
Worship for Sunday 12 September 2021 

Introduction and Call to worship 

Welcome to worship this morning. Today we will hear about Jesus asking the 

disciples who they think he is and what it means to be a follower of Christ. 

Come to worship, to be comforted and disturbed, challenged from our 

complacency, but also offered forgiveness and the hope of eternal life. Come to 

Jesus, prophet, priest and king. Creative God, you called us into your kingdom, 

and adopted us as your children. Redeeming Saviour, you showed us how to be 

servants, denying ourselves to serve others. Sustaining Spirit, you give us 

strength to take up our cross in the service of the kingdom of God. Teach us to 

serve others, and in doing so, to serve you. Amen. 
 

Hymn   103 Praise to the holiest in the height 
 

Opening prayers 

Lord, you walked with your disciples from village to village. And on the way 

you talked to them about many things. Some things were not easy to hear or to 

understand. We meet you here today, Lord, to hear these things too. You don’t 

call us to sit doing nothing. You want us to be on the move: taking risks to 

change our world and save our lives. Help us, then, to draw close to you, to be 

ready to listen. Then to act.  

Most merciful and gracious God, we offer you our heartfelt love and praise 

because your Son, Jesus Christ, was willing to risk everything for the whole 

world. Even for us. We come to worship you, earnestly seeking your will for us 

– however risky that might be, you are worth it. 

‘Who is Jesus?’ For the times I have been asked this question and have 

struggled to give an answer: Forgive me, Lord, and give me your words to 

speak. For the times I have been ashamed to acknowledge you: Forgive me, 

Lord, and grant me courage. For the times I considered only human concerns, 

and not God’s: Forgive me, Lord, and widen my horizons. For the times I saw 

opportunities to take risks for God but looked the other way through fear or 

indecision: Forgive me, Lord, and build up my confidence in you. For the times 

I only take the chocolates I like out of your box: Forgive me, Lord, and make 

me whole, ready to do your good will. 

We have a relationship with God through Jesus Christ. The same Jesus who 

took up his cross and died for our sins. The same Jesus who looks on us now 

with love and intercedes on our behalf. Open our hearts to receive your 

forgiveness and blessing, Lord. Amen. 
 

Readings   James 3: 1-12 & Mark 8: 27-38  

 

Reflection  

Have you ever had someone, or a loved one tell you that they were ill, and their 

condition is terminal?  There is part of our human psyche that just doesn’t 

believe this. Sometimes we say  it can’t be true because we don’t want to lose 

our loved one. This is possibly what it was like for the disciples when they 

heard Jesus saying he was going to be killed. Being told he would rise again 

must have been totally incomprehensible. Once you are dead you are dead! 

In Mark’s gospel this is the first of 3 narratives of Jesus explaining about his 

suffering, death and resurrection and he begins his journey to Jerusalem both 

figuratively and actually. Peter as spokesperson or just the one who speaks out 

more than the others rebukes Christ and Jesus tells him off. Peter knows that 

Jesus is the Messiah but cannot understand the path Jesus must take to the 

cross.  Jesus knows what will happen and is trying to encourage his special 

friends to take it on board so they can cope when the time comes.  

Jesus tells them to tell no one. A strange request on face value because the 

world was waiting for the Messiah to come. But people’s idea of the Messiah 

was of a warrior type person who would rid them of the Roman oppression. 

That as we know was not Jesus’ role and he still had some time to carry on 

with this task. Strangely, at this high point of revelation comes the order to 

keep it secret. But with hindsight the reason is clear. Let us look at this in a 

little more detail. Jesus will not allow political notions of messiahship to 

compromise His true calling to be the suffering Messiah whose essentially 

moral and spiritual work of redemption will be total. 

Jesus’ understanding of his role fuses power and vindication with suffering and 

death. Jesus follows his blunt prediction of his death with a meditation on the 

way of the cross. But the first mention of ‘cross’ is ours not his, the one we 

take up as we follow after him. The disciples saw the Messiah’s mission only 

in terms of glory. But Jesus explains his mission in terms of suffering and 

exaltation; he knew God’s power could only be seen through his sacrifice. 

The focus is on the disciples: the way to life is through suffering and death. 

Jesus’ brief prediction of his fate (v.31) is key to understanding his call to 

discipleship in verses 34-38. The choice is, at least at face value, simple: follow 

the way of the world and you will lose your life; follow the way of the cross 

and you will gain the only life worth having. But this is not a private choice; it 

is of necessity very public (v.38). We must choose to be on the side of angels 

or Satan in a very public face-off of two kingdoms. And we must talk about it. 

