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 Introduction 

Today for sport fans is a momentous day.  The 

men’s singles final at Wimbledon. It is the first 

day as I write, and a 19-year-old British player 

took the first set from Djokovic even though he went on to lose the match. 

Also, the final of Euro 2020 and as I start to write this, I have no idea of 

which teams are likely to be in the final but hoping one team will be 

England. In sport and life as well actions have consequences and this is 

what will be explored today 

As we come together today, let us be mindful of our words and actions and 

the impact they have on those around us. Let us seek God’s wisdom and 

love to guide us in all that we seek to do, today and in days to come. 

Almighty God, we praise you that you show us how to use power wisely. 

Help us, as we worship together, to learn more of your ways, to understand 

that our actions have  consequences, and to seek your wisdom in making 

decisions that may impact on others. This we ask in Jesus’ name. 
 

Hymn   268 Jesus is lord! Creation’s voice proclaims it! 
 

Opening prayers 

All-powerful one, we come today to worship you, safe in the knowledge 

that you are in  control. Mighty God, we adore you. We thank you that we 

can come to you knowing that you care  about each and every one of us, and 

all our needs, however big or small. You created the heavens and the earth. 

You put stars into space and filled the mighty seas. Your power and your 

greatness is all around us – from mountain-tops to the intricacies of a tiny 

flower. Thank you that your power is limitless. We are so small in 

comparison, but you love us all the same. We adore you, Creator God. 

Powerful God, forgive us when we have not used our power to influence for 

good, but for our own purposes; when our actions have hurt and excluded 

others; when we have allowed greed, fear and pride to get in the way. God, 

forgive us. Let our thoughts, our words and our actions glorify you and 

reveal your presence and purposes. 

The Almighty and powerful God forgives your sins. When you have put 

yourself before  others, God forgives you and heals you, giving you grace 

and mercy and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Reading  Mark 6.14-29 
 

Reflection 

In the Marvel comics, Peter Parker (Spiderman) is told by his wise Uncle 

Ben that ‘with great power comes great responsibility’. King Herod did not 

have an Uncle Ben figure to warn him against making rash promises (or if 

he did, he didn’t listen to them), and we may not have to make life or death 

decisions as Herod did. Nevertheless, our choices and actions have 

consequences. 

In A Ransom for Many: the Gospel of Mark Simply Explained  Steve 

Wilmhurst writes: This tale of sexual obsession, a ruler’s weakness, 

political tension and a woman’s passion for revenge is one of the most 

grisly and frightening stories in the whole Bible. In such a time, and in such 

a world, the Christian faith was born. Mark 6:14-29 forms the backdrop to 

those peaceful stories about a lake, and fishing-boats, and parables about 

fields and crops. The story of John’s death is unique in Mark’s gospel in 

that it’s the only one that doesn’t focus on Jesus himself. 

Mark deliberately places this story in the middle of the account of the 

apostles’ mission. This is what he often does: bracketing one story within 

another so that one story illustrates or explains the other. There go the 

disciples on the mission Jesus has given them, faithfully carrying out their 

God-given task. While that’s in progress, Mark tells us: this is what serving 

God may cost. This is where it may lead you – to the executioner’s block. 

That is what makes the story of John’s death so chilling. 

Now in fact, the whole story of John’s death is told in flashback. It’s 

happened a while before. The story here begins with the rumours that are 

running round about Jesus (vv.14-15). All the activity in Galilee is causing 

a stir, not surprisingly; and everyone has their own idea about who Jesus is. 

Some think he is John the Baptist restored to life. Now of course we know 

that John and Jesus are around at the same time: John actually baptised 

Jesus (1:9) and directed his own followers to him. But John disappeared 

from the scene about the time when Jesus popped up in Galilee, so it was 

just possible to think that John ‘finished’ before Jesus ‘started’. Then there 

are those who think that Jesus is the return of the prophet Elijah, who the 

Jews expected would have a special role in the end times (Malachi 4:5). 

