117 Quarry Road, Weoley Castle
Birmingham B29 5LE

March 2020

We celebrate all Mothers from all around the World
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Dear Friends,
On Sunday the 23rd of February, as we marked the beginning of Fair
Trade Fortnight (from 24 Feb to 8 March), our church secretary, Min,
led us into a discussion about Fair Trade and had a selection of Fair
Trade chocolates for us to taste. This year, as last year, the Fair Trade
Fortnight focus is on cocoa farmers in West Africa who almost all live
in poverty. And so, we are reminded how important it is for us to buy
fair trade chocolate and cocoa as well as other fair-traded products if
we want to ensure that farmers/food producers get a fair deal!
It was interesting to hear that it had not been easy to find some of the
fair products in the supermarket, even though they were advertised
online. Fair trade coffee, tea, chocolate, banana …. they were not difficult to find but other fair trade products (such as biscuits) could not be
located, even with a most discerning eye. Perhaps we should ask the
supermarkets to display fair trade products more prominently?
Also a comment was made in our discussion that we do not only look
to buy fair trade products (and admittedly they may sometimes be more
expensive although less so than we think) but we also try to think of the
carbon footprint of products, whether they are grown and shipped to us
from afar or are locally grown/produced. And what about considering
animal welfare when we buy meat or eggs? And we may prefer to buy
organic food that is not treated with harmful pesticides.
Fair Trade fortnight reminds us of the complexity of our food production and consumption and how our Christian table
practice can help us to consume more faithfully and mindfully. The
way we produce and deliver food has become a serious environmental
issue which not only threatens our health but also “health” of all creatures and the planet. Global food supplies are controlled by a few huge
agribusiness companies and the producers of food, the farmers, are often exploited. Food prices rise upon our Western demand, leaving many
poor people unable to buy their local produce.

Continued page 3
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Continued from page 2

Food is important and eating can be/is fun, but it certainly isn’t as
simple as it used to be. We love food; we have become a nation of
foodies. We love eating out or buy special prepared meals sold in our
supermarkets. Cookbooks take up lots of shelf space in bookshops and
at home. And food is not just for eating anymore. We can tune in to a
variety of food programs on tv, watching people make and eat food (or
leaving it on their plates)!
Food matters and we know that food and eating is about more than just
filling our stomach. From a Christian perspective – as from the perspective of many other faiths – food is very much a spiritual matter.
And not only at the Lord’s table but at any table where food and fellowship are shared. You could say that at the Lord’s table we learn certain habits and table manners which we are called to bring to any meal
or table fellowship, of attentiveness, conversation, reflection, gratitude, and last but not least, hospitality. And this demands of us to be
mindful of what we eat, with whom we eat and how the food has arrived on our table.
Are there still some steps we can take to eat more faithfully and mindfully? Perhaps we are doing our best, buying locally produced or fairly
-traded food, checking the labels on (non-plastic) food packaging, not
wasting food, etc. And if we are still guilty of one sin or another, may
we be comforted by the reminder that Jesus welcomed sinners and ate
with them too!
With best wishes,

Leonora
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CHURCH NUMBER : ……0121 475 3841…....weoleycastlecommunitychurch50@gmail.com
MIINISTER : …. Rev Leonora Jagessar …………...01214720730…dsleonora@yahoo.co.uk
Church Newsletter: …. James Elson ………….. weoleycastlenewsletter@gmail.com

SUNDAY

11.00am

Family Worship—everyone welcome
Holy Communion - 2nd Sunday each month

MONDAY

10.00am
12.00 noon
1.30pm
5.30pm

Day Centre
Lunch Club
Over 60’s Keep Fit (Gentle Exercise)
Karate

TUESDAY

6.00pm

Children’s Club (TFC) 7-11yrs (Term Time)

WEDNESDAY

9.15am
5.00pm

Parent & Toddler Group (Term Time)
Elite Dance Academy

THURSDAY

5.30pm

Karate

FRIDAY

9.15am
10.00am
12.00 noon
3.45pm
5.00pm

Parent & Toddler Group (Term Time)
Day Centre
Lunch Club
Sign Language Club (Term Time)
Elite Dance Academy

