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115 Quarry Road,  

Weoley Castle 

Birmingham B29 5LE 

April 2020 

 
 

Due to the recent outbreak of the Coronavirus (Covid-19) we 
have decided to suspend all activities and services within the 
church until further notice. 
This will probably be the last newsletter for the duration of the 
church buildings closure 

Have a safe and Happy Easter everyone 
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EASTER MESSAGE 
Good news and bad news, or bad news and good news 

 

“I’ve got good news….and bad news. What do you want to hear first?” 
Many of us will have heard and used these words in our day to day life.  
Some of us will say, “bad news first” hoping that the good news after will 
make up for the bad news we heard first. Others will say, “good news first” 
in order to postpone the bad news just a bit longer. Usually I prefer the hear 
the bad news first because it makes the good news seem so much better. I 
always hope that the good news will outshine the bad news although it is 
true that at times the bad news seems to overshadow the good news. But 
not at Easter!  Easter is good news, the news that “Christ is risen, he is risen 
indeed!” and we can joyfully sing “Thine be the glory, risen conquering 
Son, endless is the victory thou o’ver death has won”  
 

But what about the bad news? What about Good Friday and the pain of  
Jesus’ suffering? Without Good Friday no Easter. Good Friday is bad news, 
very bad news, but it is undeniably part of the good news that followed on 
the first Easter when the women who had come to the tomb found it empty. 
While they could not imagine that any good news could follow the bad 
news they had witnessed, there they were told by an angel that Jesus had 
been raised from the dead. The good news had conquered the bad news!  
Instead of the story ending in great sadness and despair, there was new life, 
hope and joy. 
 

Yes, there is good news! This we can affirm even as we are living in very 
unsettling and anxious times, in the middle of the coronavirus pandemic. 
We may live in “Good Friday” times, with bad news feeling very real and 
close to us, as it affects our day to day lives, but we are Easter people. We 
believe that even in the midst of all the bad news there is the good news of 
hope, of new life, of new beginnings and possibilities. Yes, even in the 
midst of this pandemic, which is really bad news, we already see signs of 
Easter, hints that “we shall overcome”….and hope wells up in us.  
 

Today, in the midst of the pandemic there are many, many people who are 
witnessing to the good news by the way they face the challenges of the  
crisis and who are making extraordinary sacrifices to help those who are 
most vulnerable and in need. Think of the health workers, doctors, nurses, 
paramedics, carers and those who work to keep all essential services  
running, who work on the frontline to save lives, to care for young and old. 
Think also of all the organizations, charities, churches that are reaching out 
to offer support as well as all the local neighbourly initiatives that have 
sprung up to make sure no one has to feel isolated and abandoned. 
             Continued on page 3 



3 

Continued from page 2 
 

Yes, many people, whether they are Christian or people of other faiths or 
none, show that the Easter message is true. Life is about life, not death. 
Death and the death dealing powers in the world, whether they be human, 
structural or a microscopic particle only visible under a microscope, do not 
have the final word, life has! That is what the Easter story tells us. 
 

The Easter story is about good news and bad news, of pain and of new life, 
and it is clear that the good is far more powerful than the bad. Everywhere 
in the Bible there is talk of the importance of good news. If you count it 
there are 44 verses in the Bible that speak of good news, in the books of 
Samuel, 1Kings, 2Kings, Proverbs, Isaiah, Nahum, Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
Acts, Romans, Thessalonians, and Hebrews. Mark even introduces his 
gospel with the words “The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ.” 
So even in this “Good Friday world”, and in “Good Friday times”, let us 
rejoice in the Good News that: 
 “Christ is risen, He is risen indeed, Alleluia!”  
    May you know God’s blessing at Easter!   
 

