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115 Quarry Road, Weoley Castle 

Birmingham B29 5LE 

Dec 2019 
Jan 2020 

 
 

We had our Annual Toy and Gift 
service on the 1st of December the 
service was led by Blair Kesseler at 
11.00am. We collected a number of 
toys and gifts for those that for 
whom Christmas is somewhat  
difficult. For more information or 

how you can get involved and make a difference this Christmas  
season ask one of the Church Elders.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

                  
On the 8th December we will be having our Messy Church from  
2 pm till 4 pm there will be  finger food, games and activities. Led by 
our Minister Leanora,  

 
All ages welcome if you would like to help please come along. 
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CHRISTMAS 
 
We are looking forward to, and probably have started our preparations 
for Christmas, the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ “once in royal 
David’s city.” In many ways Christmas is the most eagerly anticipated 
and enjoyable celebration in the church year…although I do like Easter 
very much too. And remember, without Easter we would not be celebrat-
ing Christmas! But Christmas is candles and carols, lights and presents, 
Christmas trees and shiny decorations and, lest we forget, a little baby in 
a manger. And Christmas is also about that special feeling of peace and 
goodwill, among family and friends, in churches and homes. 
And on the many Christmas cards we may be giving or sending out we 
wish each other “peace and joy” and we dream that perhaps this  
Christmas there might be really “peace on earth.” For a moment we shut  
ourselves off from the depressing news of continuous violence, injustice 
and poverty in the world and perhaps also from the deep divisions in our 
society. In the comfort of our homes, with family and friends, we may  
cherish some peaceful and joyful moments. Or perhaps cherish some 
fond memories of past Christmases, with a twinge of sadness and  
loneliness. Let us not forget, Christmas can be a difficult time for people 
who have lost a loved one and/or who are spending Christmas on their 
own. But what is Christmas really about? Yes, it is a good occasion to 
get together to celebrate with family and friends, to be “merry” and be  
generous in sharing gifts, etc. But what it is really about is, of course, 
welcoming Jesus in our lives, not only as a sweet cuddly baby in the 
manger but as one who comes to rule in and over our lives. It is about 
making room for Christ in our hearts and lives, and to let God work 
through us to let God’s love and peace bear upon all people that we 
meet and that we are called to reach out to. Christmas, therefore, really 
is not only a one day celebration; Christmas is a lifelong calling! An  
Arabic Christmas carol (Laylat Al-Milad) articulates it in the following 
words: 
 
When we offer a glass to a thirsty person – it is Christmas 
When we clothe a naked person with a gown of love – it is Christmas 
When we wipe the tears from weeping eyes – it is Christmas 
When we cushion a hopeless heart with love – it is Christmas 
When the spirit of revenge dies within me – it is Christmas 
When hardness is gone from my heart – it is Christmas 
When my soul melts into God – it is Christmas 
 
Have a wonderful Christmas and may the Christmas spirit remain with 
you all through the New Year! 
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SUNDAY                 11.00am            Family Worship—everyone welcome 
                                                         Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday each month 
 
MONDAY                10.00am           Day Centre 
                                12.00 noon      Lunch Club 
                                1.30pm            Over 60’s Keep Fit  (Gentle Exercise) 
                                5.30pm             Karate 
 
TUESDAY               6.00pm            Children’s Club (TFC) 7-11yrs (Term Time) 
                                 
 
WEDNESDAY         9.15am            Parent & Toddler Group (Term Time) 
                                5.00pm            Elite Dance Academy 
                                                                 
 
THURSDAY             5.30pm           Karate 
 
FRIDAY                    9.15am           Parent & Toddler Group (Term Time) 
                                 10.00am         Day Centre   
                                 12.00 noon     Lunch Club 
                                 3.45pm           Sign Language Club (Term Time) 
                                 5.00pm           Elite Dance Academy 
  
SATURDAY              9.00am           Elite Dance Academy 
                                  
 
 

                              Marriages, Funerals and Baptisms by Arrangement 

CHURCH NUMBER : ……0121 475 3841…....weoleycastlecommunitychurch50@gmail.com 
  
MIINISTER : …. Rev Leonora Jagessar …………...01214720730…dsleonora@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Church Newsletter: …. James Elson ………….. weoleycastlenewsletter@gmail.com   
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Elite Academy of  
Dance & Gymnastics  
For children 3—18 yrs old, a 
chance to learn many different dance 
styles such as ballet, tap, modern, 
and much more. If you are interested 
contact Yvonne on 07787062248 for 
more details, or drop in and see her. 
(Times on pg 3) 

Free Hearing Aid Battery Replacement—This ser-
vice is still be available here on Mon, Wed & Friday be-
tween  9.30am and 2pm. Ask for Christine Hopkins. 

