
CLIMATE SUNDAY 

5 September 2021 

 

Welcome & Call to Worship 

Today has been designated as Climate Sunday, a day that many churches 

across the UK will hold a climate-focused service in anticipation of the 

Climate Change Conference COP26 in Glasgow in November. It is an 

opportunity to pray together as well as commit ourselves as churches and 

Christians to raise our voice and ask for action on climate change. We are 

called to love our neighbour but are we loving our neighbours when we 

drown them, starve them, and force them to uproot themselves from their 

homes and lands?  The rising seas, severe droughts and fires, extreme 

storms amplified by climate change are already harming innumerable 

neighbours, especially in the global South. Our “neighbours” likewise 

include future generations who depend on us to leave them a habitable 

world, as well as all creatures great and small with whom we share this 

planet.  God made an “everlasting covenant” not only with human beings 

but also with “every living creature” (Gen. 9:8-17) – they, too, are the 

“neighbours” we are summoned to love. And so we gather today around the 

theme of climate change and we will read about a storm at sea in the book 

of Acts. What happens in that storm can give us at least a two pointers how 

we can face the challenges of climate change. And as we read that God 

shows up in the storm, so we know that God is with us always. 

In the beginning, and today, God shapes beauty from chaos. In the 

beginning, and today, God speaks. From the beginning, and for all days, 

God sustains with faithfulness. So let us sing God’s praise. 
 

Hymn  R&S 41 For the beauty of the world 
 

Opening Prayers 

God of creation and joy, in whose world we find ourselves overwhelmed by 

beauty, diversity and wonder, we approach you as your people, part of your 

creation, intimately linked with all we see around us and knowing that our 

future is tied to the future of this planet. The great storytellers of the past 

reflected on your spirit of creativity, day by day, seeing that it was good, 

very good, and we rest ourselves in that same knowledge: that we are also 

part of that story. We thank you for the responsibilities with which you have 

blessed us, and today we want to reflect again how we should be living out 

of those responsibilities for your beautiful world and all that is in it. Amen. 
 

What have we done, Lord? How did we not realise our impact? Whose 

voices did we fail to heed? Why did we let our greed take over? Where are 

people suffering today? Fires destroying towns amidst parched forests; 

hurricanes fuelled by warm ocean waters; smog trapped cities; rising sea 

levels; global temperatures breaking records; politicians floundering; 

decisions delayed; deadlines coming and going; and the echo of your voice 

to be stewards responsible for it all do not go away. What can we do, Lord? 

 

God who is love and grace, God who brings second chances and 

reconciliation, God who offers forgiveness and healing, we admit our 

failure to address climate change in a way fitting to its impact on future 

generations. We confess that we have damaged our environment, sometimes 

unaware of the damage we were doing, sometimes all too aware, but 

heedless of the costs. We confess that we have borrowed from future 

generations in order to defend our current way of life, that we have taken 

advantage of developing nations in order to protect what we believe is ours, 

that we have burnt away options with little regard for what we were doing. 

We confess that those with no voice suffer most, in the animal kingdom, in 

our seas and oceans, generations not yet born, the poor and most vulnerable, 

as the effects of climate change take hold. As we offer our humble 

confession, aware of the power that forgiveness and reconciliation 

possesses, help us to change our priorities and to count the cost of our 

global footprint. Prepare us for the challenges with which we must grapple, 

and to do so, step by step, with the assurance that the more we change our 

ways the greater the mitigation of crisis will be. Hear us, God of all 

creation, heal us and forgive us. Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading  Acts 27:  13-44 
 

Reflection 

As again this week we saw pictures of the devastation caused by a very 

powerful hurricane, my mind turned to the story of the storm at sea that 

causes a shipwreck in the book of Acts. It is a mighty storm and on the ship 

we find Paul who had been arrested and taken prisoner for proclaiming his 

allegiance to Jesus Christ. He was charged with being “a ringleader of the 

http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Gen.%209:8-17


sect of the Nazarenes” (Acts 24:5) but after being imprisoned for several 

years, Paul makes his defence before the king who finds that he should not 

be imprisoned. Instead, Paul is transferred on a ship bound for Rome, along 

with a group of other prisoners. After a few days at sea, the winds were 

against the ship and Paul, never afraid to speak up, warned the centurion in 

charge that they should not continue the voyage. But this fell on deaf ears. 