SATURDAY

9.00am

Elite Dance Academy

Marriages, Funerals and Baptisms by Arrangement
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Free Hearing Aid Battery Replacement—This service is still be available here on Mon, Wed & Friday between 9.30am and 2pm. Ask for Christine Hopkins.
Elite Academy of
Dance & Gymnastics

For children 3—18 yrs old, a
chance to learn many different dance
styles such as ballet, tap, modern,
and much more. If you are interested
contact Yvonne on 07787062248 for
more details, or drop in and see her.
(Times on pg 3)

Jokes for March
Improve your word power! – with the help of this dictionary:
Abundance - Having a ball in a bakery
Apex – A gorilla’s former girlfriend
Buttress – A female goat
Denial – A river in Egypt
Fjord – A Norwegian car
Jubilant – A happy insect
Juggernaut – An empty jug
Kindred – Fear of relatives
Kipper – A sleepy fish
Lavish – Like a toilet
Myth – A female moth
Zeal – An enthusiastic sea creature
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SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 11AM

01 March Rev. Phil Seadon
08 March Communion Leonora
15 March Rev Donald Sampson
22 March Joint Mothering Sunday service at
WHURC 10.30
29 March Leonora 12.00 Lent Course 11am

Find out more about Weoley Castle and its people:
www.stonehousegang.co.uk
www.shenleyacademy.org.uk
www.encounterchurch.uk
weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk

Let me know your news and I will add it here, including birthdays, it’s
good to celebrate together.
On the 14th February the brother of Min Elson our church secretary
died.
On Monday the 24th February we celebrated the 81st birthday of
Averil from the Day centre
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Pastorate Notices
Weoley Castle Community Church 50th Anniversary
On 6th June 2020 it will be exactly 50 years since our building was
opened. We are planning to celebrate this anniversary the next day on
Sunday 7th June. There will be an exhibition, opening at 11 am: do
you have some memento to contribute to this, or would you like to
write something? If so, please contact Min Elson. This will be
followed by a service at the later time of 12 noon, so that people from
other parts of the Cadbury Pastorate can attend. We are hoping that
Ernest Cruchley, who served here for a quarter-century, and will be
90 on the 9th May, will preach at the service. This will be followed by
a barbecue, and a further chance to look at the exhibition. We are
hoping that many people who have had a connection in the past with
the Church or its building, or who are associated with it now will be
able to share in the celebration of all the things made possible by the
vision of those who started this venture.
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Weoley Hill has events and activities to join in:
The Lunch Club is on Wednesday 5th March at 1pm.
The Friendship Group are next meeting on
Wednesday 12th March at 2.15pm.
The Community Choir is on Friday evenings at 6.30pm.
Services are each Sunday at 10.30am and anyone is welcome to join us.
For details of these and more events contact Cheryl Thornett on email
cherylthornett@hotmail.com

Beaumont Road, in Bournville, also part of the pastorate
has activities to join:
Thursdays 2nd and 4th 3pm - 4pm Meditations
Sunday Services begin at 10.30am and all are welcome.
Except the 1st Sunday which is at 3pm
Contact Jim Garrow for more information

jgarrow24@outlook.com

Morning at the Manse
We continue to meet every 4th Wednesday for discussion on
topical issues at the Weoley Hill Manse. The next discussion
meeting will be on the 25th of March at 10.30am.
All are welcome
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On the 18th of February we had our Family Fun day at
Weoley Castle it was very well attended some of the activities the
children and parents were able to take part in were henna beads,
colouring in wooden keychains and various types of hanging
decorations and making Face masks also we had a buffet lunch
which as normal was a huge hit.
Here are a few Pictures of what was made.
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More Pictures from the Fun Day
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More Pictures from the Fun Day
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Here is a Picture of Averil on her 81st birthday at WCCC Lunch
Club

DateS for your Diary
Weoley Castle Community Church AGM Sunday 8th March
after the service
A Food safety course is to be held @ Weoley Castle Community Church Dates to be arranged
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