Jokes for December and January 
 

Q: What kind of Christmas music do elves like? 
A: “Wrap” music 
 
Q: How can Santa deliver presents during a thunderstorm? 
A: His sleigh is flown by raindeer 
 
Q: How did Scrooge win the football game? 
A: The ghost of Christmas passed 
 
Q: Why does Santa go down the chimney? 
A: Because it soots him! 
 
 

http://birmingham.localmartuk.com/item/elite_academy_of_dance_gymnastics/71416955
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                           SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 
8th December 11.00 am Communion Leonora  
2nd Sunday in Advent 
 
15th December 11.00 am Rev Robert Ash  
3rd Sunday in Advent 
 
22nd December 12.00 pm Leonora  
Carols & refreshments 11.00 
5pm Carols @ WH  
4th Sunday in Advent 
 
25th December Leonora 10 am Christmas Day 
 

29th December Joint service at Weoley Hill  for carols 

Find out more about Weoley Castle and its people: 
www.stonehousegang.co.uk         www.shenleyacademy.org.uk   

www.encounterchurch.uk       weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk 

Let me know your news and I will add it here, including birthdays, it’s 
good to celebrate together. 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP  in January 

 
5th January 2020  Alison Geary    
12th January 2020  Communion Leonora   
19th January 2020   Andy Vail  
26th January 2020  Leonora 12.00pm Eco-church 11am 

 

Here are a few pictures from when Tuesday Friends Club went to 

Rush 

 

Pastorate Notices 
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 Weoley Hill has events and activities to join in: 
 
There is no Lunch Club. 
  
The Friendship Group are next meeting on  
Wednesday 11th December at 2.15pm.   
 
The Community Choir is on Friday evenings at 6.30pm. 
 
 
Services are each Sunday at 10.30am and anyone is welcome to join us. 
 
For details of these and more events contact Cheryl Thornett on email 
cherylthornett@hotmail.com  

Beaumont Road, in Bournville, also part of the pastorate 
has activities to join: 
 
Thursdays 2nd and 4th 3pm - 4pm Meditations 
Sunday Services begin at 10.30am and all are welcome. 
Except the 1st Sunday which is at 3pm 
 
Contact Jim Garrow for more information    jgarrow24@outlook.com   

Morning at the Manse  
We continue to meet every 4th Wednesday for discussion on  
topical issues at the Weoley Hill Manse. The next discussion  
meeting will be on the 15th of January at 10.30am.  
All are welcome  
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More from Rush 
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It was for freedom that Christ has set us free 
Dear friends, 
I am writing just after returning from a visit to India.  I was  
representing the United Reformed Church at a meeting of 
Church of North India mission partners, and to join in the start 
of their “year of jubilee” (see Leviticus 25:8-55) ahead of the 
50th anniversary of the CNI’s formation which will fall on  
Advent Sunday (Nov 29th) next year. 
Although I’m not sure that the mission partners’ consultation 
has achieved much, so far, in helping them to discern what 
their mission priorities for the next ten years should be, it was 
good to be part of their conversation. 
A number of things particularly struck me during my visit, not 
least being encouraged that they are seeking a wide input from 
their 2 million members, and that they are planning ten years 
ahead. 
But the theme of jubilee (including blowing ram’s horn – a  
shofar) was the most powerful aspect.  Indian Christians are 
almost exclusively from the most marginalised members of  
society (the Dalit or “untouchables”, who could be hit for even 
allowing their shadow to fall on a person of higher caste, and 
the “tribal” peoples).  They have lived with oppression, but 
have found freedom in Christ, who came to save us all,  
regardless of class, ethnicity, or background.  The Prince of 
Peace came to bring real peace to humanity. 
Jubilee is all about liberation and justice for the oppressed and 
marginalised.  That is also why Jesus came (Luke 4:16-21).  
These are values which we will do well as we seek to decide 
which way we should vote in the General Election, and how we 
should order our church life and mission efforts. 
I hope that your advent preparations and Christmas  
celebrations will leave time to reflect on these values of God’s 
Kingdom, and that you will together seek ways to being about 
peace, hope, joy and freedom to your neighbours.  What might 
your church do to sound the shofar and proclaim jubilee? 
I wish you a very happy Christmas and a peaceful, happy and 
healthy new year in 2020. 
Steve 
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Here is a Picture of our Minister Blowing out the Candles of her 
Birthday Cake 
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Here is Our Christmas Tree ….. 
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Merry 
Christmas  

 

and  

 

a 

 

Happy 
New Year 


