
Worship 22nd Aug 2021                                (no recording this week) 

WELCOME  

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Welcoming God, we come to you with open hearts and with open hands. 
We come with our faith and hope, and with our doubts and fears. 
Send your Holy Spirit to work among us, filling us and changing us 
to become more like Jesus.       Amen. 

HYMN  271 You are the king of glory! 

PRAYERS 

Loving God, giver of life; Lord Jesus, friend and Saviour; 

Holy Spirit, living water –we worship and adore you. 

We come today, not having or expecting all the answers 

but knowing that you are the way. 

When we turn away from you, O God, 
and go our own way: 
forgive us, and turn us back to you. 
When the way ahead is not clear, 
when everything feels too much 
and we turn our backs on you: 
forgive us, and turn us back to you. 
When we make wrong decisions 
and our actions hurt others: 
forgive us, and turn us back to you. 
When we want to give up because it’s too hard: 
forgive us, and turn us back to you. 
When we cannot see beyond ourselves and act selfishly: 
forgive us, and turn us back to you. 
When we do not put you and others first: 
forgive us, and turn us back to you. 
Turn us back to you, O God. 
Amen 

Despite going our own way and not following you, 
despite our doubts and fears of your presence, 
you are there gently leading us, 
reaching out your arms of healing and forgiveness. 

Thank you, eternal God. 
Amen 

READING  John 6: 56-69 

REFLECTION 

For me, one of the biggest parts of my holiday is the water. I love spending 

time in the sea or in the lake close to the camp site where we stay. We even 

have to arrange a day trip to Aqualand for me to get my fix of the water rides 

there. I become like a ‘big kid’ for the day when I’m there, much to my kids 

embarrassment! 

Much as I love spending time in the sea, it takes me a long time to get in, to 

become fully immersed. I’m not one of those people who can just dive 

straight in, it can take me a good length of time to get fully covered in water 

and acclimatised. The kids know the rules, no splashing until I’m wet all over, 

however long it takes! Once I’m in though it’s a very different story – I’m the 

worst at splashing others and enjoying the experience of being in the water. 

Last year during lockdown however I had a very different experience. All 

swimming pools were closed and Esther was keen to get back to her 

swimming training having missed it for several months. One possibility was 

going to Dosthill Quarry and swimming outdoors in the quarry. Due to her 

age at the time she had to have an adult with her and so I volunteered to go. 

Here we had to wear wet suits and get straight into the very deep cold water. 

Once in it was great and as long as I kept moving not too cold! There was 

no chance of stopping though, the water is 24metres deep at the deepest 

point. 

The message that Jesus teaches today in our gospel reading is a difficult 

one. He makes it clear that he is fully immersed in God, soaked through and 

through by the life of God,  motivated by a complete devotion to God. Jesus 

lives and acts as one with God. 

Jesus words here are strange, there’s no getting away from it, they are 

difficult to understand, difficult to get your head round. 

“Get right into Him. Feast on Him and live. Eat this bread that far surpasses 

the miraculous manna of the past. Enter the dwelling-place of God, not a 



Temple of stone and wood, but the Spirit-filled life we embody in our own 

selves when we commit ourselves to God.” 

There are two different responses here, some just get up and go – they leave 

and don’t come back. 

When asked if they are going Peter leads the response – “Where will we 
go?” he asks. You can almost hear the disbelief in his voice that Jesus would 
think otherwise. “You are the one with the words of eternal life. We’ve come 
to believe in you and we know you are the One.” Peter argues. 

The events in Afghanistan this week may well have shaken us. They may 
have created in us a feeling of helplessness. They may even have prompted 
us to ask ourselves what it’s all about and what’s the point? 

What can we do? 

The answer to that question is not easy but if we look at Peter’s response to 
Jesus in our reading we can perhaps begin to see where we can go. 

“Lord, to whom else can we go?” Peter asks and we need to ask ourselves 
that question today – Lord to whom else can we go? Peter had become 
completely immersed in the words, actions and love of Jesus and so was 
ready to do whatever it took – to “follow him” 

Now we know that didn’t necessarily last forever, there were times when 
Peter let Jesus down but he came back and tried again. 

