
Worship 15 August 2021 
(no recording this week) 

Introduction/Call to Worship 

The Olympic games ended last week and in a few weeks’ time the 

Paralympics will start, to give us another opportunity to see amazing 

sportsmen and women competing for a place on the podium. Yes, even 

while De Coubertin – the founder of the modern Olympic games – 

believed that “the important thing in life is not to triumph but to compete” 

any competitor in the Olympic and Paralympic games dreams of winning a 

bronze, silver or gold medal. And we certainly take pride when our 

country men and women are successful in these games, or any other 

sporting event. Success and glory have always been, and continue to be 

vigorously pursued, not only in sports but in politics, academia, in science, 

in business, in the workplace and in schools. This year the GCSE and A 

level results certainly have shown the hard work of our young people 

which has rightly been rewarded with a high success rate. Success and 

“glory” is what we pursue and admire in life, but what about the glory that 

God freely and graciously has bestowed on all of us? “How can you 

believe when you accept glory from one another and do not seek the glory 

that comes from the one who alone is God?” (John 5: 44 NRSV) In Psalm 

8 we read that God has crowned us with honour and glory. As we 

recognize God’s glory in the world and in our lives we affirm that God 

wants to share God’s glory with creation, with humankind. God, immortal, 

invisible, yet whose glory is seen all around us and in each one of us.  

 

Hymn   Immortal, invisible God only wise 

 

Prayer 

Gracious and loving God, give us ears to hear your voice, the eyes to see 

your glory and the hearts to know your love. You are God and we are your 

people; we have come to worship and we offer you praise. 

Immortal, invisible God, whose glory we see in the majestic grandeur as 

well as the intricate details of life and nature, in beauty and truth, in love 

and laughter, in tears and joy, praise be to you.  

Praise to you who comes among us, bringing healing, speaking truth, 

showing love, revealing yourself in Jesus Christ. 

Praise to you, present with us, giving life, breathing hope, lighting minds, 

lifting hearts, falling afresh on all who call. 

Praise to you………… 

 

Scripture Reading Psalm 8 

John 5: 39-44 

 

Reflection 

“How can you believe when you accept glory from one another and do not 

seek the glory that comes from the one who alone is God?” We are keen 

glory seekers; we have always pursued glory and honour, in sport, in 

politics, in academia, in science, in business, in the arts and media. As we 

watched the Olympic games (or kept an eye on the medal table) we may 

wonder what sustains a sportsman or woman for months and years of 

intensive training? It must be the prospect that they may win the 

competition and obtain praise and glory. Yes, we are willing to participate 

in the most rigorous training programs, or take on the most demanding 

tasks, or assume the most challenging positions, or put ourselves upfront 

in the limelight, as we entertain the prospect that we may receive or earn 

praise and glory, and possibly financial benefits too. Who knows, we may 

even be immortalized in the history records for our achievements! And 

many of these achievements certainly deserve our great respect and praise! 

Jesus is well aware of the human trait of seeking after glory. He is saying, 

“I know you. You seek praise and glory from one another but don’t you 

know that there is another kind of glory that is of infinitely more worth?” 

Why do we seek glory from one another? Can it sometimes be because we 

are rather insecure about our lives, and about our lives’ worth? Is it that we 

are not quite sure our lives have any value except if we are successful and 

receive some kind of recognition that our life is important? Do we need to 

feel better, seeking glory so that we can feel superior to someone else, 

another person, another group of people, another nation……? “If you are 

preoccupied with this search for glory for your own benefit, to receive 

praise, to be adulated, to feel superior to others, then you may fail to 

consider God. For you do not have to struggle for recognition, for praise 

and glory. You do not have to prove that your life is worthwhile. It is not 

public opinion or popularity that determines the value of your life. The 



value of your life is simply that you are a child of God” And so Jesus’ 

saying is presenting a choice to us; do we let our self-esteem and our 

worth of our life be dependent on other people’s opinion of us, or on our 

identity as people of God. In other words, on the glory that people bestow 

on us – if we achieve success – or the glory that God freely and graciously 

shares with us. “How can you believe when you accept glory from one 

another and do not seek the glory from God? There is only one source of 

glory in your life, my life, and that is God. All other glory must be seen in 

perspective of this ultimate glory” Jesus did not only proclaim this glory; 

he revealed this glory in his life and death…..and resurrection (however 

you interpret the latter). Jesus revealed his glory, he was called “the 

reflection of God’s glory” and he shared the glory as he prayed (in John 

17) “The glory you have given me, I have given them. Those who believe 

in me (ie “believe” means “belove”) let them share in the reflection of 

your glory…..and let them share it with all of creation” But what kind of 

glory? A kind of glory that is not gained in competition, on a battlefield, 

on stage, in a board room, in academia….but a glory that is exemplified by 

Jesus in humble service, in love for neighbour, in challenging power and 

greed, in seeking God’s kingdom of peace and justice. The glory of God, 

the glory that Jesus invites us to share, is very different from the glory that 

the world offers. And there are those who understand that as we are 

crowned with God’s glory, we do not need to seek worldly glory, which is 

always fleeting. Of course, we celebrate success and we enjoy 

participating in competitions as well as enjoy watching the glorious 

achievements of the sportsmen and women who have participated in the 

various sporting events this summer. But God is the only source of real 

glory. And just to give an example: I spent my holiday again in France, in 

this village called Le Chambon sur Lignon, on a high windswept plateau 

in the Auvergne region where thousands of Jews found a hiding place in 

the 2nd World War. Many families, and many children on their own, found 

shelter and safety in the homes of the villagers and farmers…..and no one 

gave the secret away. After the war the mainly Protestant inhabitants of Le 

Chambon and surrounding villages did not seek any particular recognition 

but remained silent regarding their rescue efforts during the war, as they 

modestly held the view that “we only did what we thought ought to be 

done.” Only many years later did they receive the attention and the 

recognition they had never asked for. It was in 1990 that Yad Vashem 

recognized all of the inhabitants of Le Chambon and surrounding villages 

collectively as “Righteous Among the Nations,” a unique recognition of 

their support of the Jews during the Holocaust. And what is very 

significant is that they also never made a distinction among themselves 

between those who had hid the Jews (and other refugees) in their homes, 

and put their lives at danger, and those who had not (but had remained 

silent). No one was seeking any special recognition or glory for what they 

had done because they knew that it was to God’s glory, and not their own, 

that they had acted as they did. To God be the glory. Amen. 

 

Hymn   All my hope on God is founded 

 

Prayers & Lord’s Prayer 

Gracious God, rejoicing in your blessings, trusting in your loving care for 

all, we bring our prayers for the world and for your people….. 

 

Eg Pray for the young people who have received their exam results. Pray 

for the vulnerable children in our society and the children services that 

are struggling. Pray for the people affected by the heatwave and fires in 

the Mediterranean region. Pray for action to avoid climate breakdown. 

Pray for the people of Afghanistan. Pray for the people who are waiting 

for operations. Pray for a fair sharing of the Covid vaccines.  

 

Dedication of Offering 

Loving God, we bring these our gifts in thanksgiving for all that you have 

given us and to offer the service of our lives. Amen. 

 

Hymn   Be thou my vision 

 

Blessing 

Let us go out into the world as bringers of love, as makers of peace, as 

messengers of hope, knowing that the blessing of God, the source of life,  

of Jesus Christ, the way to life and of the Holy Spirit, the sustainer of life,  

is with us today, tomorrow and forever. Amen. 

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/11778/en

