
Cadbury Pastorate Worship 25th July 2021 (no recording available this week) 

Call to worship RS 280 v.1 

Hymn RS 33 Eternal God, your love’s tremendous glory  

Prayers  

Call to prayer 

God is near to all who call on him. He listens when we pray. So let us bring our prayers to God with 

confidence, knowing that he will hear and answer (Psalm 145: 14, 18) 

Prayer of approach and confession 

Lord of all life, beginning and end, provider of food and drink, clothing and warmth, love and hope, life in 

all its fullness. we praise You.  

You sustain us, you nourish and strengthen us day by day. When the journey is long and we hunger and 

thirst, when the road is hard and our bodies weak and weary, when our spirits are low and we feel we can’t 

carry on, you hold us and heal us, you restore and revive us. 

When we offer a hand in love and in service, when the challenge is great and the workers are few, you bless 

us and empower us; when victory is ours and we see your glory, you rejoice with us. 

Lord God you love without limit and without distinction. Forgive us when we keep your love and blessings 

for ourselves, when we treat your generosity as our right or hold your gracious gifts to ourselves as our 

possession, rather than offering those gifts back to you for the blessing of others. Forgive us when we ignore 

the wastefulness of our lives and culture and when we have wanted more for ourselves at the cost of another. 

Renew us by your grace. Through your word, strengthen us for the service to which you call us, and by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit renew us for our sharing in the life your kingdom, giving life to the world. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Readings  2 Samuel 11.1-15 Ephesians 3.14-21 

Address 

This morning I explore the relationship between love and power. I start with a brief comment on today’s 

gospel reading, then look at the passage we heard from the Ephesians and end with some thoughts on 

David’s use and abuse of power.  

Today’s gospel reading, which you might like to look through later, gives two examples from John’s gospel 

(6.1-21) of Jesus’ love and power, and particularly power over the natural world. We describe these acts of 

miracles. Jesus feeds the five thousand and walks on the water – familiar stories – and the disciples discover 

more of who Jesus is and the way he uses his power, and learn to trust him and his love for them. 

Paul refers both to love and power in his prayer for the Ephesians: he asks that they may be strengthened 

with power through God’s Spirit in their inner being – that Christ will dwell in their hearts through faith. His 

prayer then continues that this would all be on the foundation of love and that the power given to them, in 

union with all the saints, will enable them to understand the extent, the width, breadth, length, depth and 

height of Christ’s love and to know this love that surpasses knowledge. Paul’s prayer then is for their 

understanding, their heads as it were, but also for their experience, their hearts as it were. And all to this end 

- that they may be filled to the measure of the fulness of God. 

The prayer ends with an ascription of glory to God, who is able to do immeasurably more than we ask or 

imagine, according to his power that is at work within us. That glory is to be revealed in the church and in 

Christ for all generations for ever and ever. We are given power but it is the power of love. 

When we worry about the future of the church, or our own part of it, it is good to reminded that God’s 

purpose is wider and the picture is so much bigger than that which we might grasp. 



David’s abuse of power is clear. The Old Testament tells a distressing and disturbing story of human 

weakness and failure for which there is no defence.   

David is in Jerusalem and absent from the field of battle, where the action is. He has left that to others. 

Perhaps bored with lack of activity and adventure and risk he sees what he should not see but is unable to 

turn his eyes away.  

A series of dishonourable actions and words follow and with each succeeding step David spirals downwards 

in the abuse of his power and authority as his passions rule. He demands obedience that is not his to demand, 

and takes what does not belong to him.  He has his way with Bathsheba and then conspires first to cover his 

actions and then when that fails plots to take Uriah’s life. The military victory might be his, but perhaps that 

is the easy part. The moral victory belongs somewhere else. Who is the ultimate victor? Uriah behaves with 

honour and humility, maintaining high standards of behaviour throughout, holding true to the oath of service 

he has made as a soldier. David gets what he wants – that is the nature of his power – but he will in due 

course be called to account, and there can be little sense of fulfilment for him. Instead his conquest brings 

spiritual and moral defeat, and a tragic conclusion.   

There is no defence for David’s actions, and no pretence either. There is no hiding from the reality that 

David, so often the hero, behaves dishonestly, dishonourably, despicably.  

God knows David’s head and heart and David cannot hide from God. God will hold David accountable. 

David has failed, yet God does not reject him. In spite of his human weakness and complete and utter moral 

failure God will continue to use him. 

God understands our humanity too. God knows our heads and our hearts, our faults, our mistakes, and yet 

does not abandon us and continues to use us. Love always offers a way forward and through.  Like David, 

we can learn more of God through failure; like the disciples we learn more of who Jesus is and experience 

the depth and power of love in weakness as much as in strength, in humility as much as in confidence. We 

learn to trust God, not relying on ourselves but recognising that sometimes in spite of ourselves God 

continues to be at work in us and through us to fulfil his purposes. 

That does not lead us to condone the abuse of power. Sometimes we need under God to speak truth to power 

and call to account those to whom power is entrusted. But it is not for us to judge or to condemn – there but 

for the grace of God… We hold to the promises of God and seek to discern a a bigger picture and a wider 

purpose. There is always the potential for change. 

On our journey of faith we seek to learn and grow, to know more and more of the love that surpasses 

knowledge in our heads and hearts, so that we and all God’s people might reach the fulness that is God’s 

will. As we continue to live with and through pandemic and restrictions are lifting, we focus on God’s call to 

us in mission and ministry, to use the gifts that we have, the love we have experienced and the power 

entrusted to us. We reflect on our priorities, what is most important for us now as Christ’s church in this 

time and place, and what are distractions that may be just and right but are for another time or place, that in 

our attitudes and actions, through heads and hearts, we might be the sign of God’s kingdom in the world and 

bring glory to him. 

Hymn RS 95 God is love: let heaven adore him 

Prayers of thanksgiving and intercession 

God of miracles, provider of daily bread, word of life and love, we thank You for the gift of Your Son Jesus 

Christ, the living bread, broken and shared for all. We thank You that our lives and our labours are used in 

the service of Your kingdom. 

We thank You for your endless and overflowing grace that reaches us even as we seek to limit it in the 

weakness of our humanity. You heard the cries of Your people in the wilderness and fed them bread from 

heaven; Jesus fed the crowds who flocked to him with words and actions of justice and compassion. We 

pray for those whose daily need for food, clean water and proper shelter goes unmet and for those who 

misuse what they have in the selfish and vain pursuit of pleasure. Give to all a sense of justice and fairness 

to stand firm in the right to life for all people.  



We pray for lives broken by violence and crime, conflict and struggle. Give to all courage and confidence to 

overcome unnecessary barriers.  

We pray for those who are sick or sorrowing and those who seek to care for and console them, especially for 

those among our neighbours, family, friends and colleagues who are facing difficulties at this time... Grant 

them healing and the assurance of your faithful and abiding love.  

We pray for those who have lost confidence in themselves and in others and in You and struggle to find 

meaning in life. Give words of encouragement and hope for a new day and fresh opportunities to know 

themselves valued and loved. 

We pray for ourselves and our own needs. We look to you, our creator, redeemer and sustainer. Give us the 

energy and insight, the wisdom and discernment that we need for these times that we might serve You in our 

living day by day. In times of frailty and doubt, remind us that you will never turn away or abandon us.  

All our prayers we ask in Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn RS 520 For ourselves no longer living 

Blessing RS 280 v.6 