 

 

“All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be 
well.” That is what Dame Julian of Norwich (1342—1416) heard Jesus 
tell her in a vision at the time of the plague and subsequently the  
peasant’s revolt in England in the 14th C. “All shall be well……”  is an  
encouragement not to fear, not to let anxiety overwhelm us, but to trust 
and to hope, a message that we can take to heart as we are all confined to 
our homes, not knowing how long the corona virus pandemic will  
continue to spread and affect so many people worldwide, worrying about 
those who are most vulnerable, mourning those who have died and  
hoping and praying that it will not be too long before we can go back to 
our “normal” lives. 
We will continue to pray for each other and especially those who work on 
the front lines of our health and care services, those who keep essential 
services open, those who are helping to support the vulnerable in the 
community, families at home and families apart, and those who are not 
well. And we will look out for each other in our church and wider  
community. If you need any help, have any prayer requests or just want 
to talk with someone, do not hesitate to call me or one of the Elders. 
 
Go well, stay well and be well! 

Leonora 
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All activities and services within the 

church until further notice have been  

suspended 

CHURCH NUMBER : ……0121 475 3841…....weoleycastlecommunitychurch50@gmail.com 
  
MIINISTER : …. Rev Leonora Jagessar …………...0121 472 0730…dsleonora@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Church Newsletter: …. James Elson ………….. weoleycastlenewsletter@gmail.com   
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                    SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 11AM 
 

suspended until further notice, although there will be no 
services, there will be a prayer sheet prepared by Leonora, 
Alan Cotgreave and Ann Evans that everyone can join in 
with. I can forward this on to everyone each week. We could 
do this about 11 o clock on Sunday as though we are still to-
gether in church together,  Min 

Find out more about Weoley Castle and its people: 
www.stonehousegang.co.uk         www.shenleyacademy.org.uk   

www.encounterchurch.uk       weoleycastlecommunitychurch.urc.org.uk 

Let me know your news and I will add it here, including birthdays, it’s 
good to celebrate together. 
 
It is with a sad heart that we announce the death of Ernest Cruchley:  
he passed away on the 21st March. Please keep his wife Kathleen 
and his family in your prayers. Ernest had been part of Weoley Castle 
Church for a large number of years and he will be missed by all.  
Ernest’s funeral will be at Lodge Hill on the 17th of April: only a small 
number of family can be present, but we shall be there in spirit.  
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Advice from Christian Aid  for Christian Aid Week  

Many of you will have been planning house-to-house collections and 
events. Under the current circumstances, sadly, house-to-house col-
lections should not go ahead. In particular, along with many church-
es, events such as Big Brekkies or Lent lunches, where food is shared, 
cannot go ahead. We are looking at alternative ways to virtually meet, 
share and pray with supporters over the coming months in the likely 
absence of physical church services.   

 

We are working on alternative plans that will allow people to take 
part in Christian Aid Week in different, creative ways – by post, by 
text and online that strengthen our communities during this challeng-
ing time. In addition, we will be providing advice on managing risks 
with smaller sponsored activities, street collections and delivery-only 
envelopes. Christian Aid Week is our single-most important fundrais-
er, so we would welcome your ideas on how we can creatively show 
love for our neighbours at home and abroad, as a community.  

Pastorate Notices 
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Rev. Ernest Cruchley: 9.5.1930 – 21.3.2020 
 

   It is with sadness we report that Ernest, a former minister of Weoley Castle 
Community Church for a quarter-century, died on Saturday 21st March after a 
short illness. Kathleen his wife is now staying at Lapal House and being cared 
for there. Please remember Kathleen and their sons Alan, Stephen & Peter and 
all their families in your prayers. If you would like to write some words of  
condolence or appreciation, you can send them to Peter: 
peter.cruchley@cwmission.org . He is currently working for the Council for 
World Mission in Singapore and cannot come to conduct Ernest’s funeral, which 
Leonora will lead on his behalf after Easter, with only 6 people permitted to  
attend. It is not possible at present to hold a large gathering to celebrate his life. 
No doubt, after the present crisis has subsided, there will be a memorial service.  
 

   Ernest & Kathleen came to Weoley Castle soon after the “new” building was 
put up. They had previously been missionaries in Zambia, and returned to the 
U.K. so that their sons could receive their secondary education without being 
sent away to a distant school.  
 