And as the story goes, a violent wind, called the northeaster, began bearing 

down on the ship. They were pounded by the storm so violently that the 

crew began to throw the cargo overboard. And “when neither sun nor stars 

appeared for many days, and no small tempest raged, all hope of our being 

saved was at last abandoned” (Acts 27:20). Again, Paul stands up and says 

“I told you so” but then goes on to describe how an angel came to him and 

prophesied that they will survive. “God has granted safety to all those who 

are sailing with you” The ship would not survive, but the people will. So, 

what message we can take away on Climate Sunday from a historical event 

that was recorded by Luke (the presumed author of Acts) who would not in 

his wildest dreams have thought of the storm as the result of global 

warming, as climate change (global warming) would not be an issue until, 

among others, we started to burn fossil fuels to power our modern industrial 

world. Even if the story is of a completely different time, I think we can still 

draw on two elements in the story that give us an indication how to respond 

to the climate crisis today. First of all, note that all technical know-how and 

skills of navigation in stormy weather are put to good use to try to keep the 

ship under control and to avoid a shipwreck. Actually, it is as if Luke is 

writing a treatise on navigation in adverse weather! Also today, we have to 

take all possible measures, using all our know-how – our considerable 

technical expertise, for instance in the area of renewable energy, electric 

transportation, energy efficiency, etc - to keep the “ship” (metaphorically 

speaking) from running aground or being wrecked, as we face the perfect 

storm of a warming world that creates climate chaos and puts many lives in 

danger. And secondly, when in the story some of the sailors try to escape 

from the ship Paul tells the centurion in charge of the ship, “Unless these 

men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved.” To be saved means to be in 

solidarity with each other. To stay together and together find a solution that 

is needed as we face the storm. It is an illusion to think that we can 

somehow save ourselves, retreat in a safe and secluded haven, in cooler 

climates while the rest of the world is burning hot. (The destructive rains 

and flooding, as well as the erosion of our coastline in our “cooler” climate 

remind us that we are not shielded from the effects of global warming) 

Solidarity is what is needed. The real sense that we share this world, the 

whole of creation, as a common good that we all need to “save” together, 

for each other and for generations to come. And as is evident across his 

writings, for Paul solidarity is not just an ethical matter; it is a calling. And 

where is God in the story? He does not still the storm or release the 

prisoners or make everything better. What God does is to show up with the 

people, in the vision that Paul has of an angel and in the breaking of the 

bread. “Here, take some food, for it will help you survive” Paul tells the 

people on the ship. And he took bread, gave thanks to God, broke the bread, 

and began to eat, and the people did too. “Here, have something to eat, 

remember the courage you have, the grace you have known……God is with 

you.” Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

Hymn   R&S 85 God in his love for us lent us his planet 
 

Prayers 

God of abundant life, we see your goodness all around us and we thank you 

for every part of it: from the plants and animals which play their part in 

complex ecosystems, to the dry deserts and stormy seas which test the limits 

of life. We pray that in this time of climate crisis and ecological emergency, 

you may help us to rediscover your love of creation and to reflect that in our 

own lives. 

God who speaks through unexpected people, we thank you for 

contemporary prophets who are challenging us to act on climate change; 

for indigenous people and their invaluable knowledge of the land and sea 

where they live, for scientists dedicating their careers to warning us 

about changes to the planet, and for young people striking for their future. 

We pray that you will help those in power to hear their prophetic voices. 

Help them to see beyond short-term political priorities and business plans. 

Give them wisdom and courage when they face difficult decisions. 

God of second chances, we recognise the damage we have done to the earth 

and the injustice we see in society every day, fuelled by worship of profit 

and possessions. We pray for the coming of a better world with justice, 

kindness and humility at its heart. We ask that you guide us to be co-

creators of this new world. Give us confidence to follow the prophetic 



voices, to stand against injustice to people and to planet. So that together, in 

your strength, we stop this climate crisis.  

 

And pray for what has caught your attention in the news this week. Give 

thanks for positive news. Pray for the new school year and for people going 

back to offices. Pray for friends, family and neighbours whose joys and 

challenges you know of. Pray for our churches and faithfulness in 

proclaiming the good news while reckoning with the bad news.  
 

Dedication of Offering 

Bless the gifts we have gathered today that we may use them to faithfully 

steward your beautiful creation and bring justice to your world for present 

and future generations. Amen. 
 

Celebration of Communion (at WH church) 
 

Hymn  CH4 241 Isaiah the prophet has written of old 

 

Isaiah the prophet has written of old 

     how God's new creation shall come. 

Instead of the thorn tree, the fir tree shall grow 

     And the wolf shall lie down with the lamb, the lamb, 

the wolf shall lie down with the lamb. 

 

The mountains and hills shall burst forth into song, 

     the peoples be led forth in peace, 

for the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of God 

     as the waters cover the sea, the sea 

as the waters cover the sea. 

 

Yet nations still prey on the meek of the world, 

     and conflict turns parent from child. 

Your people despoil all the sweetness of earth, 

     the brier and the thorn tree grow wild, grow wild 

the brier and the thorn tree grow wild. 

 

God, bring to fruition your will for the earth, 

     that no one shall hurt or destroy, 

that wisdom and justice shall reign in the land 

     and your people shall go forth in joy, in joy 

and your people shall go forth in joy. 

 
Joy F. Patterson 

 

Blessing 

May God bless us with wonder at creation’s glory. 

May God bless us with anger at creation’s spoiling. 

May God bless us with courage at this critical hour. 

And may the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, rest upon us and 

on all creation, this day and for the future to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