We have had to adapt to life with new and dangerous risks during the last 18 

months or so. Jesus talks about risk: that we might miss what he’s really about 



because we’re too fixated on our own well-being. If we want to be part of 

God’s story, we even need to risk dying (it’s our cross Jesus talks about), and 

we need to give up the stuff we think is important in life and focus on what 

truly is. The James reading is about how we use our tongues.  They are a small 

part of our bodies, but they can do good or evil. Also don’t be a teacher, James 

says, because you will be judged to higher standards than others. I am sure we 

can remember a teacher we had that we admired because they taught us well 

and made the lessons interesting. They used their tongue to a positive 

advantage. Something to remember today as it is Education Sunday. 

The gospel reading explains that our tongues do need to be trained as the 

prophet’s was, so that what we speak, and how we speak will not lead to us to 

shaming the Son of Man. . Jesus was training his disciples to do this then and 

take risks and the training is still relevant today- putting Jesus in the centre of 

our lives which has its risks. men 
 

Hymn  344 God of grace and God of glory 
 

Prayers for the people  

So many people in our world today are taking huge risks with their lives for 

causes they believe in. We think particularly of those in Afghanistan who have 

taken to the streets to protest about the rule of the Taliban. It’s difficult to 

comprehend how frightening and disorientating it must be for the Afghan 

people to be living with this rapidly changing reality and so we pray for safety. 

For those showing huge courage, we ask that their voices are heard, and that we 

in the west keep listening, thinking and praying for them. We pray that leaders 

with influence use the power they have to guide those who desperately need it 

to safety. Loving God draw close to the people of Afghanistan, may we see and 

be inspired by those who take risks for justice. 

Caring is very much in the news this week and we are reminded of both the 

cost of care in pounds and pence and the personal costs for those who do the 

caring. Thank you, Lord God, for everyone who cares. Whether for elderly 

relatives, for people with disabilities, or for the frail and infirm in care home 

settings. May we never devalue the care givers. And as we as a society wrestle 

with the cost of care, help us not to lose sight of the human lives that are deeply 

affected by care needs and caring.  Thank you that you are a God who deeply 

cares for us all. Help us to understand the full meaning of being cared for and 

cared about by our Creator. Loving God draw close to all who give care, may 

we see and be inspired by those who care so diligently for others. 

We are aware of many different people and groups fighting hard for climate 

justice; trying to bring to our attention the peril the world is in and effect of 

climate change. Thank you for people who care deeply about the environment 

and are not afraid to use their voice to speak about it. We pray for everyone 

preparing for the COP26 climate summit in Glasgow later this year. We 

particularly pray for the young people who are mobilising their friends and 

classmates. Thank you for their thoughtful concern and the energy they devote 

to thinking about such huge global issues. May they be determined rather than 

daunted by the scale of the challenge and be encouraged in their pursuit of 

change. Loving God, draw close to the people around us who fight continually 

for climate justice, may we see and be inspired by those who speak up and 

make us listen. Many of us will have examples of Christians around this world 

facing persecution and danger. Brothers and sisters who live in countries 

hostile to their beliefs and for whom expressing their faith is a highly 

provocative act. Please draw near to everyone who is in danger today because 

they follow Christ. Help persecuted Christians around this world find safe 

spaces to express their faith and, for those for whom there is no safe space, may 

they know your deep love for them. May they powerfully feel the presence of 

your Holy Spirit and hold onto the promise of the Gospel. Loving God draw 

close to all for whom discipleship is costly, may we see and be inspired by 

those who choose to worship you whatever the circumstances. 

Finally, we pray for ourselves and those we know. Whatever circumstances 

face us in the week to come may we face them in the knowledge that you are 

always with us all. May we learn how to let go of the things of this world that 

weigh us down or distract us from serving you. Loving God draw close to all of 

us this week as we work out what discipleship means, may we see and be 

inspired by those who model lives of faith and service. Amen.  
  

Lord’s Prayer  
 

Offertory prayer  

Gracious Lord, we are grateful to you that we are able to give our gifts to you 

in service as we follow your ways. May our lives be continually reflecting your 

love Amen 
 

Hymn     558 Will you come and follow me 
 

Blessing 

Loving God, we commit to following you this week into corners of the 

community we usually prefer to ignore. Help us to pray and speak and act for 

change. Amen 