Each time I go into the cold water of the sea it takes me time to become fully 
immersed again, sometimes I manage it quicker than others but I know 
things are always better when I am fully submerged. 

So where, and how, can we start? The ‘where’ is easy: Wherever we are 
right now: at home or work, at school or college, in the shops and streets, 
among our families, friends and neighbours – and don’t forget what a 
Christian means by ‘neighbour’!  
All of us can try to make sure that we are well-informed about the situation 
of God’s Afghan sons and daughters, and pray both generally for all of them, 
and specifically for persons and groups or communities to whom our hearts 
are drawn. 
In simple terms, we must be as loving as we can to everyone whose lives 
we can influence, and trust God for the rest. 
And that is the key – we have to trust God for the rest. If we can fully immerse 
ourselves in God’s love and will for us we can achieve anything. We may 

have a wobble some days and we may need to get back into that cold water. 
Jesus himself reminds us in Matthew 19 with humans this is impossible but 
with God all things are possible.      
 Amen 
 

HYMN  353 There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 

PRAYERS 

Lord, who shall we turn to but you: 
for you have the words of eternal life. 

As we commit the week ahead to you, go before us Lord and illuminate our 
path that we can see clearly the way we should go. 

Lord, who shall we turn to but you: 
for you have the words of eternal life. 

We pray for Christians under severe pressure to turn away from you: whether 
that be through persecution, resistance, undermining of authority, tough 
workplaces or for any other reasons known only to you. Lord, we ask you to 
uphold all those who will really struggle to serve you today. Help them to 
know your strength and power to keep their eyes firmly fixed on you. 

Lord, who shall we turn to but you: 
for you have the words of eternal life. 

Father, we pray for those who are in any form of pain or distress today. Some 
will be calling out to you for help, others may not even know you are there, 
but all need our prayers and your comfort. Be especially close to those who 
are fearful, we pray. We name aloud or in our hearts any we know who may 
be facing operations, difficult diagnoses, anxiety and depression, loneliness 
or death. We pray for all those who care for them, asking that you will bring 
a healing touch, a listening ear, a timely word, or just a friendly silence. We 
pray for the recently bereaved that your comfort will be very close to them. 
Lord, we know that sometimes when we are suffering we feel you very close 
and, at other times, for no explicable reason, you seem so far away. Give us 
the assurance that, whatever our circumstances, you are there and you do 
care. 

Lord, who shall we turn to but you: 
for you have the words of eternal life. 



Lord God, we pray for the leaders of the nations today. We know that, though 
we may find it easy to criticise, so many of them are doing a very hard job to 
the best of their ability. We pray for those who know you and seek daily to 
serve you. Give them your wisdom and support. We pray for those who are 
self-seeking, whose lust for power is devastating the countries they rule. 
Lord, give them a sign of you, jolt them into realising that there is a God who 
desires to help them rule justly. We pray that justice will reign in our world 
and we lift to you now, countries and places where we know that this is not 
happening. We cry out to you for the people of Afghanistan and Haiti. And 
we lift the grieving people of Plymouth to you.  We ask, Lord, for a new 
determination amongst the world leaders to put the needy at the heart of 
their decision making, particularly refugees. 

Lord, who shall we turn to but you: 
for you have the words of eternal life. 

We thank you, Lord, for our local community. We pray for our church leaders 
and any decisions that have to be made as Covid restrictions continue to 
ease. We pray for our local shops and offices and all who work there, 
especially for those who are still very anxious about Covid, whether because 
it is affecting their business or because they would rather work from home 
but no longer have the option. We pray for our neighbours and our friends 
and for all who are enjoying holidays at this time, that they might find true 
rest and restoration in you. And we commit ourselves to you in all that we do 
this week. Help us to trust you in the hard times and not to forget you in the 
good times. Give us the joy of your presence in everything we do so that we 
remember to choose each and every day that we will serve you. 

Lord, who shall we turn to but you: 
for you have the words of eternal life. 
Thank you for never leaving us or forsaking us. 
Help us to keep our eyes fixed on you. Amen 

OFFERING 

With God all things are possible. We pray that the gifts we give here will be 
used to make his will a reality in our lives and the lives of others. In Jesus’ 
name we pray.    Amen 

 

HYMN  108 The love of God is broad like beach and meadow  

BLESSING 


