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Welcome/Call to Worship 

Welcome to worship as Weoley Hill and Bournville URC are meeting in 

church today while Weoley Castle Community Church will meet again next 

Sunday. In this service we will listen to a reading in Mark’s gospel after 

which different commentators will lead us to consider some questions that 

challenge us to a greater understanding of the meaning of the text for our 

lives. But first we gather with the words: Great is the Lord and greatly to be 

praised! Let us celebrate the God of creation, the God of justice, the God of 

our inspiration, the source of all creativity and living….. 

 

Hymn  Lord of creation to you be all praise 

 

Opening Prayer 

We come again to celebrate that love that has made us all. We celebrate the 

love that lies at the heart of the universe, filling it with energy and life. We 

celebrate the love that runs through all human history, battling with human 

foolishness and enmity to bring goodness to birth. We celebrate the love 

that is present in our own lives, guiding us and pulling us forward into new 

experiences and new joys. 

In the ordinariness of life, O God, you are there. In the dreams and visions 

that inspire us, you speak to us. In the disappointments that come to us 

often, you save us from despair. God of our past, present and future, make 

yourself known to us afresh in this moment of worship together……Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading  Mark 6: 1-13 

 

Hymn  Inspired by love and anger 

 

Reflection 

There is a traditional wisdom that suggests that once you have moved away 

from a place it would be next to impossible to return there to live…..Having 

begun a ministry of preaching the good news and healing, Jesus could well 

have hoped that those among whom he had grown up would welcome him 

home with open arms. Not so, of course….they saw the village carpenter 

who had taken himself off to goodness know where – and got up to 

goodness knows what  - and has now come back full of strange ideas…. 

What is it about familiarity that breeds contempt? (Weekly Wellspring) 

 

Would we really open our hearts and minds to a hometown, homegrown 

boy, someone we’ve know all of his life? Nazareth is described as “a 

backwater village where perhaps 120-150 people lived at the time of Jesus” 

with many of them members of Jesus’ extended birth family. Now Jesus has 

been rejected not only by the high and mighty but even by the humblest of 

all connections, the people who should have known him, and loved him, 

best. In our turn, what (and whom) are we failing to see? What (and whom) 

are we missing? (Kathryn Matthews) 

 

If Jesus was a well known healer or miracle worker, first his immediate 

family and next his village would expect to benefit from and partake in the 

handing of that fame and those gifts…..But what Jesus did, in turning his 

back on Nazareth and on his family was to repudiate such 

brokerage…..(Dominic Crossan) Was that, rather than belief or disbelief, at 

the heart of the problem?  

 

Do you have any guesses who that family (that rejected Jesus) is today? It is 

us, of course. We are the religious people, whose religion can get in our 

way. We are Jesus’ hometown kin who do not always honour him. The 

biggest truth this story tells is that the community of faith is one of Jesus’ 

toughest audiences, especially when what he says offends us. (Barbara 

Brown Taylor) 

 

There is a chance that we can miss out on Jesus. The church – the Body of 

Christ, his hometown if you will, should take note. How has or is our 

confident knowing of who Jesus is, our arrogant definition of what he can 

and cannot do, curbed/curbing his power to transform us and others? 

(Anthony Robinson) 

 

When Jesus was rejected in Nazareth he did not – though it must have been 

painful for him – reject them in turn. He did not take offense….He moved 

on, sending his disciples out, two by two, to preach, to heal and to teach. He 

said something interesting to them: they were to travel light, to “take 
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nothing for the journey”….In these times of change and challenge…God 

may be telling us to “lighten our load,” even helping us to do so. God is 

calling us to let go of some weighty assumptions about how we have always 

done things….(Anthony Robinson) Can you see that God is using this time 

of challenge and change to help us travel light, relying upon God’s power 

alone to guide us and trusting God’s grace to uphold us? 

 

Jesus turns from his hometown to the twelve disciples and sends them out 

on his mission…They are to preach repentance, turning around towards 

God. They are to go in pairs to support each other, travelling in humble 

poverty. While many of us will be getting ready for the summer holidays – 

modern day pilgrimages seeking health and wholeness – the disciples are to 

travel not for themselves but for the kingdom of God and in fellow mission 

with Jesus. Why do we travel? How much do we lug around with us? How 

do we share the love of God among each other? (Kathryn Matthews) 

 

God-talk outside of the walls of the church makes many Christians anxious. 

We don’t want to be pushy or to offend and we are not sure we know the 

right words. Many Christians would sooner talk about anything else…but 

what they believe about God. But this text insists that in spite of the 

potential for rejection…telling the story with words is part of the claim that 

Jesus lays on his disciples. (Michael Lindvall) Are we fearful of rejection? 

 

Can you image what it would be like to go on that trip, to be given such 

authority by Jesus?....I’ll make you this bet: You and I would also follow 

Jesus if he would just give us the same authority, the same vote of 

confidence that he gave his disciples that day. Now let me ask you this: 

What if he already has? (Gary Charles) 

 

The disciples were sent out to preach repentance. What does it mean to us 

today? Like it or not, a central feature in Jesus’ message was the need to 

repent because he knew that, by nature, we are all selfish and in order for 

things to become better for all we need to undergo radical change…And 

most people in Britain today simply do not want this…The standards for a 

disciple of Jesus…requires a complete paradigm shift from being self-

centred (which our society largely is) to being God-centred and this requires 

change, and if there is anything British society does not like, it is change! 

William Barclay concludes “Repentance is no sentimental feeling sorry; 

repentance is a revolutionary thing – this is why so few people repent.” 

 

Sharing the good news in word and deed, even with people who will never 

fill our pews or offering plates, can we do it? 

 

Hymn  I the Lord of sea and sky 

 

Prayers & Lord’s Prayer 

Living God, you call us and ask “whom shall I send?” and we answer “Here 

I am, send me.” You send us out among our family and friends, our 

communities and in the wider world, with love and joy and hope to share 

the good news. Whoever we are, wherever we go, may we be led by your 

wisdom and love and in our prayers may we reach out to all who are in need 

of peace and justice, of healing and loving care……. 

We bring to mind those known to us in need of comfort, peace or healing.. 

We bring to mind instances of human suffering that we are aware of.. 

We bring to mind situations where we see injustice.. 

We bring to mind the concerns and cares we hold in our hearts and minds.. 

Gracious God, support and comfort by your Spirit and through us, all those 

whom we have brought to mind and whom we pray for in the name of Jesus 

who taught us to pray….OUR FATHER 

 

Offering 

Creator God, we give you thanks for sustaining life, for fashioning hope and 

for strengthening faith. Receive these gifts, we pray, that all that we have, 

all that we are, and all that you call us to become may serve your will and 

way of peace and justice. Amen. 

 

Celebration of Communion (in church) 

 

Hymn  Give to me Lord a thankful heart 

 

Blessing 

Go in peace, conscious of our calling, committed to service, guided by the 

Spirit and filled with Christ’s love in our hearts. And may the blessings of 

God be ours as we share them with others. Amen. 


