reveal to us? 
What can the dark teach us? 
Please bring a packed lunch (Tea/Coffee will be served) 
 
 

Pastorate Notices 
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 Weoley Hill has events and activities to join in: 
 
There is a monthly Lunch Club, ask for Nancy Nicholls. 
The next one takes place on Wednesday 8th November at 1pm.  
  
The Friendship Group are next meeting on Wednesday 13th November at 
2.15pm.    
 
The Community Choir is on Friday evenings at 6.30pm. 
 
Services are each Sunday at 10.30am and anyone is welcome to join us. 
 
For details of these and more events contact Cheryl Thornett on email 
cherylthornett@hotmail.com  

Beaumont Road, in Bournville, also part of the pastorate 
has activities to join: 
 
Thursdays 2nd and 4th 3pm - 4pm Meditations 
Sunday Services begin at 10.30am and all are welcome. 
Except the 1st Sunday which is at 3pm 
 
Contact Jim Garrow for more information    jgarrow24@outlook.com   

Morning at the Manse  
We continue to meet every 4th Wednesday for discussion on topical  
issues at the Weoley Hill Manse. The next discussion meeting will be 
on the 27th of November at 10.30am. All are welcome. 
 
Other News from Weoley Castle. 
After we had our Harvest Festival service & lunch we had our usual 
auction of fresh produce and raised £100 for St. Basil’s. Thank you to 
everyone who took part. 
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Continued from page 2 
 
Clergy included! But the danger is always that we idolize people, or make them 
into heroes or saints, which the “real” ones are very weary of! “Don’t call me a 
saint, I don’t want to be dismissed so easily” is a saying of Dorothy Day, a 20 
the century saint. After a year in the Cadbury pastorate I do not think you will 
dismiss me as a saint, nor that you will identify me as the holiest person in the 
congregation an honour sometimes conferred on the clergy! I am very grateful 
for the way you have welcomed me in your midst, with expectations, no doubt, 
but no unrealistic ones! No saint, I am, nor an angel, but one among equals as 
we seek together to be faithful and fruitful in our ministry and witness to the 
good news of Jesus Christ. While it is a great privilege that you have entrusted 
me with “tending the God-place in your lives” (Barbara Brown Taylor), in wor-
ship, preaching and teaching, and pastoral care, I feel very well supported by 
you as you share in this ministry in many different ways. So, thank you very 
much! 
 
“I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance….” 
(Rev. 2:19) God is “watching!” Let us be thankful for the goodness and 
faithfulness shared in the church and the community, and let us always be 
careful not to idolize or criticize each other. We are all doing our best – or 
trying to do better – and that is all that is asked of us! 
 
With best wishes, Leonora 
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Here are a few pictures from recent events held at the Church. 
 



10 

Some pictures from the family fun day 
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Some pictures from the Harvest Festival 



13 


