
Order of Worship for Sunday 26th September 

WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Come, for all are invited. 
Come, praise and worship the one who accepts us all. 
Come, for all are welcome, all are valued, all are called. 

HYMN   Let us build a house (All are welcome) 

PRAYERS 

God of eternity, you are at the very heart of our lives; we adore you. 
God of miracles, you add flavour to our world. 
You are the salt that seasons us, you preserve all that is good and make us 
whole: we worship you. 
God of humanity, you look on us with love and we cannot help but love you 
back: we bless you, Lord. 
Amen. 

For the times we don’t live our best life, 
or even recognise what that might be: 
We’re sorry, Lord, please forgive us. 
 
For the times we have the sulks because we think our nose is out of 
joint, and we’re too blinkered to see you in others: 
We’re sorry, Lord, please forgive us. 
 
Sometimes we just don’t understand your word; 
when we haven’t the patience to work out what it really means: 
We’re sorry, Lord, please forgive us. 
 
For the times when we try and water down your Gospel 
because we don’t like what it is saying to us: 
We’re sorry, Lord, please forgive us. 
 
Sometimes we judge others harshly, and try to stop them 
because we don’t agree with what they are doing 
– even though it may be for good: 
We’re sorry, Lord, please forgive us. 
Amen. 

Loving Lord God, you care so much for each one of us. You are there for 
us whenever we turn to you. When we are truly sorry, and intend to move 
forward, to live our best life, you graciously forgive us all our sins. 
We gratefully and humbly accept your forgiveness and peace. 
Amen. 

READINGS James 5: 13-20 
  Mark 9: 38-50 
REFLECTION 

I’m sure that many of us were glued to the TV a couple of weeks ago to 
watch Emma Raducanu’s meteoric rise through the ranks at the US Open 
to be crowned champion. The first English Grand Slam winner for 44 years. 
She has, rightly, been hailed as a hero!  

Isn’t it amazing that this Canadian born girl with a Romanian father and 
Chinese mother is so easily accepted and taken in as ‘one of our own’. A 
very different experience from those thousands of refugees for whom the 
restrictions are tightening, making it harder for them to even get into the 
country, let alone be accepted. 

Life, it seems to me is fuller and richer when we welcome those from 
outside our own little group. Life is darker, smaller and meaner when we 
shut out those from elsewhere. This is clearly evident in what we see in 
Afghanistan at the moment. 

There is no doubt that there is strength in community. I have experienced 
this all too clearly this week when my school community came together to 
support one another as we felt the tragic lost of one of students on 
Wednesday. But this is not an exclusive community that shuts out the rest 
of the world, but an inclusive one that reaches out to everyone. 

In Mark 9.38-41, Jesus’ disciples notice that someone from outside their 
group is casting out demons in the name of Jesus. They’re shocked and 
they try to stop him, because he’s not one of them. But Jesus points out 
that even though this man is not one of their ‘crowd’, what he’s doing is 
great. In fact, God is at work through him. 

Who’s invited into God’s Kingdom? Everyone, says Jesus. Yet often we 
seem to create situations where we have to choose between the important 
and the unimportant, the deserving and the undeserving, even animals and 
people! Is another stumbling block the fact that we are creating hierarchies 
of need, rather than doing our best for everyone? What is our role in 



creating a society, a world where resources are distributed fairly – from 
vaccines for poorer countries to those facing fuel and food poverty at home 
this winter? 
 
The passage from James gives an example to us of living in Christian 
community – kingdom living where prayer and rejoicing and shared ministry 
are key. The Old Testament example of Elijah calls for faithfulness – which 
is the heart of kingdom living. These things are signs of life lived in proper 
and full relationship with God (as we see in Jesus’ own ministry). The 
beginning of the Gospel passage suggests that we might – and should be 
prepared to – see these signs even among people who are not part of our 
group (however we care to define that). Are we a ‘whoever is not against 
us is for us’ community? Do we, individually or together, ever put stumbling 
blocks in the way of people whose faith journey is not the same as our 
own? Are we open to seeing not just God at work in others, but God 
working through others? 
 
What kind of things put stumbling blocks in the way of those who would 
believe in Christ? There are, no doubt, many possible answers but this 
week’s Gospel passage focuses particularly on what today we might call 
inclusion and exclusion. Stop them; they are not one of us – exclusion. Do 
not stop them; whoever is not against us is for us – inclusion. And there is 
no doubting where Jesus stands on this (as many other Gospel stories 
attest to). His life and ministry showed what this can look like in practice – 
although we should not limit ourselves to the specific examples that Jesus 
encountered 2,000 years ago. Instead, let us ask how we – individually, 
and together as church – can encourage and support people in doing 
God’s work even when they are not, perhaps do not wish to be, part of ‘our 
group’. 
 
HYMN  497 Give to me Lord a thankful heart  

PRAYERS 

Loving Father, following the meeting of the UN this week, talking about 
their response to climate change and vaccines for the poor, we pray that 
the words they say will turn into concrete actions and interventions for our 
world. We pray for the poorest who need the help of the richest. May those 
who lead and hold power see the humanity in others, feel the pain and 
strife of those who are desperate, and act with integrity making meaningful 

promises they can keep. May we see the shape of God in all of humanity. 
 

Gracious God, the energy crisis will be worrying many people. As the 
weather gets colder, some will be wondering how they will afford to heat 
their homes and keep warm. We want to pray for everyone who is anxious 
about their future. We pray for people who are struggling financially and 
concerned for their family. We also pray for those working hard to being 
relief to people in need. Give them the energy and resilience they need to 
keep being supportive and bearers of hope. We pray for our foodbanks, 
debt advisors and mental health services, help us to give generously where 
we can. May we see the imprint of the Holy Spirit in everyone we 
encounter. 
 

God of all, even with the crisis in Afghanistan leaving the news cycle we 
continue to pray for this country. We pray for those who are fearful and for 
people who really don’t know what the future holds. Please help those who 
need to leave find ways out of Afghanistan and for those who have to stay 
please keep them safe. May we see the outline of your grace even in the 
darkest places.  

Let us spend a moment in silence as we pray for those people and places 
laying heavy in our own minds at this time………………………. 

Heavenly Father, help us to learn how to live our lives in your service. Help 
us to live our best life for you. Help us to learn more about your values and 
see them in our own lives. Help us not to be stumbling blocks for others but 
signposts towards you. Help us to bring peace and light into others’ lives. 
As we go through this week help us see God at work in the people we 
meet. 

May we see the pattern of your love in all we do.   
Let us join together to say Our Father……………. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Lord we offer our gifts so that your kingdom may come, help us to use 

them wisely so that all may feel included in your vision for the world.

 Amen 

HYMN  200  The Kingdom of God is Justice and Joy 

BLESSING 



Lord God, 

bless us and keep us. 

And may we be a blessing to others 

in all we think and say and do. 

Amen. 

 