Others prefer to believe he is simply a prophet like the ones who were 

around centuries before. There are three options, none of which really fit the 

evidence but which seem to be good enough for market-place gossip. I 
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don’t think these are any weirder than some of the ideas about Jesus that 

float around today. 

Who are the main characters? John whose life had been tough from the 

start, Herod-Not the one alive when Jesus was born but his son Herod 

Antipas.  He wanted things his own way.  He was married then fancied his 

sister-in-law, Herodias and so divorced his first wife and married her.  

However, she was a strong conniving person who managed to get her own 

way by devious means. 

Herod quite liked John (the Baptist) but as John spoke out against Herod’s 

marriage to Herodias he had John thrown into prison. That was probably 

under Herodias’ influence.  She was looking for some way to having John 

killed as revenge for his comments.  The opportunity came at Herod’s 

birthday party. Salome, Herodias’ daughter danced very seductively for the 

guests and as a reward Herod foolishly offered anything she wanted.  She 

consulted her mother who wanted the head of John.  Herod didn’t want to 

lose face in front of his guests, even though he didn’t really want to have 

John killed, so he gave orders for John’s execution.  Herodias got what she 

wanted. Herod’s brash offer to Salome resulted in the death of a prophet 

which was not what he wanted. 

John criticised the personal morality of those in power, and was killed for 

doing so. And, of course, there are regimes in the world today where similar 

challenges would lead to similar results – prison, exile, even death. In our 

part of the world, the response is more likely to be a scathing criticism and 

censure by whichever ‘flavour’ of politicians have been upset. And also, 

inevitably, the suggestion – the demand – that religion should keep out of 

politics.  

How should we respond to that? Perhaps, as footballer Marcus Rashford did 

last year, during his campaign for free school meals during holiday periods, 

saying: ‘This is not politics, this is humanity.’ It is the duty of those who 

follow Christ to speak out, as Christ did himself, on issues of truth and 

justice and the values of the kingdom of God – they are issues of humanity. 

This story also raises questions about who influences us, who we listen to, 

and what governs our actions. Pray we make the correct decisions. Amen 

 

Hymn    625 God of freedom, God of justice 

 

 

Prayers for the people 

God of love, as we have had the 73rd anniversary of the NHS this week we 

pray for those in our society who minister to the needs of others. 

 We think of those in our hospitals, the caring professions and the 

emergency services – doctors, surgeons, nurses and ancillary staff, 

paramedics, firemen, police, psychiatrists, therapists, councillors, chaplains, 

hospice, nursing home and special-needs workers – these and many others, 

upon whose skill, compassions and dedication we depend in time of need.  

We pray for those who are in need at this time such as Mo, a member of 

Weoley Hill. 

 We think of the caring organisations –-a host of aid and relief agencies both 

here and abroad who bring hope to the poor, support to the sick, help to the 

homeless and comfort to the dying, working in different ways, to support 

those facing times of crisis. We think of individual carers- those who offer 

their time and energy as volunteers, who look after elderly parents, disabled 

children or terminally ill loved ones at home. 

We pray for those in government that they make the appropriate decisions 

to bring us out of the recent restrictions safely as actions have 

consequences. 

God of love, we thank you for all who minister to the needs of others as 

their actions can improve those in their charge. Inspire us through their 

example, equip them in their continuing efforts and enrich the lives of many 

through the service they offer. Through Christ our Lord Amen 

We say the words Our Lord taught us, Our Father … 
 

Offertory dedication 

Blessed lord, we thank you that we are able to give to the work of your 

kingdom both as monetary gifts and service. We ask your blessing on our 

giving. Amen 
 

Hymn  521 Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go 
 

Blessing 

Heavenly Father, from the very beginning of Genesis, we see the 

relationship between word and action – you spoke, and it was so.  As we 

come to the end of our worship, may we be aware of our words and actions. 

May the Holy Spirit guide us, so that what we say and what we do builds up 

your kingdom and breaks down barriers. This we ask in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 