   Living in the Manse, next to the Church, their commitment to the life of the 
Community and Church was total, with much pastoral care, inspiring services of 
worship and a lot of fun. Ernest would use a minibus, which doubled as family 
vehicle and Church transport, to take older people on trips, and younger people 
for weekend stays at Cooper’s Mill in the middle of the Wyre Forest. He led a 
program called TIM (training in mission) for young adult Christians from all 
over the world to come and work together in Birmingham, and also laid the 
groundwork for the Church-Related-Community-Worker programme of the 
United Reformed Church. This led of course to Mark Tubby spending 10 years 
with us as a Community Minister. 
 

   As was the rule at the time, Ernest had to “retire” at age 65, and he & Kathleen 
moved some distance away to live in Halesowen, to leave a completely free 
hand to his successor. However, they maintained valued friendships and contacts 
that had been built up with people in Weoley Castle over the years. In fact,  
Ernest never did retire, and continued to minister in Halesowen for as long as he 
had in Weoley Castle, frequently taking Church services and supporting people 
who came to him for funeral services. He continued his concern for justice and 
peace in the wider world, and actively engaged with support for refugees and 
asylum seekers. Both we and Ernest enjoyed him coming back occasionally to 
lead services at Weoley Castle, where his voice and his passion were as strong 
as ever, although lately his legs forced him to lead worship while seated.  After 
Ernest & Kathleen moved recently to sheltered accommodation in Harborne, the  
manager there reported that they had more visits than all the rest of the residents 
together: witness to the love and regard in which they were held.  
 

   In summary, Ernest had a long life, well-lived, and a life which he and those 
he met are eternally grateful for.  
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Love in the time of Coronavirus 
 

As we know, no more activities in the Church building are allowed for the  
duration. Two picture of recent activities are included in this Newsletter to  
remind you of the good things that have been happening here. Leonora has   
encouraged us to continue in our care for each other and  also the worship and 
prayer that we can do as a Church, even when we are not together. 
 
One of the things that happens when we meet at Church is the Offering.  Some 
of you use weekly envelopes to remind you that the work of the Church  
continues even in weeks when you are not there. We were about to produce a 
new set of envelopes starting at the beginning of April, but it did not seem a 
good idea to print them when you couldn’t take them to Church. However, even 
if there is less income coming in, we still have costs going out - for the building 
& Manse: insurance, council tax etc. (At least with no groups coming in, we do 
not need to heat the place, but no rents either!), plus our contribution to the  
central URC Ministry & Mission costs, which helps to pay for all URC  
ministers.  There are two ways you can continue your financial commitment to 
the Church. One is to change from envelope giving to a Standing Order, weekly 
or monthly, paid straight into the Church account. Another is to put aside or 
note down each week what you would have put into the collection, and from 
time to time send a cheque (made out to the Church) covering that and send it to 
Chris Hopkins.  
 
The details you may need are given here: 
Church account name: Weoley Castle Community Church 
Church account number:  02955591 
Bank sort code:    30-19-14 
 
Chris Hopkins’ address: 166, Weoley Castle Road, Weoley Castle, B29 5QL 
 

With many people using Standing Orders to support the Church, maybe we 
should reconsider how we celebrate the offering when services recommence – 
but that is a question for another day!  
 
Another thought is that envelope collecting and Big Brekkie fundraising for 

Christian Aid is not going to happen this year. Please consider other ways of 

supporting Christian Aid, for instance by adding to the “Count Your Blessings” 
Lent activity. 
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Here are a couple of pictures from  Tuesday Friends Club 
 

A reminder of what we would like to re-start as soon as we can 
 



10 

 
Love bade me welcome; yet my soul drew back, 

      Guilty of dust and sin. 

But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack 

              From my first entrance in, 

Drew near to me, sweetly questioning, 

     If I lacked any thing. 

  

“A guest,” I answered, “worthy to be here.” 

                   Love said, “You shall be he.” 

“I, the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear, 

            I cannot look on Thee.” 

Love took my hand, and smiling, did reply, 

                  “Who made the eyes but I?” 

  

“Truth, Lord, but I have marred them; let my shame 

                   Go where it doth deserve.” 

“And know you not,” says Love, “who bore the blame?” 

                  “My dear, then I will serve.” 

“You must sit down,” says Love, and “taste my meat.” 

       So I did sit and eat. 

 

 

G. George Herbert   

      

 

        Contributed by Christine Miles 


